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I .  The Sioux T r i b e  o f  I n d i a n s  is  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g r o u p  of  Amer- 

i c a n  Indians entitled t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  a c t i o n  under S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  

I n d i a n  CLaims Comn~ission A c t .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  the S i o u x  were divided 

i n t o  s e v e n  major  groups: ( I )  Medawakantons , (2)  Wahpakootas , (3 )  

S i s s e t o n s ,  ( 4 )  Wahpecons, (5)  Yanktons, ( 6 )  Yanktona i s ,  (7) T e t o n s .  

L:ncIl o f  t h e  seven  Sioux c r i b e s  w n s  sub-divided i n t o  s e v e r a l  b a n d s ,  and  

r h c s ~  bands were i n  t u r n  s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l e r  groups .  

Each of t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  the  Rosebud, S t a n d i n g  Rock, P i n e - R i d g e ,  

Cheyenne Ilivcr, Crow Creek,  Lower l i ru lc ,  S m t e c  and F o r t  Peck  S i o u x  is 

a n  o r g a n i x e d  t r i b e  o f  American I n d i a n s ,  recognized by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

tile I n t e r i o r  a s  n u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  each t r i b e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Each 

i s  e n t i t l e d  to m a i n t a i n  nn a c t i o n  under S e c t i o n  2 o f  the I n d i a n  Cla ims  

Commission A c t .  Toge ther  t h e s e  e i g h t  p l z i n t i f f s  arc  t h e  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  



i n r e r e s t  t o  thc S L O U X  t r f b c s  o r  bantls who were p a r t i e s  t o  the T r e n  t y  of 

A p r i l  2 9 ,  1868, 1 5  S t a t .  6 3 5 .  The nhor ix inn l  t i t l e  c l a i m  which i s  

p r e s e n t l y  before  thc  Commission i s  a s se r r ed  on behal f  of  the Yank tomi  

~ n d  T e t o n  S ioux .  A 1  1 p l a i n t i f f s  except  the Sioux o f  t h e  San tee  Reser- 

v n t i o n  o r e  comprised l e a s t  i n  part of Yanktonai o r  Te ton  descendan t s ,  

or h t h .  TIlc Sontee s f o u x  however, a r e  descendants  oC Medawaknnton and . 

W:111pokootn S ioux. 

2 .  The Three A f f i l i a t e d  Tr ibes  of the F o r t  Rer thold  Reserva t ion  

i s  i1n i d e n t i f i a b l e  group of American Indians  e n t i t l e d  t o  r a i n r a i n  a n  

a c t i o n  under t he  Indlnn Claims Cotmission Act .  It i s  t h e  succes so r  i n  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h r c e  'fndiou t r i b e s ,  the Ar iknra ,  t h e  Mandan, and t h e  

l i idntsn ( a l s o  known as  the  Cros Vent rc) .  

3 .  The Chippcwn Crec 'Srihe of t h e  Rocky Boy's Rese rva t ion ,  Montana 

i s  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  group o f  American Indians  e n t i t l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  

a c t i o n  under the Tndian Claims Commission Act. 

4 .  I n  tile middlc o f  the seventccnth cen tu ry ,  t h e  Sioux were 

1 i v i n g  n t t h e  l~eadwn t e r s  of  t he  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  The p r e s s u r e  of  

o t h e r  lndiiin t r i b e s  drove the Tetons and Yanktonais southward and west- 

w a r d  'L'hey e n t e r e d  the lands he re  a t  issue dur ing  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  i n h a b i t i n g  them a long  w i t h  the  A r i k a r a ,  Mnndan 

and I f i d a t s n .  L a t e r ,  t hc  Sioux came t o  e x c l u s i v e l y  occupy much of  t h e  

land  fo rmer ly  occupied by the  Ariknrn , Mnndan and Hidn c s a ,  a s  t h e s e  

t h r e e  t r ibes were d c c i m t e d  by smallpox e ~ i d e m i c s  and became unab le  t o  

wi t h s  tnnd hos t i  le a t t a c k s  . 
5 .  Tn 1732, D'Eg Lisc,  t r a d e r ,  ascended the  Missour i  R ive r  t o  

~ h e  Mandnn v . i l l n g e s .  I n  desc r ib ing  ~ ' E g l i s e ' e  t r i p ,  Zenon Trudeau 
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w r o t e  Llln: t h e  M f i ~ l d n n  l i v i i l ~  i n  Eorr i f i c d  v: 1 l n ~ c u  wcrc p e r p e t u a l l y  a t  

w n r  w i t h  t11c S i o u x .  

In 1734 c~nti 1735, Jean i i n p t i s t c  T r u t e a u ,  a t r a d e r ,  gave  d e t a i l e d  

: lccorInts  o f  h i s  c r ~ v e l s  ~ I I  che i - t i s sour i  v a l l e y .  Above t h e  mouth o f  t h e  

Wtitc l i i v e r  h c  encouncercd a group o f  S ioux .  T l ~ e  spokesman s a i d  he w a s  

n Ynnkton S i o u x  ' b h o  l i v e d  on t h c  Des Moines River" .  T r u t e n u  c o n t i n u e d :  

But t h c y  had h i d d e n  from me t h n r  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  
t h r e e  Lodges o f  c h c i r  n a t i o n  and t h a t  t h i s  band 
w a s  l a r g e l y  composed o f  T e t o n  S ioux ,  a  f e r o c i o u s  
p e o p l e ,  l i t t l e  civilized, who wandered around 
c o n s t r t n t l y  Eor L'ood :<;*; 'I?le v z s t  p r a i r i e s ,  which 
t h c y  c r o s s e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i ,  were p r e s e n t l y  
s t r i p p e d  of w i l d  animals  and they were o b l i g e d  t o  
h u n t  tile buf f310  and w i l d  cows on the banks of  t h e  
N f s s n u r i ,  nncl even t o  c r o s s  o v e r  t o  rhc  wes t  bank f o r  
h u n t i n g  *;*k (DeL. Ex. 113 ,  pp.  268 -269 ) .  

' l ' rutcnu L u r c h c r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S ioux  hunted i n  the s u b j e c t  a r e a  a n d  

t r a d e d  r h c i r  catch wit11 o t h e r  Sioux F a r t h e r  east i n  p r e s e n t  d a y  

M i n n e s o t a :  

I l le  nor t l l e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  Missour i  i s  i n h a b i t e d  
by t h e  g r e a r  S ioux  n n r i o n ,  a lmos t  a l l  of whom a r e  
e n c n ~ l e s  of  t h e  N:lndsns, t h e  Cros Ven t res  and  t h e  
l t i . ca rns ,  arri e t h e r  n a t i o n s  also. The S ioux  n a t i o n  
art7 01: ~ I I O S C  who h u n t  h e a v e r ;  2nd nLmast c v c r y  s p r i n g  
Lhcy o b t a i n  Kre:lc q u n n t i t i e s  f rom h e r e ,  which t h e y  
c r a d e  w i t h  t h o s e  Sioux who f r e q u e n t  t h e  S t  . P e t e r ' s  
i i i v c r  and t h a t  nc-Lghborhootl. ( D c l .  Ex. 113, p .  3 0 1 ) .  

F L i u  I 1  y ,  T r u t t 3 ~  was wnrncd t tmt  t i=  'l't%cons occupied t h e  s u b j e c t  a r e a  

Do you ch [ n k ,  tiley s a i d  t o  KC, you cnn escape. the  hands  
of c l ~ c  S i o u x ,  who border  t h e  Missour i  on both  s i d e s ,  
cvcu LO the  vil l ; ly,c of  the  Ar lknrns  and even nbove 
t h a t .  ' Ihcy n r c  witrned, thcy  w t l l  hun t  f o r  you *** 
Tor t h c y  m i d  t o  me, the  Tctonv do no t  have a good 
d i s p ~ ~ l i : i ~ n .  cncr.  E X .  113, p .  2 7 3 ) .  



A t  t h i s  dace the Ar ikaras  were be ing  d r iven  n o r t h  by the  S ioux toward 

Knife  River i n  Norch Dakoca. 

6 .  The f i r s r  American e x p l o r e r s  u p  the M i s s o u r i  were Lewis a n d  

C l . l r k  1804. They r epo r t ed  on the  l o c a t i o n  of  t he  Sioux bands,  

p l a c i n g  the Tetons nnd Yanktomis i n  n p ~ r o x i m a t e l y  the  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  

o f  the claimed a r e a .  The i r  l o c a t i o n s  were g iven  a s  fo l lows:  

"Yank- t o n  (of t h e  no r th  o r  p l a i n s )  -- From t h e  
head of the r i v e r  S t .  P e t e r s  end ~ e d  r i v e r  of  t h e  
Missouri. ,  about  t h e  Gren t Bend. If -- 
I t  Te-ton, Rois b r u l e  -- On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
Missour i ,  from t h e  mouth of the White r i v e r  t o  
Tcton r i v e r . "  

11 Te-ton, 0-kan-dnn-das -- From the  mouth of  t h e  
Chcynnc r l v c r ,  on each s i d e  of t he  M i s s o u r i , , a s  h i g h  
R S  t he  Rfcknras . I 1  

11 Teton-sah-o-nc - -  On each s i d e  of  t he  Missouri, from 
t h e  I t lcknms,  t o  t h e  mouth of  Ihmconne r i v c r . "  

7 -  In 1805, Lieu tenant  Zebulon M,i1ike explored  t h e  Upper Xissis- 

sippi River .  He. s t a t e d  tha t  t he  Yanktonsis and Tetons wandered i n  t h e  

nrca  Ixtwcen the  tower Kcd Liivcr nnd thc Missouri, wfth  the Te tons  

d f spc r scd  on both s i d e s  o f  the Missour i ,  "on t h e  n o r t h  p r i n c i p a l l y  

from the  r i v c r  Chiennc up; and on t h e  souch, from the  Mahas t o  t h e  

MFnetnrcs,  o r  Crov Ventres ."  (PI .  Ex. 26,  pp. 3 4 3 - 3 4 4 ) .  

I n  2806, Alexander Henry, a n t i t i s h  t r a d e r ,  p laced  t h e  S ioux  i n  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of the  claimed a r e a .  He desc r ibed  t h e  r i d g e  

a d j o i n i n g  Dog Den Ilutte as t h e  Sioux f r o n t i e r .  Dog Den Bu t t e  was used 

n s  n lookout  for  enemies by tihe Sioux and by the Plains-Ojibwa.  I n  

1824 o r  1825, t he  Sioux drove the Plains-Ojibwa o u t  of  n s tockaded  




















