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OPINION OF THE COPfNiSSIOX 

Conmiss ioner  Vance delivered tile o p i n i o n  02. t h e  Commission. 

'Shj s m a t  t c r  has been p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Commission f o r  c o n s i d e r a  t i c n  

and  a p p r o v a l  of s cmpromi.se s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  

and a 1 1  g r o u p s  t h e r e o f  i n  the nbovc e n t i t l e d  d o c k e t s ,  t h e  terms o f  

s h i c h  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  " S t i p u l a t i o n  f o r  E n t r y  of F i n a l  Judgment" s e t  

f o r t h  i n  F i n d i n g  No. 7.5 of t h e  C m . i s s i o n  f i l e d  t h i s  d a t e .  



T!ic Comxission iias i ~ e r e i o i n r c  d e z e m i n e d  i n  t h e  above d o c k e t s  i n  

8  I n d .  C l .  Comm. 78 (F ind ings  numbered 1 t o  32 i n c l u s i v e )  tha: :he 

p l a i n t i f f  Winnebago T r i b e  and Nat ion o f  I n d i a n s  h e l d  : i t l e  t o  Royce 

Area l & 9  ceded  by t h e  T r e a t y  o f  August 1,  1829 (7  S t a r .  323) ; Royce 

Arcn 174, ceded by t h e  T r e a t y  o f  September 14 ,  1832 ( 7  S t a t  . 370)  ; and  

p o r t  ion o f  Royce Aree 245 d e s c r i b e d  i n  Commission F i n d i n g  3 2 ,  c e d e d  by 

t h c  l'rcn t y  o f  November 1,  1837 ( 7  S t a t  . 544) . 
Thc CommLsaion h a s  a l s o  h e r e t o f o r e  de te rmined  i n  t h e  above  d o c k e t s  

i n  16 lu t l .  C l .  C m .  81 (FLndlngs numbered 33 t o  59  i n c l u s i v e )  t h a t  on  

t h c  r c a p c c t i v c  c f f c c t i v c  t r e n t y  dn t c s  t h e  2,702,444 a c r e s  o f  Royce Area 

149 1md a market v a l u e  o f  $2,025,000;  t h a t  t h e  2 ,101,455 a c r e s  o f  Royce 

Area 174 had n market  v a l u e  o f  $1,575,000;  and t h a t  t h e  2 ,981 ,303  

awarded a c r e s  oE Royce Area 245 had a  f a i r  market  v a l u e  o f  $1 ,500 ,000 .  

Hy i n t c r l . o c u t o r y  o r d e r  d a t e d  October  13,  1965, t h e  Commission d i r e c t e d  

t h e  c a s e s  proceed w i t h  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  p l a i n t i f f s  r e c e i v e d  

f o r  cnch of t h e  a f o r e s a i d  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d ;  of  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  o f f s e t s ,  

i r  a n y ;  and such o t h e r  I s s u e s  a s  may bccome p e r t i n e n t .  

On an a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Caur t  o f  Claims hy  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  from t h e  

Comuiss ion ' s  v a l u e  o r  Royce Area 149 (Docket No. 2 4 4 ) ,  t h e  C o u r t  o f  

Claims a l f i n n e d  t h e  f i n d i n ~ s  and d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Connnission, 181 C t .  

The C m i s s i o n  lros e n t e r e d  t h i s  d a t e  a d d i c i o n e l  f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  

numbered 60 through 79, i n c l u s i v c ,  i n  which wc have d e t a i l e d  t h e  p r o -  

c e e d i n g s  l e a d i n g  up t o  the  proposed s e t c l e m e n t ,  i ts  t e r m s  and c o n d i t i o n s ,  

and I t s  c o n s i d e r a  t i o n  nrd opprovn L by n l  l concerned . We a r e  s a t i s f i e d  



2 3  ind. C1. COXE.  3 6 4  

t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  have  s u b s c a n t i a l l y  c o a ? l i e d  with t h e  Cori imission 's  

r e q u i r e a e n t s  g o v e r n i n g  che h a n d l i n g  o f  compromise s e t t l e m e c t s .  (_he 

h'3h3 T r t b c  o f  N e b r a s k a ,  8 I n d .  C 1 .  Corn .  3 9 2 . )  

".. 
i i lc  C m i . r s i o n  b e i n g  f u l l y  a d v i s e d  i n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  and  b a s e d  

upon the  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e c o r d  and a l l  t h t  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and 

h a v i n g  found t h a ~  tile proposed comp~csmisc s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the p l a i n t i f f s  ' 

c'l.alrns i n  Docket  Nos. 243, 244 and 245 i s  f a i r  a n d  j u s t  t o  t h e  Winne- 

bag0  T r i b e  and  N a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n s  and t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  t h i s  

d a t e  a p p r o v e d  t h c  s e t t l e m e n t  and e n t e r e d  f i n a l  judgment  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  terns and  p r o v i s i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t he  " S t i p u l a r i o n  f o r  E n t r y  

0 f F i n n  L Judgmen t . "  

w. Vance ,  ~ o ~ m i s s i o n e r  

M n r g n r e t 8 .  P i e r c e ,  Co 




