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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE QUECHAN T R I B E  OF THE FORT 1 
YUMA RESERVATION, CALIFORNIA, 1 

1 
Pet i t ioner ,  1 

1 
v. 1 Docket No. 319 

1 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

) 
Defendant. 1 

ORDER ALLOWING ATTORNEYS' REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 

The Commission has before it two p e t i t i o n s  by the  a t torneys  f o r  the 
Quechan Tribe of The For t  Yuma Reservation, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  f o r  reimbursement 
of expenses incurred here in  i n  the prosecution of the case of the  s a i d  
t r i b e .  One p e t i t i o n  was f i l e d  by Fulton W .  Hoge on February 27, 1967 
praying f o r  reimbursement of expenses incurred by him or  h i s  predecessor 
law f i rms i n  the representa t ion of the sa id  t r i b e .  The other  p e t i t i o n  was 
f i l e d  on March 2, 1967 by the law firm of McCarter and English,  formerly 
k n m  a s  McCarter, English & S tuder. 

i- & 

By means of a l e t t e r  t o  the Conunission dated January 23, 1968, t h a t  

I 
was accepted a s  an amendment t o  h i s  p e t i t i o n  and entered he re in  on 

3 -- 
January 25, 1968, M r .  Hoge withdrew h i s  reques t  f o r  reimbursement of cer-  

- t a i n  expense amounts t o t a l i n g  $41.43. Af ter  deducting the  amounts s o  
withdrawn, M r .  Hoge's p e t i t i o n  is  i n  the amount of $7,184.69. 

An amendatory supplement t o  the p e t i t i o n  of McCarter and English 
dated January 24,'1968, t h a t  was f i l e d  he re in  on January 30, 1968, suppli.ed 
a d d i t i o n a l  information with respect  t o  c e r t a i n  claimed expenses and with- 
drew t h e i r  request  f o r  reimbursement of c e r t a i n  claimed amounts t o t a l i n g  
$8.37. Af te r  deducting the withdrawn amounts, the p e t i t i o n  of McCarter 
and English is  i n  the am&t of $1,535.24. 

The Commissioner i n  the Bureau of Indian A f f a i r s  was informed, by a 
le t ter  dated February 15, 1968, t h a t  the aforementioned amendments had, 
i n t e r  a l i a ,  the e f f e e t  of el iminating from the o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n s  a l l  of 
the  amounts of claimed expense regarded as  not  properly supported o r  a s  
n o t  proper charges against  the t r i b e  and t h a t  we intended t o  conclude the  
mat te r  of the pending pe t i t ions  by the en t ry  of an order without a hear ing 
i f  the re  were no objections t o  so  proceeding. A s i m i l a r  l e t t e r  having the  
same d a t e  was sen t  t o  the Department of Jus t i ce .  

I n  a l e t t e r  dated March 6 ,  1968, t h a t  was i n  rep ly  t o  our l e t t e r  of 
February 15,  1968, the Deputy Commissioner i n  the Bureau of Indian A f f a i r s  
observed t h a t  at torney Hoge and the law firm of McCarter and English had 
e l iminated  from t h e i r  o r ig ina l  expense p e t i t i o n s  the items which were i n  
controversy  and advised us t h a t  the Bureau had no object ions  t o  concluding 
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he matter  of the pending expense p e t i t i o n s  i n  Docket No. 319 by en t ry  of 
an order without a  hearing. 

The Department of J u s t i c e ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  dated March 15, 1968, men- 
tioned i t s  r e c e i p t  of copies of the above-described p e t i t i o n s ,  amendments, 
and l e t t e r  of March 6 from the Commissioner of Indian Af fa i r s ,  and i n d i -  
cated t h a t  although i t  took no posi t ion  with respec t  t o  the allowance o r  
disallowance of the a t torneys '  expenses claimed here in ,  i t  had been 
advised by the  Office of the S o l i c i t o r ,  Department of the I n t e r i o r ,  t h a t  
the sa id  department has no object ion t o  the  a t to rneys '  p e t i t i o n s  as  
amended. 

Having considered the above-described p e t i t i o n s ,  t h e i r  support ing 
papers, the above -mentioned amendments and correspondence, and the r e s  t 
of the e n t i r e  record here in ,  the Commission f i n d s  tha t :  

1. A f i n a l  judgment was entered here i n  on Augus t 5, 19 65 t h a t  
awarded t o  the  Quechan Tribe of the F o r t  Yuma Reservation, C a l i f o r n i a ,  
the  sum of $520,000.00 (15 Ind. C 1 .  Comm. 489, 515). 

2.  The approved contrac t  under which Ful ton W. Hoge and h i s  prede- - 
cessor  f i rms ,  of which he i s  the successor i n  i n t e r e s t ,  and the f i rm of 
McCarter and English, formerly known as  McCarter, English & Studer,  
served the  s a i d  t r i b e  provides f o r  reimbursement from the proceeds of 

ich judgment of reasonable expenses incurred he re in  i n  the prosecution 
? the  c la im of the t r i b e .  The h i s t o r y  of the  sa id  contrac t  is b r i e f l y  

--At ou t  i n  our order of March 10, 1966 (16 Ind. C 1 .  Conm. 572), which 
allowed the  p e t i t i o n i n g  at torneys t h e i r  f e e s  f o r  se rv ices  rendered he re in .  

3.  The exp&ses claimed i n  the amended p e t i t i o n s  of Fulton W .  Hoge 
and McCarter and English are  supported with proper evidence of payment 
and the  amounts thereof are  reasonable and properly reimbursable out  of 
the  award here in .  

IT IS  THEREFORE ORDERED AND' ADJUDGED t h a t  o u t  of the above-mentioned 
award of $520,000.00 there s h a l l  be disbursed t o  Fulton W .  Hoge of 
4648 Melbourne Avenue, Los Angeles, Ca l i fo rn ia  90027, the sum of $7,184-69 
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i 
as  payment i n  full of his '  claim f o r  reimbursable expenses he re in ;  and there  
s h a l l  be disbursed t o  McCarter & English of 550 Broad S t r e e t ,  Newark, New 
Jersey 07102, the sum of $1,535.24 as payment i n  f u l l  of t h e i r  c la im f o r  
reimbursable expenses herein.  

Dated a t  Washington, D. C . ,  t h i s  4 t h  day of Apr i l ,  1968. 

/ s /  John T. Vance 
John T. Vance, Chairman 

/s /  Wm. M. Holt 
Wm. M. Holt,  Commissioner 

/ s /  T.  Harold S c o t t  
T. Harold S c o t t ,  Commissioner 

/s/ Jerome K .  Kuykendall 
Jerome K.  Kuykendall, Commissioner 

/s/ Richard W.  Yarborough 
Richard W. Yarborough, Commissioner 




