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BEFOFS THE X D I A N  CTAIXS COI%TSSIOM 

THE PEORIA TRIBE OF IhiIANS OF ) 
OKWOM4, ON BEXALF OF THE 
PI-h?TTESF?W NATION, e t a 1  . , ) 

) 
P l a i n t i f f s ,  ) 

v. Docket No. 99 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

Defendant. ) 

ORDER ALLOWING ATTORNEYS' FEES 
AND REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 

i-. 

HAVING CONSIDERED t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  and 
reimbursement of a l lowable expenses f i l e d  on February 28, 1970, by 
Jack  Joseph, Esquire ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  of record of t h e  above-named 
p l a i n t i f f s ,  i n  behalf of himself. and t h e  law f i r m  of Brown, Dashow, 
Lange lu t t i g ,  Arons 6 Doran; t h e  defendant ' s  response t o  t h e  s a i d  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n s ,  f i l e d  on A p r i l  27, 1970; t h e  con t r ac t  under which t h e  a t t o r n e y s  
served  t h e  s a i d  p l a i n t i f f s ,  and t h e  remainder of t h e  r eco rd  h e r e i n ,  
t h e  Commission f i n d s  a s  fol lows:  

1. On February 11, 1970, a f i n a l  award gas en te red  h e r e i n  i n  t h e  
amount of $3,270,400.00 i n  favor  of The Peor ia  T r ibe  of I n d i a n s  of 
Oklahoma, on behalf  of t h e  Piankeshaw Nation (22 Ind.  C1. Comm. 442).  
Funds t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  award were appropr ia ted  by t h e  A c t  of J u l y  6 ,  
1970 (84 S ta t .  376). 

2. The a t to rneys '  s e r v i c e s  i n  behalf of t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  were 
rendered  under con t r ac t  No. I-1-ind. 42129, dated October 1 8 ,  1948, 
which t h e  Peoria  Tribe of Oklahoma entered  i n t o  wi th  t h e  l a w  f i r m  of 
Brown, Dashow, and Ziedman (now Brown, Dashow, Lange lu t t i g ,  Arons h 
Doran). Said con t r ac t  was approved on December 24, 1948, and had a 
s p e c i f i e d  i n i t i a l  term of 10  yea r s  beginning wi th  t h e  d a t e  of approval .  
It h a s  been amended and twice extended. The c u r r e n t  ex t ens ion ,  approved 
on November 22, 1963, i s  f o r  a per iod of 10 years  t h a t  commenced on 
December 24, 1963. An amendment approved on November 1 3 ,  1969, modif ied 
t h e  c o n t r a c t  " to  show t h e  names of t he  a t torneys-par t ies"  t h e r e t o  as 
I' Jack Joseph and Brown, Dashow, Langelu t t ig ,  Arons and Doran''. 

3 .  Said con t r ac t ,  a s  amended and extended, f i x e s  t h e  compensation 
of t h e  a t t o rneys  a t  10 percent  of any and a l l  sums recovered  through 
t h e  a t to rneys '  e f f o r t s  f o r  t he  Indians.  The c o n t r a c t  a l s o  p rov ides  
t h a t  t h e  a t t o rneys  s h a l l  be reimbursed from such recovered sums f o r  
t h e i r  reasonable expenses incurred i n  t he  prosecut ion of t h e  c l a ims  of 
t h e  Indians.  



23 I n d .  C 1 .  Corn. 403 404 

4 .  The a t torneys  request  an award of $327,040.00 i n  f e e s ,  an 
amount equal t o  10 percent of the  aforementioned award t o  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  
and reimbursement of claimed expenses amounting t o  $11,508.00. 

5. The defendant 's  response t o  the a t to rneys '  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t r a n s -  
mitted a copy of n l e t t e r ,  dated Aprii 15, 1970, from t h e  Associate 
Solicitor, Indian Af fa i r s ,  Department of the i n t e r i o r ,  and a copy of a n  
accc)mpanyLng mcmormidum, dated March 26,  1970, from t h e  Acting Associa te  
Cornmiss ioncr , Bureau oE Indian Affairs,  and ind ica tes  t h a t  the  "defendant 
interposes no object ion t o  t h e  ollowoncc of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  i n  t h e  sum of - 
$327,040, or  t h c  allowance of reLmbursnble expenses i n  t h e  sum of $11,508. 
The l e t t e r  from t h e  Associate S o l i c i t o r  r e f e r s  t o  adv ice  i n  t h e  memorandum 
from thc  Acting Associate Commissioner, Bureau of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  there  is no ob jec t ion  t o  the a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s ,  
s ince  t h e  applicable con t rac t  provides f o r  f ees  i n  t h e  10 percent  amount 
requested, and thac t h e  items contained i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  reimburse- 
ment of expenses appear t o  f a l l  wi th in  those  c a t e g o r i e s  of expenses which 
a re . reasonab lc  and proper f o r  reimbursement, and expresses  concurrence i n  
t h e  views expressed by t h e  Acting Associate Cormniss i o n e r  . 

6 .  An appropriate no t i ce  o f t h e  f i l i n g  of t h e  a t t o r n e y s '  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
was duly s e n t ,  on March 2 ,  1970, t o  the  Chief of t h e  Peor ia  Tr ibe  of 
Indians of Oklahoma. No response t o  t h i s  no t i ce  has been received.  

7. The at torncys have r c n d c r e d ' . v z l u ~ b l ~  ~ c ~ e l ' .  services i n  t h e  --. 
successful prosecution of the claims asse r t ed  he re in  by t h e  above-named 
p l a i n t i f f s  and they a r c  e n t i t l e d  under the  terms of t h e  aforementioned 
contrac t  t o  an award of fees i n  t h e  requested amount of  $327,040.00. 

8. The a t t o r n c y s t  app l i ca t ion  f o r  reimbursement of a l lowable  expenses 
accounts f o r  unreimburscd expenscs incurred he re in  t o t a l i n g  $11,508.00. 
A l l  of t h e  cxpcnses included i n  t h i s  t o t a l  a r e  reasonable  and p roper ly  
rcimbursnble out of the  funds appropr ia ted  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  aforementioned 
f i n a l  award. 

IT IS  THEREFORE O R D E E D  t h a t  our of the  funds appropr ia ted  t o  s a t i s f y  
the  f i n a l  award entered he re in  on February 11, 1970 (22 Ind. C l .  Cottxn. 
442), t h e r e  s h a l l  be disbursed t o  Jack Joseph and Brown, Dashow, 
Lnngelut t ig ,  Arons & Doran t h e  sum of $327,040.G0 a s  payment i n  f u l l  of 
t h c  a t to rneys '  f ees  w e d  f o r  se rv ices  rendered h e r e i n  by t h e  a t t o r n e y s  
f o r  t h e  above-named p l a i n t i f f s .  

IT' IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  out of the same a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds t h e r e  
s h a l l  bc disbursed t o  Jack Joseph and Brown, Dashow, Lange lu t t ig ,  Arons 
6 Doran t h e  s u m  of $11,508.00 as  payment i n  f u l l  of their c la im h e r e i n  
f o r  unreimbursed expenses. 



John T .  Vsncc,  Corr~nissioner 

X icha rd  W. Yar5orougn, C o m i s s i o n e r  

- 

Xargiircc '4. ~ r e r c e  ,' Comiss ione r  
/ I  




