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Daniel Edwar~s  aad Jona L .  Boucher, ) 

) 
THE WITED STATZS OF AMXRICA, ) 

Defendant. ) 
) 

Decided: Noveaber 19, 1969 
Appearances: 

Rodney J .  Edwards, Attorney f o r  P l a i n t i f f s .  

Craig Decker, wi th  whom was M r .  Ass i s t an t  Attorney 
General S t i r o  Kashiwa, Attorneys f o r  Defendant. 

OTINION OF THE COMMISSION 

Chairman Kuykendall de l ive red  the  opinion of t h e  Commission. 

I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  Bay M i l l s  Ind ian  Community seeks t o  recover  add i -  

t i o n a l  compensation f o r  lznds  i n  t h e  nor thern  peninsula  of Michigan, which 

l ands  were ceded t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  by t h e  Treaty of June 16, 1820 (7 

S t a t .  206).  The s u i t  i s  brought on behalf  of t he  S a u l t  S t e .  Marie Band 

of Chippewas, and the  case  i s  now before  the  Commission on t h e  l i m i t e d  

i s s u e s  of t he  r i g h t  of t he  p l a i n t i f f s  t o  maintain t h i s  a c t i o n  and t h e  

ownership of t he  l ands  ceded by the  1820 Treaty. The Bay Mills I n d i a n  

Community has e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  r i g h t  t o  maintain t h i s  a c t i o n  on behal f  

of t he  S a u l t  Sce. Marie Band of Chippewas. 

Under t h e  terms o f  A r t i c l e  I of the Treaty of June 16,  1820, t h e  

Chippewas ceaec l e n d  t o  t h e  i inited S t a t e s  a s  descr ibed i n  our  Finding 

1. Sa id  lands  ceded a r e  ciellneated a s  Area 112 by Charles  C .  Royce on 

h i s  Michigan Yap No. 1 i n  the  18th Annual Xeport of t he  Bureau of 

Aiierican Ethnologv, P a r t  11, Indian Cessions. The lands w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  
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be re fe r red  t o  as  Royce Area 112. Royce Area 112 contained 10,240 

ac res .  We have f oimd tha t  the Saul t S r e .  Merie Band of Chippewas 

held the described land and had exclusively used and occupied i t  f o r  

a long time u n t i l  the erea was ceded to the United S t a t e s  by the Treaty  

of June 16, 1820, proclaimed March 2, 1821. The l a t t e r  da te  was the  

e f f e c t i v e  date  of the Treaty. Accordingly the f a i r  market value of 

the 10,240 acres w i l l  be determined as of March 2, 1821. 

The case w i l l  now proceed t o  a determination of the f a i r  market 

value of the lands ceded and the amount of the consideration paid f o r  

the cess ion and o f f se t s ,  i f  any. 

Concurring : V 
1- 

, Commissioner A 




