
19 I n d .  C l .  Comm. 538 

BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS CO?@lISSION 

THE BLACKFEET fiTD GROS VENTRE TRIBES,) 
e t  a l . ,  1 

P e t i t i o n e r s ,  ) 
1 

THE ASSINIBOINE TRIBES OF INDIANS ) 
Res id ing  upon t h e  F o r t  Belknap 1 
and F o r t  Peck R e s e r v a t i o n s ,  ) 
Montana, and THE SIOUX TRIBE OF ) 
THE FORT PECK RESERVATION, 1 
Montana;. . 1 

I n t e r v e n o r s ,  1 
1 

v. 1 Docket No. 279-A 
) 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 
1 

Defendant .  1 

ORDER ALLOWING ATTOFCTEYS' FEES 

Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p e t i t i o n  of September 27 ,  1968 of  t h e  
a t t o r n e y  of r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  and Gros Vent re  T r i b e s ,  t r i b a l  
p e t i t i o n e r s  h e r e i n ,  f o r  a l lowance  of a t t o r n e y s 1  f e e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
a t t o r n e y s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t e n  p e r  centum (10%) of t h e  f i n a l  judgment o f  
$8,679,814.92 e n t e r e d  h e r e i n  on August 23,  1968 i n  f a v o r  of t h e  B l a c k f e e t  
and Gros Vent re  T r i b e s ,  and t h e  de fendan t  hav ing  been s e r v e d  a copy of 
s a i d  p e t i t i o n  and n o t  o b j e c t i n g  t h e r e t o ,  t h e  Commission h a s  found and 
concluded from t h e  r e c o r d  i n  t h e  c a s e  t h a t :  

1. F i n a l  judgment. was e n t e r e d  i n  t h i s  docke t  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  
B l a c k f e e t  and Gros Vent re  T r i b e s  on August 23,  1968 i n  t h e  amount 
of $8,679,814.92,  and as of t h i s  d a t e  no f u r t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  i s s u e s  invo lved  i n  t h i s  d o c k e t  e x c e p t  i 
the awarding of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  and expenses .  I 

2 .  The a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  and Gros V e n t r e  T r i b e s  
a r e  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  t h e  a l lowance of a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  under  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  approved a t t o r n e y  c o n t r a c t s :  

a) Cont rac t  No. I-1-ind.  17498, d a t e d  March 4 ,  1 9 4 2 ,  
between t h e  B l a c k f e e t  T r i b e  and E r n e s t  L .  Wilkinson,  and approved  

I 
3 

A p r i l  1 7 ,  1942 f o r  a  p e r i o d  of t e n  y e a r s  from t h e  d a t e  o f  a p p r o v a l .  



. - i I ,  c o n t r a c t  was ex tended  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  t h e  l a s t  approved e x t e n s i o n  
L I )  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1967. Assignment of t h i s  c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e  law f i r m  of 
Wi lk inson ,  Cragun and Barker  was approved on ?'larch 23, 1962 .  T h i s  
c n r i t r a c t  provided f o r  payment of a  r e t a i n e r  f e e  of $5,000.00 t o  

! , ' s t  L .  Wilkinson,  w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y ' s  compensation t o  be  f i x e d  a t  
: p e r  centum ( l o x )  o f  any and a l l  sums r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  

s t h e  $5,000.00 r e t a i n e r .  

b)  C o n t r a c t  No. 14-20-0250-3774, d a t e d  June 1 2 ,  1967 between 
1 ,  S l a c k f e e t  T r i b e  and t h e  law f i r m  of Wilkinson,  Cragun and Barker  
m e r i n g  t h e  c la ims  ~ r o s e c u t e d  i n  t h i s  d o c k e t ,  approved November 1 4 ,  

1967 f o r  a  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  from t h e  d a t e  of approva l .  T h i s  c o n t r a c t  
, r o v i d e s  f o r  compensat ion t o  t h e  z t t o r n e y  t o  be  f i x e d  a t  t e n  p e r  
ccntum (10%) of  any and a l l  sums r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  l e s s  t h e  
$5,000.00 r e t a i n e r  p a i d  t o  E r n e s t  L. Wilkinson under t h e  p r i o r  con- 
t r a c t ,  No. I - l - ind .  17498. 

3 .  P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  terms of t h e  above approved a t t o r n e y  
c o n t r a c t s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  and Gros Vent re  
T r i b e s  have f a i t h f u l l y  rendered  v a l u a b l e  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  s a i d  
B l a c k f e e t  and Gros Vent re  T r i b e s  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  
c l a i m s  a s s e r t e d  i n  t h i s  docke t  and they a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y s '  
f e e s  as r e q u e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n .  

- - 

I T  I S  THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  o u t  of t h e  f i n a l  judgment o f  $8,679,614.92 
'n te red  i n  t h i s  docke t  on August 2 3 ,  1968, t h e  c o n t r a c t  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  

. - .,:!lackfeet and Gros Vent re  T r i b e s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  above b e ,  and t h e  same a r e  
h e r e b y ,  awarded t h e  s u m  of $867,981.00 f o r  t h e  a t t o r n e y  s e r v i c e s  rendered  
h e r e i n .  

I T  I S  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  from t h e  sum of  $867,981.00 t h e r e  s h a l l  be  
d e d u c t e d  t h e  sum of  $5,000.00 p r e v i o u s l y  p a i d  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  a s  a  re- 
t a i n e r ,  l e a v i n g  a  n e t  amoullt of $862,981.00 which s h a l l  b e  p a i d  t o  
John W. Cragun,  At torney o f  Record,  a c t i n g  on b e h a l f  o f  Wilkinson,  Cragun 
and  B a r k e r ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a t t o r n e y s .  

--. 
Dated  a t  Washington,  D. C . ,  t h i s  ay of October,  1968. 

-- - 
T. Vance, Chairman 

Richard W .  ~ a r b o r o u g % ,   omm mission& ' 




