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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION

THE SPOKARE TRIBE OF INDIANS, suing
on its own behzalf znd on behalf of
THE UPPER, MIDDLE AND LOWER BANDS
OF THE SPOKANE IRDILARS or THE UPPER
STOXKANE, MIDDLE SPOKANE, or LOWER
SPOKANE BAND OF INDIANS, or any one
or two of them alternatively,

Petitioner,
Docket No. 331
Docket No. 331-A

V.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Nz el N N’ N N N N N N N N N N

Defendant.
Decided: FEB.21,1967

Appearances:
Glen A, Wilkinson and Angelo A.
Iadarola, Attorneys for Petitioners.

John D, Sullivan with whom was Mr,
Assistant Attorney General, Edwin

L. Weisl, Jr., Attorneys for Defendant

OPINION OF THE COMMISSION

Commissioner Watkins rendered the decision for the Commission.

Two claims against the United States are involved in the motion for
approval in the compromise settlement which was heard by the Commission
on February 3, 1967. Docket No. 331 was a claim for additional compensa-
tion based on an unconscionable consideration provided in an agreement
of March 18, 1887, and ratified by Congress July 13, 1892. The second
claim, Docket No. 331-A, was for a general accounting by the United
States covering its firancial dealings with the petitioning Indians.

The findings entered in this proceeding set forth in sufficient detail
the above mentioned claims.

Docket No. 331 was tried in its title stage and an interlocutory
judgment was entered. An appeal was taken from the judgmen;. The

points raised are set forth in the findings. One question presented for
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review had to do with the question of whether the petitioner had the

exclusive right to maintain the zction on its own behalf or whether it

should be in behalf of the descendants of the Spokane Tribe as it

existed on July 1862,

)
s

The Commission,

following McGhee v. United

States, 122 C. Cls. 380 (1952) had ordered that the judgment should run in

favor of the descendants of the Spokene Tribe as it existed on July 13, 1892.

This order was reversed by the Court of Claims in holding that the judgment

should run to the Spokane Tribe instead of the descendants of the tribe,

Soon after the opinion of the Court of Claims was entered on the ques-

tions raised by the petitioner in Docket 331, the parties advised the Com-

mission informally that they had begun negotiations for the settlement by

compromise of the claims set forth in subdocket No. 331-A, R

Even though these negotiations have extended, it appears, over a :

longer time than is usually customary, it
actually lost when compared with the time
ceedings before the Commission to a final

The settlement arrived at is fair to

is believed that no time was
it would have taken in pro-
judgment,

the Indians and to the defendant

and the proceedings laid down by the Commission in matters of compromise

settlements have been substantially complied with, so an order of final

judgment in favor of the petitioners will be entered in the sum of

$6,700,000.00.

(Signed) Arthur V., Watkins

Arthur V,

Watkins

Chief Commissioner

(Signed) Wm. M. Holt

Wm., M.

Holt

Associate Commissioner

(Signed) T. Harold Scott ™

T. Harold Scott
Associate Commissioner





