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Recent documentation restores t h e Broad-tailed Hummingbird
t o Oklahoma's state b i r d list

On 3 September 1999, while birding in the Black Mesa area of Cimarron
County in the western Oklahoma Panhandle, we stopped a t the Kenton
Mercantile around midday to observe the hummingbird feeders. We positioned ourselves to obtain good views of the feeders a n d began to watch
approximately four to six Black-chinned Hummingbirds (Archilochus
alemndri) that were actively seeking syrup. After some time, Puschock
called our attention to a different hummingbird that had appeared. We
each observed the bird with binoculars from the parking area in front of
the store from a distance of about 10 m away with the sun overhead and
providing good light even though the feeders were shaded under the porch
of the store. The bird was observed perched on the feeder as well as hovering, and it flared its tail several times with its back towards us while
hovering as it tried to displace a wasp from the feeder. The total observation time was about one minute, but we had close, unobstructed views in
good light for the whole duration. The bird then flew away and did not
return while we waited. A cold front came through t h a t night. When we
visited the store the following day, two Black-chinned Hummingbirds were
the only hummingbirds we saw.
Immediately after our observation of the unusual hummingbird, we
independently recorded descriptions of the bird, and only then compared
notes and reviewed field guides. All observers noted green upperparts,
including the crown, nape, back, and rump. Puschock a n d Gall each noted
that the throat was off-whitewith a few dark feathers. Reinking described
a broad, pale cinnamon wash on the flanks. Puschock described the flanks
as the "diffuse burnt orangdrufous" color typical for Selasphorrcs hummingbirds, although less intense in tone than that seen on adult female
Rufous Hummingbirds (S. rufus). He also noted that t h e demarcation of
the flank color was less sharp than on adult female Rufous Hummingbirds. Gall described the flanks as buffy.
During the observation, Puschock suggested that we look carefully a t
the tail, and all observers independently noted white-tipped outer tail
feathers with some rufous (less than half of the tail length) on the proxi-
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ma1 portion of the tail. Puschock specifically noted three outer tail feathers with rufous. All observers described the central tail feathers as either
green or "dark" in color, lacking either d o u s or white. The tail features
were seen well by all three observers, a s the bird flared its tail several
times while facing directly away from us. Reinking noted the relatively
broad width of the outer tail feathers, a feature he had previously evaluated in the hand on Allen's (S. sasin) and Rufous hummingbirds while
banding in California. All observers also independently noted that the
bird appeared larger than the Black-chinned Hummingbirds which were
present a t the time of the observation. Reinking specifically noted the
overall longer body length as compared t o the Black-chinned Hummingbirds.
Several key features, including the presence of obvious rufous coloration on the flanks, the large size relative to Black-chinned Hummingbirds, the dark rufous in the tail being restricted to relatively small, proximal portions of three outer tail feathers, and the lack of any rufous in the
back or rump all led us to conclude that this was in fact a Broad-tailed
Hummingbird (S.platycercus). Immature Archilochus hummingbirds may
occasionally show buffy coloration on the flanks but usually not to the
extent and intensity of Selaspohorus hummingbirds (Kaufman 1990).
Archilochus hummingbirds may rarely show some buffy or pale rufous
tones in the tail, but not the more extensive, dark chestnut rufous of
Selasphorus hummingbirds such as was observed in the tail of this bird.
Both Allen's and Rufous hummingbirds would have more extensive rufous in the tail, often including some in the inner tail feathers, would
show more intense rufous coloration on the flanks, and usually would
show a t least some rufous on the back or uppertail coverts (Pyle 1997;
Sibley 2000; Williamson in press). Calliope Hummingbirds (Stellula calliope) have very little rufous in t h e tail (Williamson 1999; Sibley 2000),
less than that observed on this bird. Finally, Broad-tailed Hummingbirds
are larger than Calliope,Allen's, or Rufous hummingbirds (and Archilochus
hummingbirds), due in part to a longer tail (Howell and Webb 1995; Pyle
1997; Sibley 2000; Williamson i n press). While the tail length of this bird
was not specifically described, two observers made generic note of the
larger overall size, and one observer did specifically note a longer overall
body length on this bird in relation to the Black-chinned Hummingbirds
it was directly and closely compared with. This size difference alone is
significant in helping eliminate other Selasphorus and Archilochus hummingbirds as possibilities. The fact t h a t all three observers independently
noted these multiple, important characteristics with great consistency is
also significant in evaluating this record. The documentations submitted
by the authors were subsequently reviewed and accepted by the Oklahoma Bird Records Committee (OBRC).
The Broad-tailed Hummingbird breeds i n open woodlands and
shrublands in the mountains of western North America and Mexico. In
the parts of its range closest to Oklahoma, it nests in the mountains of
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south central Colorado and northeastern New Mexico (Bailey 1928; Calder
and Calder 1992; Boyle 1998). It is a rare but regular migrant in eastern
New Mexico (J. Oldenettel and C. Rustay, pers. comm.). There are a number of substantiated Broad-tailed Hummingbird records in Kansas (Thompson and Ely 1989; Grzybowski 1989,1992a,b). Seyffert (2001) considers the Broad-tailed Hummingbird an uncommon to fairly common migrant in the Texas Panhandle, having been seen in six counties. The American Ornithologists' Union (1998) describes the Broad-tailed Hummingbird as a casual migrant east to Nebraska, central Kansas, and eastern
and southeastern Texas. Extralimital sightings to the east have also occurred in Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Louisiana, Illinois, and
Mississippi (Williamson in press; E. Womack, pers. comm.), and one specimen and one banding record during the year 2000 exist for Florida (G.
Wallace and L. Duncan, pers. comm.). Williamson (in press) illustrates
the eastern extent of most Broad-tailed Hummingbird migrants as passing through the eastern Panhandle of Oklahoma, presumably based on
multiple records from Kansas and the Texas Panhandle.
In Oklahoma, Tate (1923) reported a nest with two eggs in Cimarron
County in 1912 and a September sighting in Kenton in 1922. No supporting description of either sighting was provided. Based on the information
from Tate as well as a specimen reportedly collected by Tate, Nice (1931)
considered the Broad-tailed Hummingbird a 'tare transient and summer
resident in Cimarron County." The specimen has since been destroyed in
a fire (Grzybowski et al. 1992). A 1932 hummingbird observation near
Kenton by Sutton (1934) is later described by him as "probably of this
species," and he also reported a 1953 sighting in Texas County (Sutton
1967). Baumgartner and Baumgartner (1992) do not provide any additional records of this species in Oklahoma.
In evaluating all reported Oklahoma records of the Broad-tailed Hummingbird for Grzybowski et al. (1992), the OBRC voted to delete this species from the Oklahoma bird list based on the absence of an existing specimen and the lack of supporting documentation for any of the reported
sightings. The acceptance of this current record by the OBRC therefore
restores the Broad-tailed Hummingbird to the Oklahoma state bird list
in "hypothetical" status, meaning that the written documentations were
convincing to a t least a majority of committee members, although a specimen or identifiable photograph from Oklahoma does not yet exist (Oklahoma Bird Records Committee 2000).
Given the proximity of the Broad-tailed Hummingbird's breeding range
to Oklahoma and the number of records reported from Kansas and western 'Ibxas, it is possible if not likely that this species is more common in
the western Oklahoma Panhandle, a t least during migration, than the
existing records would indicate. The current availability of hummingbird
feeders in the Kenton area provides an opportunity for careful observers
to test this idea.
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We thank Allan Griggs for placing hummingbird feeders a t "The Merc."
Comments from James Hoffman, Charles R. Brown, and Ellie Womack
helped improve the manuscript. Sheri Williamson provided helpful information.
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Wood S t o r k invasion i n McCurtain County, Oklahoma.-An invasion of Wood Storks (Mycteria arnericana)into McCurtain County, Oklahoma, occurred during the summer of 2000.The fvst storks reported that
year were four that we observed a t the Red Slough Wetland Reserve Project
(Red Slough) on 5 June. By August, numbers had increased dramatically,
with the greatest number of Wood Storks being 158 on 30 August 2000 a t
Red Slough. Three of the five bird censuses we made during the month
showed 100or more storks. On 5 September 2000 we observed 250 Storks,
and on 19 September, we counted 350, the highest number ever recorded
for Oklahoma. The last date storks were reported at Red Slough in 2000
was on 27 September when we observed eight. All but two reports of Wood
Storks in Oklahoma during 2000 were from Red Slough, the other reports
being of single birds in Washington and Sequoyah counties in early September (J.Arterburn, pers. comm.).
Red Slough is a 2954-ha impounded shallow fresh marsh project developed in 1998 and 1999.It is located in the Red River floodplain 10 km
south of Haworth and 3 km north of the Red River (Fig. 1).The area is
enrolled in the U.S.Dept. of Agriculture Wetland Reserve Program, which
has resulted in construction of extensive dikes and water level management structures.
A possible factor in the invasion of Wood Storks was the abnormally
hot and dry summer in 2000 throughout the south central states, resulting in reduced water levels and concentration of prey species such a s fish
and crawfish. According to Tom Smith (pers. comm.), the Oklahoma State
Forestry fm lookout tower a t Tom,6 km east of Red Slough, recorded
only 5.0 cm of rain in July, none in August, and 5.8 cm in late September.
Also recorded were 15days during August when the temperature reached
or exceeded 37.8"C. Crawfish, which serve a s an important f d source
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Red
Slough
Fig. 1. Location of Red Slough Wetland Reserve Project in McCurtain Co.,
Oklahoma.
for Wood Storks, are abundant in the shallow impoundments of Red Slough
and attract large numbers of wading birds. In mid-August 2000, Heck
observed a flock of 98 White Ibis (Eudocimusalbus) actively feeding on
crawfish in 20-cm deep water. The crawfish being captured were approximately 7 cm in length, and approximately 4 seconds would elapse from
time of capture of each one until it was swallowed. Heck scanned the
flock twice, counting 26 and 28 White Ibis with captured crawfish in their
bills, giving an indication of their abundance in the Red Slough impoundments.
The first state record for the Wood Stork in Oklahoma was on 22-26
August 1934, when 1-4 birds were seen near Spiro, LeFlore Co. Until our
observations in 2000 the previous high count of Wood Storks for the state
was 150 on 13-14 August 1954 in McCurtain Co. (Baumgartner and
Baumgartner, Oklahoma bird life, Univ. Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1992).
During 1999, we found 27 storks a t Red Slough on 31 August and 28 on
13September, although we did not search extensively for them that year.
Storks found in Oklahoma originate from breeding colonies in Mexico
(Coulter et al., Wood Stork in The birds of North America (F. Gill and A.
Poole, eds.), no. 409, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and
American Ornithologists' Union, Washington, D.C.,1999.).Thus, the storks
found in Oklahoma probably move through Texas. B. Frenz (pers. comm.)
stated that Wood Storks are usually uncommon from mid-June to midOctober and rare a t other times in central Texas, but in 2000 many more
were present. A raptor migration census during the late summer and fall
of 2000 conducted by Hawk Watch International a t Hazel Bazemore
County Park in northwest Corpus Christi, Texas, included counts of migrating Wood Storks, and in 2000, 875 migrating storks were counted
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First nesting record for t h e Common Moorhen i n McCurtain
County, Oklahoma.--On 20 July 2000 we observed a family group of
two adult and seven flightless young Common Moorhens (Gallinula
chloropus) in a shallow, flooded marsh in the 2954-ha U.S.Department of
Agriculture's Red Slough Wetland Reserve Project in McCurtain County,
10 km south of Haworth, Oklahoma. We found adult Common Moorhens
with juveniles in the same area once in August and three times in September. Our last observation of Common Moorhens was on 1October 2000
when we observed two well-feathered juveniles.
The first documented nesting of Common Moorhens in Oklahoma was
in Love County on 15 May 1889 (Nice, The birds of Oklahoma, revised
ed., Publ. Univ. Oklahoma Biol. Surv. 3236,1931). No additional nestings
were documented until 1961, when broods were recorded in Bryan and
Grady counties. Nestings have since been recorded in Oklahoma, Canadian, Major, Kingfisher, and (now) McCurtain counties (Baumgartner and
Baumgartner, Oklahoma bird life, Univ. Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1992;
J. Arterburn, pers. comm.).--BERLIN
A. HECK,
109Kaye Dr., Broken Bow,
OK. 74728 and W.DAVIDARBOUR,1462 West Collin Raye Dr., DeQueen,
AR. 71832. Received 3 November 2000, accepted 31 October 2001.
Recent Literature
Johnsgard, Paul A., 2001. Prairie Birds: Fragile Splendor in the Great
Plains. University Press of Kansas. Lawrence, Kansas. 1SBN:O-7006-10677. 331 pages. $29.95.
This book celebrates the simple, elegant beauty of the prairies of the
American Great Plains and their birdlife. Johnsgard's lifetime of experience, knowledge, and great love of the prairies is quite elegantly expressed
in both words and drawings. The book opens with chapters describing the
geological structure and plant communities of the different sorts of prairies, information necessary to understand the true complexity of this ecosystem. Johnsgard continues with chapters describing specific bird communities, such a s the grassland grouse and prairie-chickens, owls, and
prairie sparrows. He ends the book with a discussion of the disappearing
prairie and its imperiled avifauna, a sobering amount of the current state
of conservation in the Great Plains. As always, Johnsgard has illustrated
the book with numerous maps and line drawings of birds. These pen-andink illustrations are always my favorite part of a Johnsgard book. There
is one particularly charming drawing of a Burrowing Owl family and an-
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urhrr of &a irr~utatmgbpiand Sandpiper. Throughout the book,Johnsgard
has sprinkled quotes from writers such as Peter Matthiessen, William
Least Heat-Moon, and Henry David Thoreau. Each chapter ends with a
brief section on additional reading, and there is a substantial bibliography and glossary a t the end of the book. An appendix describing some of
the major grassland preserves in the Great Plains is also included.
Johnsgard says it best, "...but a prairie without the song of a Horned
Lark or a Sprague's Pipit overhead is no prairie a t all. And a place with no
prairies a t all is not a place that will stir the heart."-Mary Bomberger
Brown
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Aix sponsa: 14.17

Archilochus alezandri: 21
Bcreolophus griseus: 12
ridgwayi: 12
Bluebird. Eastern: 18
Calidris himantopus: 1
Centrocereus minimus: 11
urophasianus: 11
Chickadee, Black-capped: 11
Clangula hyemalis: 11
Columbina inca: 4
Cowbird, Brown-headed: 8. 18-19
Dendrocygm autumnah: 13, 17
Dove, Inca: 4
Dowitcher, Long-billed: 1
Duck. Long-tailed: 11
Wood: 14,17
Eudocimus albus: 26
Callinula chloropus: 27
Ceothlypis trichas: 19
Grouse. Sage: 11
Greater Sage-: 11
Cunnison Sage-: 11
Hummingbird, Allen's: 22
Black-chinned: 21.22
Broad-tailed: 21-25
Calliope: 22
Rufous: 21.22
Ibis, White: 26
Icterus bullockii: 12
galbula: 12,18
Limnodmmus scolopaceus: 1
Limnothlypis swoinsonii: 5
Magpie, Black-billed: 11

Molothrus ater: 8, 18
Moorhen, Common: 27
Mycteria americana: 25
Oldsquaw: 11
Oriole, Baltimore: 12, 18-19
Bullock's: 12
Passer domesticus: 18
Phalmpt, Wilson's: 1
Phalampus tricolor: 1
Philomachuspugnu: I
Pica hukonia: I I
pica: I I
Poecile atricapilla: I I
atricapillus: l l
Reeve: 2
RUE 1-3
Sandpiper, Buff-breasted: 2
Stilt: 1
Sckrsphorusplatycemu: 22
rufirr: 2 1
sasin: 22
Sialia siaIis: 18
Sperrow, House: 18
SIclluh calliope: 22
StorL, Wood: 25-27
Swdlow, Tree: 4
Tochyrineto bicdm 4
Thrush,Wood:6
Titmouse, Juniper: I2
7Fyngite.S sub7u1;collis: 2
Wubla, Swairwa's: 5-1 1
Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied: 13-1 7
YtilComnwm: 19-20
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