
TliE PEORIA TXIBE OF 1NDIX':S OF ) 
OKLfiJ!OY3, ON T3E!LILF OF T I E  ) 
WEA M I I O N ,  c t  ai., ) 

) 
P l a t n t i f f s ,  ) 

1 
v. 1 Docket No. 314 -C  

) 
T?iE UNITED STATES OF AHERICA, 1 

1 
Defendant. ) 

HtlVIKG CONSIDERED the  a p p l i c s t i o n s  f o r  a t t o r n e y s 1  fees and 
reimbursement of n l l ~ w s b l e  expcnses f i l e d  on Fcbrusry  2 7 ,  1970, by 
Jiick Joscpn, Esqui re ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  of record  f o r  t h c  above-named 
p l a i n t i f f s ,  i n  beha l f  oE h i m e l f  and t h e  law f i r n  o f  Brown, Dashow, 
L a n g e l u t t i g ,  Arons & Dorcn; t h e  defendari t ' s  response  t o  t h e  s a i d  
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  f i l e d  on Apr i l  27, 1970; t h e  c c n t r a c t  under  which t h e  
a t t o r n e y s  se rved  t h e  s a i d  p l a i n t i f f s ,  and t h e  ramainder  of  t h e  r e c o r d  
h e r e i n ,  the C o ~ i s s  ion  f i n d s  as fol lows : 

1. On January 28, 1970, a f i n a l  award was e n t e r e d  h e r e i n  i n  t h e  
amount of $349,750.00 i n  favor of The Peor ia  T r ibe  of Indians of 
Oklahoma, on behal f  o f  the Wea Nation (22 Ind. C l .  Corn. 384). Funds 
t o  s a t i s f y  t h c  award were appropriated by t h e  Act o f  July 6 ,  1970 
(84 S t a t .  376).  

2. The s t t o r n c y s '  s e r v i c e s  i n  bchglf of t h e  p l s l n t i f f s  were 
r c ~ l d e r e d  under c o n t r a c t  No. I-1-Fad. 42129, dated  October 18 ,  1948, 
which t h c  Peor ia  T r ibc  of Oklahonm cntercd  i n t o  w i t h  t h e  l a w  firin of 
Brown, Dashow, and Z i e d m n  (now Brown, Dashow, L ~ n g e l u t t i g ,  Arons h 
Doran). Sa id  c o n r r a c t  was approved on 3ccembcr 24, 1948, and had a 
s p e c i f  i cd  LnitLal  term of 10 years  b c g i m i n g  with t h e  d a t c  of approva l .  
It has been' a ~ e n d e d  snd twice extended. The c n r r e n t  c x t e n s  ion ,  
approved on November 22, 1963, i u  f o r  a p e r i o d  of 10 years t h a t  
comcnced  on Dcccmbctr 24, 1963. An amnilmcnt ap2roved on K o v e d e r  13, 
1963, modif ied t he  c o n t r a c t  " to  :;how c h t  nscles of t h e  a t t o r n e y s - p a r t i e s "  
t h c r c t o  as "Jack Joseph nnd Brow,, Dsshow, L a n g c l u t t i g ,  Axons and 
Doran". 
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3 .  S o i d  c o n t r a c t ,  as  anended and excendcd, f i x e s  t h e  compensation 
of :he a t to rneys  a t  10 percent  of any .znd a l l  sums recovered  t h ~ o u g h  t h e  
a t ~ o r n e y s '  e f f o r c s  f o r  the  Indians .  The concracc  a l s o  provides  t h a t  
t h e  accorney5 s n a l l  be  reF,?iSurscd f rom such recovered  sums f o r  t h e i r  
r ea sonab l e  expenses  incxr red  i n  t h e  p rosecu t ion  of t h e  c l a i m  of t he  
Ind i a n s  . 

4 .  The npp l i ca t ions  i n  behalf  of the  a t t o r n e y s  r e q u e s t  an  award 
of $ 3 4 , 9 7 5 . 0 0  t n  f e e s ,  an emount cquol t o  10 pe rccn t  of t h e  afcrementioned 
award t o  the  ~ l a ~ c f f s ,  and r e im~urscmen t  of c laimed expenses amounting 
t o  $3,891.19. 

5 .  The defendant ' s  response t o  t h e  n p p l i c a t i o n s  t r a n s m i t t e d  a copy 
o f  A l e t t e r ,  da ted  Apr i l  15, 1970, from the  Assoc ia t e  S o l i c i t o r ,  Ind ian  
Affa i r s ,  Eepartinent of t he  I n t e r i o r ,  and a copy of  a n  accompanying 
memorandum, da ted  March 26, 1970, from t h e  Accing Assoc ia t e  Conmissioner, 
Bureau of Ind ian  A f f a i r s ,  and i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  "defendant  i n t e r p o s e s  
no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  allowance of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  i n  t h e  sum of $34,975, 
o r  t h e  allowance of re imjursable .expenscs  i n  t he  sum of $3,891.19." The 
l e t t e r  from t h e  Associate  S o l i c i t o r  r e f e r s  t o  adv ice  i n  t h e  rne~orandum 
from t h e  Acting Associate Ccr;~nissioner,  Bureau of I n d i z n  A f f a i r s ,  t o  
t h e  ef fec t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no ob jec t ion  t o  t h e  a ? p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a t t o r n e y s '  
f e e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  app l i cab le  c o n t r a c t  provides f o r  f e e s  i n  t h e  10 ?e rcen t  
anount  r eques t ed ,  and that t h e  i t e m  conta ined  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
reimbursement of expenses appear t o  f a l l  within t h o s e  c a t e g o r i e s  of 
expenses which a r e  reasonable and proper f o r  reimbursement,  and expres ses  
concurrence  i n  t h e  vLews expressed by t h e  Acting Assoc ia t e  Commissioner. 

6 .  An appropr i a t e  n o t i c e  of t h e  f i l i n g  of the  a t t o r n e y s 1  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
was d u l y  s e n t ,  on Mixch 2 ,  1970, t o  t h e  Chief of t h e  Peoria Tribe of 
Ind ians  of  Oklahom, No response t o  t h i s  n o t i c e  has  been r ece ived .  

7. The a t t o r n e y s  have resdercd  va luab le  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  
s u c c e s s f u l  prosecut ion  he re in  of t he  claims of the above-named p l a i n t i f f s  
and they  a r e  e n t i t l e d  under t he  terms of t h e  a f o r e m c n ~ i o n e d  c o n t r a c t  
t o  an award of f ee s  i n  t he  reques ted  amount of $34,975.00. 

8. The a t t o r n c y s  ' a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  rc imbursencni  of a l l owab le  e spenses  
accoun t s  f o r  unrcimhursed expenses incur rca  h e r e i n  t o t a l i n g  $3,891.13. 
A l l  of t h e  expenses included i n  t h i s  t o t a l  a r e  r ea sonab le  and p r o p e r l y  
rc imbursab  l e  out of the  funds appropr ia ted  t o  s a c i s f y  the aforementioned 
f i n a l  award. 

IT IS  THEXFZORE OXDERED that: out of the funds : ~ p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  
s a t i s f y  t h e  f i c a l  award enccred hc rc in  on january 25, 1970 (22 fnd. C l .  
Corm. 3%),  t h e r e  s h 1 1  be ciisburscC t o  J a c k  Joscph 2nd Brown, Dashow, 
I . sn&clu t i i ,g ,  ,kens Goran t h e  srnn 05 $ 3 4 , 9 7 5 . 0 0  as p.i!rrnent i n  f u l l  of 
t h e  a t c o r n c y s '  f c ~ s  owed f o r  l e g a l  scrviccs  rendered h e r e i n  f o r  t h ?  
above-n~med p l a i n t i f f s .  



IT IS FLT\THE!I ORDEIiED c h a t  o u t  o r  t kc sonc a p u r o p r i a t e a  f u n d s  
there s h a i l  be  d i s b u r s e d  t o  J a c k  Joseph and Brown, Dasnow, Langciuttig, 
Aroils & Doran ~ h c  suln o i  $ 3 , 5 9 1 . 1 9  a s  pzyncz t  in fuii O E  their claim 
h c r e i n  f o r  u n r c i ~ b u r s c d  c:.:?enses. 

& 
Doted at Wash ing ton ,  D. C . ,  t n i s  day of August 1970. 

John T. Vance , Cornmiss ioner 

.Richard W. Yarborough, Commissioner 

?t i rgz.rv 8. Pierce, Comissioqer 

4- -3-$7 53:f 
(9fld/*GLrh rp9&$- 
Braacley Blue, Cor i v  4 




