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CABAZON BXI'jD OF PIIS S I03 1Ki: Tr'2.i S ) 
OF CilLIFOIXIA, ) 

) 
P l a i n t i f f ,  ) 

1 Docket K O .  148 
v .  1 

1 
THE L'SITED STATES O F  ;L"'ujRICd2, ) 

) 
Def ei;dan t . ) 

FIKDINGZ OF FACT OX COXPRO?IISE SETTLEFENT --- 

T h i s  m a t t e r  is now b e f o r e  t h e  Comnission f o r  a p p r o v a l  of  a  c o m p r o m i s e  

f i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h i s  c a s e  and e n t r y  of a f i n o 1  jucigment in the amount 

of  $100,000.00 ,  w i t h  a  wa ive r  of r ev iew o r  a p p e a l ,  s a i d  judgment to 

d i s p o s e  of a l i  claims and derr,ands which plaintiff h a s  a s s e r t e d  o r  c o u l d  

h a v e  a s s e r t e d  a g a i n s t  de fendan t  i n  nocicet No. 1 4 8  and s a i d  j u d g m e n t  

/' 

a l s o  t o  d i s p o s e  of a l l  c l a i m s ,  demands, p a y e e n t s  on t h e  c l a i m ,  c o u n t e r -  

c 1 a i . m ~  o r  o f f s e t s  ~.,~llicll de fendan t  h a s  a s s e r t e d  o r  cou ld  have a s s e r t e d  

u n d e r  t he  p r o v i s i o n s  of Scctrion 2  of  t h e  I n d i a n  Claims C o r m i s s i o n  A c t  

( 2 5  U.S.C. S70a), f o r  t he  pgriod comnencing Decczber 11, 1914,  and e n d i n g  

June 30, 1962.  

The C ~ ~ i i s s i o n  has  h e r e t o f o r e  dc tcrmined on June 1 8 ,  1969 ,  in 

2 1  I n d .  C 1 .  Comn. 11.9 (F ind ings  of Fac t  30s. 1-13) ,  t h a t  ~ l a i n t i f  f , t h e  

Cabazon h - t d  of Miss ion  I n d i a n s  o f  Ca l i fo rn i . a ,  is an 1ndi.an t r ibe ,  b a n d ,  

o r  o t h e r  i d e n  L i f  ia],] c group of Amcri can I n d i a n s  w i t h i n  t h c  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  
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s t a t u t o r y  c a p a c i t y  t o  b r i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s u i t  b e f o r e  t h i s  Commiss ion;  

t h a t  on Msy 1 5 ,  1876,  tile p l a i n t i f f  had  a b o r i g i n a l  t i t l e  to S e c t i o n  24 ,  

Township 5 Sou th ,  Range 7 E a s t ,  San E e r n a r d i n o  Mer id i an ,  a n d  t o  

S e c t i o n  19, Tcwnship 5 S o u t h ,  Range 8 E a s t ,  San i j e rnard ino  M e r i d i a n ;  

and t h a t  by t h e  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  of May 1 5 ,  1876 ,  s a i d  S e c ~ i o n s  were  made  

a  p a r t  of t h e  Cabazon I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n ;  and t h a t  on December 11, 1 9 1 4 ,  

t h e  d e f e n d a n t  took t h e  s a i d  S e c t i o n  24 and 5 / 8  of t h e  s a i d  S e c t i o n  19 

w i t h o u t  j u s t  compensa t ion  and a l i e n a t e d  t h e  s a i d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  

e x c l u s i v e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  T o r r e s - X a r t i n e z  Miss ion  Band. T h e  p l a i n t i f f  

r e c e i v e d  no b e n e f i t  from t h e  transaction. The Conmission o r d e r e d  t h a t  

t h e  i n s t a n t  s u i t  p roceed  t o  d e z e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  sum due t o  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  

from t h e  de fendan t  as j u s t  compensa t ion  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  of s a i d  l a n d s .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,  c o u n s e l  c o m e n c e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  conce rn ing  s e t t l e m e n t  

o f  t he  Cabazon c l a i m  and u l t i i z a t e l y  a g r e e d  on a  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  n e t  

amount o f  $100,000.00,  which would d i s p o s e  o f  a l l  of p l a i n t i f f ' s  c l a i m s  

i n  Docket  No. 148 and  a l l  claims of o f f s e t s  by t h e  d e f e n d a n t .  

The proposed s e t t l e m e n t  was c o n d i t i o n e d  upon a p p r o v a l  by t h e  

Cabazon Band, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t he  I n t e r i o r  o r  h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and t h i s  Commission. 

A h e a r i n g  hav ing  been h e l d  i n  L o s  Ange le s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  o n  A p r i l  7 ,  

1971,  on t h e  proposed  o f f e r  t o  compromise and s e t t l e ,  t h e  Commission 

makes t h e  f o l l o v i n g  f i n d i n g s  of f a c t  which  a r e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  t o  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  f i n d i n g s  Nos. 1-13, i n c l u s i v e  , made h e r e i n  : 


























