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EEFORE THE IhQZAN CLAIXS COMMISSION 

THE KICKAPOO TRIBE OF OKLAHO?lA, ) 
) 

P l a i n t i f f ,  1 
1 

v .  ) 
1 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 
1 

Defendant. ) 

Docket No. 318 

ORDER ALLOWING ATTOLVEYS' FZE 

HAVING CONSIDERED the  p e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e  
f i l e d  on December 10, 1969, f o r  t h e  law f i rm  of Harr ison,  Thomas, 
Spangenberg & Hul l  by Allan Hu l l ,  Esquire ,  a member of s a i d  f i r m  and 
the  a t t o r n e y  of record he re in  f o r  t h e  above named p l a i n t i f f ,  t h e  
response of t h e  defendant,  da ted  February 16,  1970, t h e  c o n t r a c t s  

i 
under which the  a t to rneys  senred t h e  s a i d  p l a i n t d f f ,  and t h e  remainder 

,d of t he  record he re in ,  t he  Commission f i n d s  as follows: 
- 

1. On June 11, 1969, i n  consonance wi th  an approved conpromise 
se t t l emen t  between the  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Commission en tered  a f i n a l  judgment 
h e r e i n  i n  t he  amount of $273,250.00 i n  f avo r  of The Kickapoo Tr ibe  of 
Oklahoma (21  Ind. C 1 .  Corn. 39, 49).  Funds t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  judgment 
were appropr ia ted  by the  Act of December 26, 1969 (83 S t a t .  447). The 
p e t i t i o n  by the  a t torney  of record r eques t s  allowance of an  a t t o r n e y s '  
f e e  of $27,325.00, t e n  percent  of t h e  f i n a l  judgment. 

2. The a t to rneys '  s e r v i c e s  i n  behalf  of t h e  p l a i n t i f f  were 
rendered i n i t i a l l y  under con t r ac t  No. I-1-ind. 42128, da ted  August 1 4 ,  
1948, between The Kickapoo Tr ibe  of  Oklahoma and the  l a w  f i r m  of 
Dempsey, M i l l s  and Casey. This c o n t r a c t  was approved on December 24, 
1948, and had a s p e c i f i e d  term of t e n  yea r s  commencing wi th  i t s  d a t e  
of approval .  I n  accordance wi th  a s t i p u l a t i o n  and agreement, da t ed  
A p r i l  20, 1951,  between the  law f i r m  of H ~ r r i s o n ,  Thomas, Spangenberg 
& Hul l  end t h e  l a w  f i rm of Dempsey, K i l l s  and Casey, a l l  r i g h t s  of t h e  
l a t t e r  under t h e  s a i d  con t r ac t  were ass igned  t o  Harr ison,  Thomas, 
Spangenberg & Hul l  who accepted such assignment and assumed t h e  
a t t o r n e y s '  ob l iga t ions  under t he  c o n t r a c t .  The s a i d  s t i p u l a t i o n  and 
agreement w a s  approved on August 1 4 ,  1951. An extens ion  of c o n t r a c t  
No. I-1-ind. 42128 f o r  a per iod  of f i v e  yea r s  beginning December 24, 
1958, was approved on June 5,  1958. On December 20, 1964, The Kickapoo 
Tr ibe  of  Oklahoma and t h e  f i rm  of Harr i son ,  Thomas, Spangenberg & H u l l  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  a new con t r ac t  numbered 14-20-0200-1899. Th i s  c o n t r a c t  
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was a p ~ r o v e d  on Apri l  8, 1965, and had a spec i f i ed  term of f i v e  years 
beginning December 27, 1963. An extension of the  con t rac t  f o r  a 'pe r iod  
of ten years beginning December 28, 1968, was approved on May 28, 1969. 

3 .  30th of the aforementioned contrac ts  provide t h a t  the 
compensation of the  at torneys f o r  services  rendered thereunder s h a l l  
be ten  percent of any and a l l  sums recovered f o r  the t r i b e .  

4 .  I n  i t s  response t o  the p e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance of a t torneys '  
fee the defendant r e fe r red  t o  an enclosed copy of a l e t t e r  dated 
January 29, 1970, from the Associate S o l i c i t o r  of the  Department of the  
I n t e r i o r  and an accompanying memorandum of January 20, 1970, from the  
Acting Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Af fa i r s  and indicated  t h a t  
the Department of Jus t ice  takes no posi t ion  a s  t o  the  amount claimed 
f o r  the  a t to rneys '  f e e .  The l e t t e r  from the Associate S o l i c i t o r  indi -  
cated t h a t  the  Department of the I n t e r i o r  was advised by the  memorandum 
from the  Acting Commissioner of Indian Af fa i r s  t h a t  t h e  Bureau of Indian 
A f f a i r s  has  no object ion t o  the allowance of f ees  i n  t h e  amount of 
$27,325.00 s ince  t h i s  sum is ten percent of the  award made t o  the Indians 
and t h e  appl icable  claims at torney contrac ts  provide t h a t  the  a t torneys '  
compensation s h a l l  be ten  percent of any and a l l  sums recovered f o r  the  
Indians and expressed concurrence with t h i s  advice. 

5. Notice of t h e  f i l i n g  of the  p e t i t i o n  for  allowance of a t torneys '  
f ee ,  which enclosed a copy of the p e t i t i o n ,  was duly s e n t  t o  the Chairman 
of the T r i b a l  Council of The Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma on December 10, 
1969. No response t o  the  not ice  was received. 

6. The a t torneys  have rendered valuable l e g a l  se rv ices  t o  The 
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma i n  the  successful  prosecution of i ts  cause 
he re in  and they a r e  e n t i t l e d  under the  t e r n  af t h e i r  con t rac t  t o . a n  
award of fees i n  the  amount of $27,325.00. 

IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  out of the  judgment money r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  f i n a l  judgment entered herein on June 11, 1969, the re  s h a l l  be 
disbursed t o  the  law firm of Harrison, Thomas, Spangenberg 6r Hull the  
sum of $27,325.00 a s  payment i n  f u l l  of the  a t to rneysv  f e e  owed f o r  
the  services rendered herein by the  a t torneys  f o r  The Kickapoo Tribe 
of Oklahoma. 

Q 
Dated at Washington, D. C., t h i s  4 day of March, 1970. 

Jerome K. Kuykendall, Chairman 

Taw-.- 3 . L -  
Pierce,  Commissioner 




