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OPINION OF TEE CO?.2?ISSION 

PER CURIAM. 

This  m a t t e r  has  been presented t o  t h e  Commission f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

and a p p r o v a l  of a compromise s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  c la im of t h e  p l a i n t i f f  

i n  t h e  a b o v e - e n t i t l e d  docket,  t h e  terms o f  which a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  

r1 S t i p u l a t i o n  f o r  En t ry  of Final Judgment" set f o r t h  i n  F i n d i n g  of F a c t  

NO. 2 y  of t h e  Commission f i l e d  this d a t e .  

T h i s  c a s e  concerns  24,138.31 a c r e s  of l a n d  i n  e a s t e r n  Kansas set 

a s i d e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  T r e a t y  o f  May 10,  1 3 5 4 ,  10 S t a t .  1053, 

f o r  the A b s e n t e e  Shawnee and known a s  t h e  "Absentee Shawnee Landsf ' .  

On March 29,  1563, aitcr the  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of e v i d e n c e  and h e a r h g s  

on the matter, t h e  Ind ian  C l a i m s  Commission dismissed t h e  p e t i t i o n  of 
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t h e  p l a i n t i f f  Absentee Shawnee T r i b e  on t h e  ground t h a t  t h e  Commission 

d i d  not have j u r i s d i c t i o n  over  t h e  c la im.  12 Ind.  C 1 .  Corm. 180. 

The Uriited S t a t e s  Court  of Claiins, on a p p e a l ,  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  

Commission e r r e d  i n  dismissing that p a r t  of t h e  c l a i m  i n  which t h e  

Absentee Shawnee T r i b e  sued on beha l f  of t h e  e n t i r e  S h a m e e  Kat ion ,  and  

t h a t  t h e  Absentee  Shawnee T r i b e  w a s  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Shawnee 

Nat ion.  The Court  remanded the, c a s e  t o  t h e  Commission for f u r t h e r  

p roceed ings .  165  C t .  C1. 510 (1964). 

T h e r e a f t e r  p l a i n t i f f  f i l e d  a Motion f o r  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  of C e r t a i n  

I s s u e s  and Other R e l i e f ,  pursuan t  t o  which t h e  Commission, on November 13 ,  

1969, made c e r t a i n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  and  ordered t h a t  t h e  c a s e  b e  schedu led  

f o r  t r ia l  o n  s p e c i f i e d  i s s u e s .  22 Ind. C I .  Corn. 18. 

T h e  p a r t i e s  subsequen t ly  e n t e r e d  i n t o  s e t t l e m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  which  

were conc luded  by the compromise a t  hand. 

T h e  Commission h a s  t h i s  d a t e  e n t e r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n d i n g s  of f a c t  

numbered 22 through 31 ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  i n  which w e  have d e t a i l e d  t h e  pro- 

c e e d i n g s  l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  proposed s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t s  terms and c o n d i t i o n s ,  

and its cons id -e ra t ion  and approva l  b y  a l l  concerned.  We are s a t i s f i e d  

t h a t  the p a r t i e s  have s u b s t a n t i a l l y  complied w i t h  t h e  Commiss ion ' s  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  governing t h e  handl ing o f  compromise s e t t l e m e n t s  . h a h a  

T r i b e  of Nebraska v. United S t a t e s ,  8 Ind.  C 1 .  Comm. 392 (1960). 

T h e  Commission, being f u l l y  a d v i s e d  i n  t h e  premises ,  and  based on 

a l l  t he  e v i d e n c e  of record and a l l  t h e  surrounding c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and 

having found t h a t  t h e  proposed compromise s e t t l e m e n t  of the p l a i n t i f f  's 

cla im i n  Docket No. 334-B is  f a i r  and  j u s t  t o  t h e  A b s e n t e e  Shawnee 



T r i b e  and the  Shawnee Na t ion  and t h e  United S t a t e s  , h a s  t h i s  d a t e  

approved t h e  settlement and e n t e r e d  f i n a l  judgment i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  t e r m s  and p r o v i s i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  in t h e  " S t i p u l a t i o n  f o r  E n t r y  of 

F i n a l  judgment". 

Richard W. ~ a r b o r o u g h ,  ~ o r n m i s  s io rpy  

Margare H. p i e r c e ,  ~ o m m i s H i o n e r  d 
  rant ley Blue ,  Commissioner 




