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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

ABSENTEE DELAWARE TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA, ) 

1 
Petitioner, ) 

v. ) Docket No. 337 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

Defendant. ) 

Decided: March 14, 1968 

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS OF FACT RE: ATTORNEY FEES 

The Commission makes the following findings of fact which are in 

addition and supplemental to findings of fact 1 through 12 previously 

entered herein: 

,-- 13. The petitioners, Ralph W. Disney, executor of the last will 

- - and testament of Wesley E. Disney, deceased, and Ida J. Rogers, 
-- 

- p S  executrix of the last will and testament of Charles B. Rogers, deceased, 

filed a petition entitled, "Petition For Release of Certain Attorneys' 
. - 

Fees," dated March 4, 1968, in which they asked the Commission to award 

them the sum of $56,953.56, as attorney fees due them for the successful 
" 

prosecution of the claims asserted in this docket. 

14. Under its prior order of mrch 18, 1965, this Commission 

awarded $162,724.46, which amount is the sum total of the attorneys' 

fees earned in this docket. Of this amount 65% or $105,770.90 was 

allocated to the law firm of Pritzker, Pritzker & Clinton. At the 

same time, the Commission ordered that disposition of the remaining 35% 
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of the  fee ,  t o  w i t ,  the sum of $56,953.56, should be held i n  abeyance 

pending fu r the r  order of the  Commission. 

14. AS s e t  f o r t h  i n  the  omm mission's f indings  of f a c t  previously  

entered here in ,  a d ispute  arose  between the  present  p e t i t i o n e r s  and 

t h e  law firm of P r i t zker ,  P r i t zker  & Clinton concerning t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

r i g h t s  under c e r t a i n  approved a t to rney  c o n t r a c t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

percentage apportionment of the  present  f ees  and those f e e s  y e t  t o  be 

earned. Not having been a b l e  t o  resolve  t h e i r  d i f fe rences  i n  an 
. . 

amicable fashion, the  ~ e t i t i o n e r s ,  Disney and Rogers, i n s t i t u t e d  a 

dec la ra to ry  judgment a c t i o n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  

t h e  Northern D i s t r i c t  of I l l i n o i s ,  Eas tern  Division,  i n  which they 

sought a j u d i c i a l  determination of t h e i r  r i g h t s  under t h e  d isputed 

- -  
a t t o r n e y  con t rac t s  t o  the  35% balance of che a t to rneys '  f e e s  earned 

he re in .  On March 21, 1966, the United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court entered 

a d e c l a r a t o r y  judgment and decree awarding t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  Disney 

and Rogers, the  balance of the  a t to rney  fees .  On October 1 2 ,  1967, 

t h e  United S t a t e s  Court of Appeals, Seventh C i r c u i t ,  aff irmed t h e  

decree  of t h e  lower cour t  (Pet. Ex. 3 ) ,  and s a i d  decree is  now f i n a l  

i n  a l l  respec t s .  

15. The controversy between t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  Disney and Rogers, 

and t h e  law firm of P r i t zker ,  P r i t z k e r  & Clinton,  having f i n a l l y  been 

j u d i c i a l l y  determined i n  ~ e t i t i o n e r s '  favor,  and, t h e r e  being no 
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o b j e c t i o n  by the  defendant ,  United S t a t e s ,  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s '  f e e  

demands, t he  Conmission w i l l  e n t e r  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  o r d e r  awarding t o  

t hese  p e t i t i o n e r s  t he  sum of $ 5 6 , 9 5 3 . 5 6 ,  which i s  t h e  ba lance  of t he  

a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  earned h e r e i n .  
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