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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIriS COMNISSION 

THE BLACKFEET AND GROS VENTRE TRIBES ) 
1 OF INDIANS, Residing upon t h e  

Blackfee t  and F o r t  Belknap 1 
) Reserva t ions  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of 

Montana , 1 
1 P l a i n t i f f s  , 

v. 1 I n  t h e  Mat t e r  of  P e t i t i o n  
1 f o r  Attorney Fees f o r  S e r v i c e s  

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 t o  The In t e rvenor  Sioux 
1 

Defendant, j Docket No. 279-A 
1 

. . I 
THE ASSINIBOINE TRIBES OF INDIANS, 

Res id ing  upon t h e  F o r t  Belknap 1 
and F o r t  Peck Reserva t ions ,  1 
Montana, and THE SIOUX TRIBE OF ) 
THE FORT PECK RESERVATION, ) 
Montana, 1 

1 
In t e rvenor s .  1 

P 

FINDINGS OF FACT ON ATTORNEY'S FEES FOR SERVICES TO THE 
SIOUX TRIBE OF THE FORT PECK RESERVATION, INTERVENOR 

The Commission having considered t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  allowance o f  I 
a t t o r n e y ' s  f e e s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n o r  Sioux Tr ibe  of t h e  F o r t  1 

t1 Peck I n d i a n  Reservation,. Montana ( h e r e i n a f t e r  i n t e r v e n o r  ~ i o u x " )  , t h e  

r e s p o n s e  of t he  defendant,  and t h e  evidence i n  suppor t  of t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  record and a l l  proceedings i n  t h i s  case ,  makes t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  f ind ings  of f a c t :  

1. Award. On August 23, 1968 t h e  Commission en te red  a  f i n a l  award 

i n  f a v o r  of t h e  in te rvenor  Sioux i n  t h e  sum of $1,161,354.40. 
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2 . .  Cont rac tua l  a u t h o r i t y .  The c la im of t h e  in t e rvenor  

. 436 

Sioux i n  

Docket NO.  279-A was prosecuted under Cont rac t  NO.  14-20-0650-1136 

between Marvin J .  Sonosky on t h e  one p a r t  and th ree  d i s t i n c t  t r i b a l  

e n t i t i e s ,  namely t h e  in t e rvenor  Sioux, t h e  Assiniboine Tr ibe  of t h e  F o r t  

Peck Reserva t ion  and t h e  Assiniboine and S ious  Tribes of t he  F o r t  Peck 

Ind ian  Reserva t ion ,  a c t i n g  through t h e  F o r t  Peck T r i b a l  Execut ive Board, 

on t h e  o t h e r .  The c o n t r a c t  was duly approved December 19 ,  1962 by t h e  

A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner of Indian  A f f a i r s  f o r  a  per iod  of f i v e  y e a r s  from 

t h e  d a t e  of approval .  

By ex tens ion  approved September 12 ,  1967 by t h e  Acting Area 

D i r e c t o r ,  B i l l i n g s ,  Contract  No. 1136 was extended f o r  a pe r iod  o f  two 

y e a r s  e x p i r i n g  December 18, 1969. 

3 .  Compensation under t h e  c o n t r a c t .  Contract  No. 1136 p rov ides  

f o r  a f e e  of  n o t  t o  exceed 10 pe rcen t  of t h e  recovery and a r e t a i n e r  of 

$2,500 chargeable  a g a i n s t  t he  cont ingent  f e e .  The r e t a i n e r  of $2,500 w a s  

p a i d  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  a t t o rney  by t h e  Assiniboine and Sioux Tr ibes  of 

t h e  F o r t  Peck Ind ian  Reservat ion,  a s  d i s t i ngu i shed  from t h e  i n t e r v e n o r  
I 

i 
Sioux and t h e  in t e rvenor  Assiniboine Tr ibe .  The p e t i t i o n e r  a t t o r n e y  h a s  

r e p a i d  t h e  $2,500 t o  t h e  Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of t h e  F o r t  Peck 
I 

Rese rva t ion ,  and t h e  F o r t  Peck Indian  Agency has  advised t h a t  t h e  $2,500 

h a s  been c r e d i t e d  t o  t he  t r u s t  account of those  t r i b e s .  

4. Se rv i ces .  The p e t i t i o n e r  a t t o r n e y  has  rendered v a l u a b l e  l e g a l  

s e r v i c e s  i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r i g h t  of t he  Sioux t o  i n t e r v e n e  

some 12 y e a r s  a f t e r  the  time f o r  f i l i n g  claims under t h e  Ind ian  Claims 



20 Ind.  C 1 .  Corn. 435 437 

Commission Act had expi red  and i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o s e c u t i n g  t h e  c l a im  of  

t h e  i n t e rvenor  Sioux t o  an award. Tested by t he  s t a n d a r d s  f i x e d  i n  

Sec t ion  15  of t h e  Act (25 U.S .C.  70n),  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o b t a i n i n g  f o r  

p rosecu t ing  s i m i l a r  c la ims i n  c o u r t s  of law, and c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  complex 

and con t ingen t  n a t u r e  of t h e  c la im and t h e  r e s u l t  o b t a i n e d ,  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  

a t t o r n e y  earned,  and i s  e n t i t l e d  t o ,  an  a t t o r n e y ' s  f e e  of $116,135.44, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t e n  pe rcen t  (10%) o f  t h e  award t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n o r  Sioux.  

w 
** 2 q W L . L  

Theodore R. ~ c ~ e l d i n ,  Commissioner 




