
1. The p l ~ i n r i f f ,  t h e  Tuscarora  I c d i e n  X s c i o n ,  i s  an i d e n t i f i a b l r  

2 .  The l a c d s  which a r c  chc s u b j e c t  of t h e  c l a i x  f i l e d  here in  are- 

l o c s t e d  i n  R2zLi.e Couzry, S o r t h  CaroLinii,  on t h e  s c u t h  s i d e  of t h e  

l3z:inning at che Xouc'n oE Quits i loy Swaxp,  r u n n i n g  
up t h e  saFd Swaap Pour Hundred and T h i r t y  P o l e s ,  t o  
a - S c r u b b y  Oak, nscr t he  H c i d  of  the  s a i d  Swamp, by a 
G r z a t  S p r i n g ;  :!-.en Xor:h Ten 9cgrecs Easz, E i g h t  Eundred 
sad P i i c y  Poles, to a Persir-:on Trec C;I zhe Xsqais Swzmp; 
then  a l o n g  the S u m ?  and l o c c s m  r a i n  Course, Sorch  
F L i t y  Scvcn Degrees West, Two Tilousa:ici S5s kiuncircd nnd 
F o r t y  .Poles  t o  3 Hickory on t h e  c v s t  S i d e  o f  t h e  F a l l i n g  
Rcn, o r  Ccep Crezk,  322 dowa t h e  va r ious  Courscs  of 
the s z i d  t o  X o r ~ t c o c k  Rive:; the:; dawn t h e  B i v e r  
L O  t h c  5 i r s t  S t z t i o n ;  . . . 



were s l c u z t e d  in the piedxozt acd coes ral p l a i n s  of X o r t h  Caro l ina  

a long  the Neuse, Tar  and Roznoke r i v e r s .  D u r i n g  and a t  the  conc lus ion  

of the so -ca l l ed  Tuscarora Wars (1711-1713), a substantial p o r t i o n  of 

t h e  'Tuscaroras moved to  Pennsylvania and SEW York where they r e s i d e d  

w i t h  v a r i o u s  p o r t i o n s  of tile Five Nations and subsequent ly  i n  zbout  

1722 became the s i x i h  na t ion  of c5a t  confederacy.  

4 .  Around 1711 erncd hostilities broke o u t  between the  c o l o n i a l s  

i a  North C a r o l i n a  and the  usc car or as and o t h e r  I n d i a n s  which r e s u l t e d  

a  s e r i o u s  d e f e a t  f o r  the Tuscarorss .  

S e v e r a l  of the  Tuscarora v i l  l s g e s  ic the  Xeusk-?anplico ~ i v e r  

a r e a  of North Caro l ina  refused t o  j o i n  wich the Tusca ro ra  h o s t i l e s  

undcr Chief  Hancock i n  the war agnins t the c o l o n i s t s  . The v i l l a g e s  

r e n a i n i n g  l o y a l  t o  the  white  c o l o n i s t s  were under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

Ton B loun t ,  who was Later proclaimed, by the  c o l o n i a l  government, as 

King of t h e  f r i e n d l y  Tuscaroras .  A t  t h i s  time, 1712 ,  Blount  and t h e  

v i l l a g e  leaders of the s e v e r a l  f r iendl ;  Tuscarora t~wns en te red  i n t o  

a t r e a t y  of a i d  and nssis  tance wi th  the Colony of North C a r o l i n a  t o  

a i d  i n  de fense  of the colony and the wh i t e  s e r t l e r s  a g s i c s t  t h e  s e v e r a l  

marauding bands of Indians i n  North Caro l ina .  

When the war endad i n  1713, the f r i e n d l y  Tuscarora  I n d i a n s  under  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i ?  of "King" Blount who had a v s i s  ted che c o l o n i s t s  remained 

i n  t h e  Colony of Xorth Carol ina acd werz a s s i g e d  l s n d s  on t h e  Neuse 



C ~ l o n y  of S u r : n  Caro!ina in ending the Tuscarora  War and t h e  cozz inued  

aid t h e r c s f ~ e r  i n  k e e p i n g  t h e  h o s t i l e  t r i b e s  i n  North CarolLna i n  

check. 

5 .  The lands a l l o t t e d  to Elount and the I n d i a n s  unde r  h i s  c a r e  

i n  the Neusc-?amplico a rea  were endangered by the  South C a r o l i n a  t r i b e s  

t o  &he dcgrec t h a t  ?,lount reques ted  the Colonia l  Covernmezt o f  North 

Carol ina that h i s  l ands  on the  keuse-PanplLco River b e  rxchaxged f o r  

l.znds i n  t he  northerly a r e a  of t h c ' s t a t e .  The r e q u e s t  was approved  

by g ran t ing  che Tuscarora  Tildians a t r s c c  of 41,113 a c r e s  on t h e  n o r t h  

s i d e  of  he !{ozno'c;e x i ~ ~ c r  ( a s  descr ibed  in Finding o f  i:act X O .  2 ;  sunra). 

- 6 .  Ln L74i t h e  Covcrnor and Council of Sorch C a r o l i n a  a p r o v e d  

s n  order  f o r  t h e  survey  of t he  boundaries  of t he  1717 g r a n c .  3y Act 

oE t h e  General  Assembly of t h e  Xorth Cs ro l ina  Province  i n  1748 the 

3zant  t o  thc  Tusc2rorss  was c o n f i n e d ,  and the  lands were  d e f i n e d  by 

nc te s  and bounds. Ii was provided,  howevcr, t h a t  any persLn h o l d i n g  

1 / 
n g r a n t  f o r a c r l y  obtaixec! under tne late Lords P r o p r i e t o r s  - shou ld  

bccome c n t i t l c d  t o  t ! ~ e  s m c  upon the Indians d e s c r  t i n g  o r  leaving 

the  Lands. The Act a l s o  p roh ib i t ed  the  purchnse o r  occupancy o f  

Indian  l ands  o r  t h e  rznging of 1 ives tock  thereon. 

I/ Ucforc Xorth C i i r o l i m  'uccmc a royal  colony i z  1 7 2 9 ,  C a r o l i n a  - 
lands bc lcngcd  t o  e i g h t  roya l  ? r o p r i c t o r s ,  kzown 2s Lords ? r o p r i e t o r s ,  

. - i:r:rntces of Charlirs L L .  bring the e a r i y  parc  of t h e  l S c h  c e z c u r y ,  
Caro l ina  s c t t l t ? r s  orcli:.iarF:y obtaincii  t i t l e  to  l a n d s  by g r a n t s  froxn 
the  p rop rFc io r s l  r e p r c s c n ~ 3 c i v e s  and did noc n c g o t i a z e  wich t h e  I n d i a n s  
f a r  the  laxls on which ~ h s y  s ~ t t l c d .  



2 3  i n c .  C1 .  C o w ,  1 4 0  1 5 5  

7 -  The Tuscarorxs  res ided  on the granzed l ands  u n t i l  1 7 6 6  when, 

- 3. 
a -  their recuest, arr3ngccent.s wcrc r,zde f o r  a substantial nucbez o f  

chcn t:, move from K o r ~ l l  Caro l ina  t o  New York. Money was advanced Co 

cover  t h e  e q c n s e s  o i  the removal on the  c r e d i t  of t h e  l a n d s  u n t i l  t h e  

Geccral  Assembly would zpprovc a s a l e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  money which had 
L - 

h e n  advanced. One hundred end f i f i y  f i v e  Tusca ro ra s  l e f t  and one 

hundred and f o u r  r e r a i n e d  and cont inued t o  o c c u ~ y  a b o u t  one-half of . 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  g r a n t .  

8. A.s a neces sa ry  scep t o  reimburse t h e  money advanced t o  t r a n s -  

port t h e  155 I n d i a n s ,  whlch then azountcd t o  h 2,000 P r o c l e n a t i o n  Money, 

:kc Genera l  i issenbly passed an  Act conf in ing  a l e a s e  by t h e  Tuscaroras  

L O  Xr. Jorlcs and two oclhcr gentie:r.r~l, W i i l i a i i  K i i l i a m s  a i  %or;as ?&. 

The l e a s e ,  da t ed  Ju ly  12, 1766, w a s  f o r  a term of  150 y e a r s  aad 

p u r p o r t e d l y  covered a descr ibed  t r a c t  of about 8000 a c r e s ,  which on 

subsequent  s a rvey  a c t u a l l y  exbrsced 21,762 a c r e s ,  and t h e  t o t a l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was 1500 pounds P r o c l z m t i o n  Money. 

9. The x i g r a t i o n  of Tuscaroras f r m  North C a r o l i n a  t o  New York 

con t inued  u n t i l  by 1777 a  n a j o r i c y  of t he  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  Tuscaroras  

h2d j o i n e d  members or' t h e i r  t r i b e  i n  New Yoric. aetween J c l y  12,  1766, 

azd  Dccenber 1, 1777, o t h e r  l e a s e s  wcrc rmdc by Tusca ro ra s  t o  v a r i o u s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  porzions of i h c  r e m i n i n g  Tuscarora  l a n d s  

i n  Nor th  C a r o l i n a ,  a l though such l e a s e s  were fo rb idden  and had been 

d e c l s r e d  t o  be n u l l  and void by the  Colonia l  Genera l  Assenbly A c t  

of 1748. 
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10. In 1 7 7 3 ,  tile Norti, Caro l ina  Assc:nbly enaczcd 3. SLatUE? ~ ' n i s : ?  

n - u i l i b i : ~ d  v - ? u r c h ~ s e ,  l e ~ s c ,  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  of Tuscarora iacds i n  

Cdrtil! County c:<ccpt by p e ~ a i s s i o n  of t h e  General Assembly; conf irrr,ed 

chc 150-year l e a s c  t o  Jones,  Wil l iams,  2nd Pugh on Tuscarora  l a n d s ,  2nd 

s u b l ~ s c s  thereunder;  and cor:fimed o t h e r  99-year l e a s e s  of t h e  l a n d ,  

s u b j  ccc  t o  modif i cac ion  o r  o the r  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  f o r  f r aud  o r  

u a f a i r n e s s  to  the Indians  onder procedures  descr ibed  i n  t h e  Act.  

F ive  C o ~ , ? l i ~ ~ i o n e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  four  or' whom anpear  co hzve been t h e  

I n d i a n s '  l e s s e e s ,  were appcinted unacr  t h e  stacuLe t o  protec: t h e  

Ian& iron o the r  white  i a t r u d c r s  and t o  2 s s i s t  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  rmts and 

titaands owing t h e  InOiaas. 

. . Accordin;: t o  d a t s  fro:n 13cytj.s County records  a r  Wicdsor, Xorch  

C2ro l ina ,  and i r o n  o t h e r  socrces  here i n  t v idencc ,  cic l e a s t  3 leases 

granted betwee3 1785 and 1783 f o r  39-year t e r n s ,  cover ing  a p p r o s i -  

ma te ly  15,940-1/2 acres, were v a l i d a t e d  by the .  1773 A c t .  

Thc l a s t  sccc ion  of t h e  1778 Act providcd t h a t  a; the e : q F r a t i o n  

o i  t h e  lcascs on the Bcr t i c  County l a n d s , .  t he  Isrids would r e v e r t  

t o  t h e  S t a t e  i f  chc Tuscarora Nation werc t a  bcconic e x t i n c t .  The 

1773 A C E  pravldcd a l s o  tha: t he  T u s c a r o r a ' s  B c r t i c  County l a n d s  would 

beconc chc proper ty  of rhe S t s t e  whenevcr t h e  sa id  Xation besaxe e x t i n c t  

o r  t he  Indians c n t i r c l y  ajandoncd o r  rc::ioved t h e m e i v e s  from t h e  l a n d s  

and every p z r t  thereof .  

11. I n  1730 Congress adopted i h e  TracLe end I n L ~ r c o u r s c  Act .  

Thcrc h a - ~ e  bcec d i f f c r c n t  vers ions  of thac Act which i s  s t i l l  i n  


















