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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COXMISSION 

THE SWINOMISH TRIBE OF INDIANS, 
) 

P l a i n t i f f ,  ) 
1 

v. 1 
1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 
1 

Defendant. 1 

Docket No. 233 

INTERLOCUTORY ORDER 

Upon t h e . f i n d i n g s  of f a c t  and op in ion  t h i s  day e n t e r e d  h e r e i n ,  
which a r e  hereby made a  p a r t  of t h i s  o r d e r ,  t h e  Commission conc ludes  
a s  a  mat te r  of law t h a t :  

1. The p l a i n t i f f  h e r e i n ,  t h e  Swinomish T r i b e  of I n d i a n s ,  h a s  
t h e  r i g h t  and c a p a c i t y  under t h e  I n d i a n  C l a i m s  Commission Act (10 
S t a t .  1049), t o  b r i n g  and main ta in  t h i s  s u i t  i n  i ts  own b e h a l f ;  

2. A s  of March 8 ,  1859, t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  1855 T r e a t y  
of P o i n t  E l l i o t t  (12 S t a t .  927),  t h e  Swinomish T r i b e  of I n d i a n s  ceded 
t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  i t s  I n d i a n  t i t l e  t o  t h o s e  l a n d s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
Commission's Finding No. 11; and, 

3 .  The p l a i n t i f f  t r i b e  has  n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  as of t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  1855 Trea ty  of P o i n t  E l l i o t t ,  s u p r a ,  t h e  Swinomish 
T r i b e  of Ind ians  he ld  Ind ian  t i t l e  t o  any o t h e r  l a n d s  t h a n  t h o s e  
desc r ibed  i n  t h e  Commission's Finding No. 11. 

IT IS  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  c a s e  s h a l l  now proceed t o  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
of t h e  e x a c t  acreage conta ined w i t h i n  t h a t  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
Commission's Finding No. 11, i t s  f a i r  market v a l u e  as of March 8, 1859,  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  1855 T r e a t y  of P o i n t  E l l i o t t ,  s u p r a ,  t h e  
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c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i f  a n y ,  p a i d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  Swinomish 
T r i b e  o f  I n d i a n s  f o r  t h e  ceded  l a n d s ,  and a l l  o c h e r  q u e s t i o n s  b e a r i n g  
upon  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ' s  l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p la in t , i i f f  h e r e i n .  + / C 

Dated  a t  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C., t h i s  clay of  November 1 9 7 1 .  

? L2iLd. V 

T. Vance,  Commissioner  

R i c h a r d  W. Yarbornugh ,  Commiss ioner  
A - 

B r a n t  ley B l u e ,  C o n m i s s i o n e r  




