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i BEFORE T2E INDI-AN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE IOWA TRIBE 53F THEIOWA RZSERVATION ) 
IN wSAS hhiD PfEBFSISEA, THE IOWA TRIBE ) 
OF THE IOWA RESERVATION IN OEiiilOK4, ) 
ET AL. , OMHA RIBE OF NEBRASKA, ET A L  . , ) 
?TIE SAC AKD FO TRIEE OF I N D U H S  OF i 1 
OKLAHOI-14, TEIE AC AND FOX TitI3E OF 1 
MISSOURI, THE SAC PdTD FOX TRIEE OF 
MISSISSIPPI I N  IOVA, ET AL. , 1 

1 
P l a i n t i f f s ,  1 

v. ) Docket No .  138 
1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 
1 

Defendant. 1 

ORDER ALLOWING REIXBURSEGNT OF EXPENSES OF THE ATTORNEE'S 
FOR THE SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF INDIANS OF OKL-UOMA 

HAVING CONSIDERED the  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  allowance of unreimbursed 
a t torneys '  expenses f i l e d  on October 17 ,  1966, f o r  t h e  l a w  f i rm  of 
Schiff  Hardin Waite Dorschel & B r i t t o n ,  a t torneys  f o r  the Sac  and Fox 
Tribe of Indians of Okfahoma, by G ~ o r g e  B. P le t sch ,  E s q u i r e ,  a p a r t n e r  
in t h e  f i rm and a t to rney  of record f o r  t h e  sa id  t r i b e ;  t h e  amendment 
and supplement t o  the  appl ica t ion  f i l e d  f o r  the s a i d  f i r m  by M r .  P l e t s c h  
on January 29, 1968; the  documentation of t he  claimed expenses  t h a t  
accompanied the  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  documenta t ion  
of t h e  expenses suppl ied with Mr. P l e t s c h ' s  l e t t e r s  d a t e d  September 6 ,  
1967, October 23, 1967, and December 9 ,  1967, and w i t h  M r .  P l e t s c h ' s  
explanatory memorandum f i l e d  on November 21 , 1967 ; t h e  d e f e n d a n t ' s  
responses t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  and the  mendment and supplement  
to t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f i l e d  on December 6, 1966, and September 21, 1970,  
r e spec t ive ly ;  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  under which t h e  a t to rneys  p rosecu ted  t h e  
claims of t h e  Sac  and Fox Tribe of Oklahoma; and t h e  remainder  of t h e  
record  here in ,  t h e  Commission f i n d s  as follows: 

1. On Match 2 ,  1965, i n  accordance wi th  an approved compromise 
se t t l emen t  between the Sac and Fox p l a i n t i f f s  and t h e  de fendan t ,  t h e  
Commission en tered  a  f i n a l  judgment i n  t h i s  docket i n  f a v o r  of t h o s e  
p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h e  amount of $1 ,096,533.42 (15 Ind. C1. Corn. 4 2 ,  e t ' - s e q = ) .  
Funds t o  s a t i s f y  the judgment were appropriated by t h e  Act  of A p r i l  30, 
1965 (79 S t a t .  81, 108). 

2. The o r i g i n a l  app l i ca t ion  by t h e  a t torney  of r e c o r d  prayed f o r  an 
o r d e r  allowing reimbursement of expenses  i n  the sum of $26,727.18. The 
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amendment and supplement f i l e d  on January 29 ,  1968, so  modified t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  now p r a y s  f o r  an o rder  a l lowing re imbursement  o f  
expenses i n  t h e  sum of $16,453.41. 

3 .  The d e f e n d a n t ' s  response t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  
a copy of a l e t t e r  from t h e  Deputy S o l i c i t o r ,  Departaent of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  
dated November 30, 1 9 6 6 ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  a copy of a memorandum d a t e d  
November 2 2 ,  1966,  from t h e  Acting Deputy A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner,  Bureau 
of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .  The Deputy S o l i c i t o r ' s  l e t t s r  r eads  i n  p a r t  as 
fo l lows  : 

I t  There  a r e  enclosed two copies  of a  memorandum da ted  November 2 2 ,  
1966, from t h e  Act ing  Deputy A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner which comments upon 
t h e  expenses  c la imed.  I n  i t s  r e p o r t  t h e  Bureau r a i s e s  q u e s t i o n s  concerning 
t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  reimbursement of c o s t s  of meals f o r  s t e n o g r a p h e r s  when 
they  worked o v e r t i m e  and o f  t a x i  f a r e s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w o r k e d  over t ime.  
The Bureau a l s o  comments on the h igh  c o s t  of d u p l i c a t i n g  c e r t a i n  documents 
which was i n c u r r e d  by t h e  a t t o r n e y s ,  11 

4 .  The d e f e n d a n t ' s  response t o  t h e  amendment and s u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  a  copy of a l e t t e r  d a t e d  August 25, 1969 ,  from t h e  
A s s o c i a t e  S o l i c i r o r  f o r  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  Department of the  I n t e r i o r ,  and 
a  copy of a  memorandum d a t e d  August 15 ,  . l 9 6 9 ,  from t h e  Act ing D e p u t y  
Commissioner, Bureau of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  and concluded by s t a t i n g  : "The 
Department o f  J u s t i c e  h a s  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  allowance of t h e  c l a i m e d  

1 I 
expenses  i f  t h e  Commission f i n d s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  proper  and r e a s o n a b l e .  

The l e t te r  from t h e  Assoc ia te  S o l i c i t o r  r e f e r r e d  t o  the memorandum 
from t h e  A c t i n g  Deputy Commissioner of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
amendment a n d  supplement t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  reimbursement of a t t o r n e y s '  
expenses  and concluded by s t a t i n g :  "As t h e  Act ing Deputy Commissioner  
n o t e s ,  t h i s  amendment appears  t o  modify t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n  i n  accordance 
w i t h  our  earlier comments. II 

The memorandum from t h e  Acting Deputy Commissioner, Bureau of 
I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  r e a d s  i n  p a r t  as follows: 

" R e c e n t l y ,  the  I n d i m  Claims Commission s e n t  t o  u s  an amendment 
and supplement  by which the law f i rm [ S c h i f f  Hardin Waite D o r s c h e l  & 
B r i t t o n ]  m o d i f i e d  i ts  o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n  and reasonably  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  
comments made i n  our  former memorandum. J o i n t  charges a r e  a l l o c a t e d  s o  
t h a t  each case b e n e f i t i n g  from t h e  expendi tu re  w i l l  bear i t s  f a i r  s h a r e  
of t h e  c o s t  . Expenses n o t  adequate ly  documented a r e  vi t h d r a ~ n  . Refunds 
overlooked i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  expense p e t i t i o n  are d e d u c t e d  
and m a t h e m a t i c a l  e r r o r s  c o r r e c t e d .  Costs  of meals and t a x i  fares i n  
connec t ion  w i t h  s t enograph ic  overtime a r e  withdrawn. Also,  CoS ts  of  making 
c o p i e s  of documents  a r e  reduced o r  withdrawn where they a p p e a r e d  t o  be  
e x c e s s i v e .  " 
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5 .  A n o t i c e  of  t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  a t t o r n e y s '  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l l o w a n c e  
of t h e i r  r e i m b u r s a b l e  e x p e n s e s  and of t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  amendment and 
s u p p l e m n t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was s e n t  t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  S a c  and Fox 
T r i b e  of I n d i a n s  of Oklahoma o n  October  10 ,  1 9 6 9 .  No r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  
Gas r e c e i v e d .  

6 .  The a t t o r n e y s '  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  S a c  and Fox T r i b e  o f  I n d i a n s  o f  
Oklahoaa p r o v i d e  f o r  r e i ~ b ~ r s e r n e n t  of t h e  a t t o r n e y s '  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e n s e s  
ou t  of f u n d s  r e c o v e r e d  f o r  t h e  t r i b e .  

7 .  A11 of  t h e  expense  items i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 6 , 4 5 3 . 4 1  
claimed i n  t h e  amended a ~ p l i c a t i o n  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  and p r o p e r l y  r e i m b u r s a b l e  
o u t  of t h e  judgment money r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  firial judgmen t .  

IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  o u t  of t h e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  p a y  t h e  
f i n a l  judgment e n t e r e d  h e r e i n  on March 2 ,  1 9 6 5 ,  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  Sac  a n d  Fox 
p l a i n t i f f s  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  d i s b u r s e d  t o  t h e  l a w  f i rm  of  S c h i f f  H a r d i n  Waite 
Dorschel  & B r i t t o n  o f  Ch icago ,  I l l i n o i s  t h e  sum of $ 1 6 , 4 5 3 . 4 1  as payment 
i n  f u l l  of  t he  s a i d  f i r m ' s  claim h e r e i n  f o r  un re imbursed  e x p e n s e s .  

Da ted  a t  Washington,  D. C., t h i s  7 *  day of A p r i l  1 9 7 1 .  

John T. Vance. Commissioner 




