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SEFOE E l E  INDIAN CLhIFlS COMMISSION 

VfE SEXINOLE INDIA.NS OF XiLE S T X E  .) 
.) O F  FLORIDA, 
1 

P l z L n t i f  f ,  1 
) Docket No. 73-A 

V. 

T i E  UNITED STP.TES OF & E R I C A  ) 
1 

Defendant 1 

Based upon the f ind ings  of f a c t  and opinion t h i s  day e n t e r e d  h e r e i n ,  
which f ind ings  of f a c t  and opinion a r e  hereby made a par: of t h i s  o r d e r ,  
the C ~ m i s s i o n  concludes a s  a matter of  law tha t :  

a. The p l a i n t i f f  t r i b e ,  following the  conclusions of  t h e  May 9, 1832, 
Treaty of Paynets  Landing (7 S ta t .  3681, never a c q u i r e d  recognized 
o r  r e se rva t ion  t i t l e  to ,  o r  any cornpensable i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  5 -mi l l i on  
a c r e  t r a c t  known here in  a s  t he  Macomb a rea  o r  " r e s e r v a t i o n ; "  

b. A s  of October 11, 1917, p l a i n t i f f  owned a compensable i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  99,200 ac re  S t a t e  Seminole Ind izn  Reservation i n  Monroe County 
t h a t  had been c rea t ed  f o r  the perpe tua l  use  and b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
Seminole Indiaas by the S t a t e  of Florida; 

c. On December 23, 1936, s a id  Monroe County Seminole I n d i a n  
Reservat ion w a s  withdrawn without consent of p l a i n t i f f  and i n  l i e u  
thereof  t he re  was subs t i t u t ed  another  reserva t ion  o f  104,800 a c r e s  i n  
Broward County, Flor ida;  

d.  The Monroe County r e se rva t ion  land was subsequent ly  conveyed t o  
the United S t a t a s  and nade p a r t  of t b e  Everglades N a t i o n a l  Park; 

e. The defendant,  as  a r e s u l t  of its a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o n c e r t  
with the  S t a t e  cf  Florida i n  acqui r ing  land, i n c l u d i n g  the ~ l a i n t 5 . f  f 's- 
r e s e r v a t i o n  lands i n  Monroe County, f o r  a proposed Eve rg lades  N a t i o n a l  
Park, assumed a spec i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and duty to  p r o t e c t  the  p l a i n t i f f  
t r i b e  from any unfa i r ,  improvident, o r  unconscionable d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
s a i d  r e se rva t ion  lands. 
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I T  I S  TWEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  t h e  p l a i n t i f f ' s  c l a i m  a s  se t  f o r t h  i n  
Count I of t h e  p e t i t i o n  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  5 - m i l l i o n  a c r e  t r a c t  known as t he  
Macomb a r e a  o r  " r e s e r v a t i o n "  be, and t h e  same i s  he reby  d i s m i s s e d .  

I T  I S  FURTHER OmERED t h a t  t h e  p l a i n t i f f ' s  c l a i m  a s  s e t  forth i n  
Count I1 of t h e  p e t i t i o n  be schedu led  f o r  a f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g  on a l l  i s s u e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f a i r n e s s  and adequacy of t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
Decenber 23 ,  1 9 3 6 ,  exchange of  t h e  99 ,200 a c r e  S t a t e  Seminole  I n d i a n  
R e s e r v a t i o n  a t  Monroe County f o r  t h e  104 ,800  acre Broward County 
r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and  a l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  t h a t  bear upon t h e  e x t e n t ,  i f  any ,  o f  
d e f e n d a n t ' s  l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  tribe. 

s 
Dated a t  Washington,  D.  C . ,  t h i s  -day of P a r c h  1971. 

&->2 k % L e Q e  
T. Vance, Commissioner 

R icha rd  W.  Yarbo 

Pierce, Commissioner 




