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OPINION OF THE COMSSION 

Corrmissioner Watkins rendered t h e  d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e  Commission. 

Two c l a i m s  aga ins t  t h e  United S t a t e s  a r e  involved i n  t h e  motion f o r  

app rova l  i n  t h e  compromise se t t l emen t  which was heard by t h e  Commission 

on February 3 ,  1967. Docket No. 331 was a  c la im f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  compensa- 

t i o n  based on an unconscionable cons ide ra t ion  provided i n  an agreement 

of  March 18,  1887, and r a t i f i e d  by Congress J u l y  13, 1892. The second 

c l a im,  Docket No. 331-A, was f c r  a  gene r s l  accounting by t h e  United 

S t a t e s  cove r ing  i t s  f i r a n c i a l  dea l ings  with t h e  p e t i t i o n i n g  Ind ians .  

The f i n d i n g s  en tered  i n  t h i s  proceeding s e t  f o r t h  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  

t h e  above mentioned claims . 
Docket No, 331 w a s  t r i e d  i n  i t s  t i t l e  s t a g e  and an i n c e r l o c u t o l y  

judgment w a s  entered.  An appeal was taken from t h e  judgment. The 

p o i n t s  r a t s e d  z r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  f ind ings .  One ques t ion  presented  f o r  
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review had t o  do wi th  the  ques t ion  of whether t he  p e t i t i o n e r  had the  

exc lus ive  r i g h t  t o  maintain the  ac t ion  on i t s  own behalf  o r  whether i t  

should be i n  behalf  of the  descendsnts of t he  Spokane Tr ibe  a s  i t  

e x i s t e d  011 J u l y  13, 1892, The Coinnission, fol lowing IkGhee v .  United 

S t a t e s ,  122 C .  C l s .  380 (1952) had ordered t h a t  t h e  judgment should run i n  

favor  of t h e  descendants  of the Spol:ene Tr ibe  a s  i t  e x i s t e d  on J u l y  13,  1892. 

T h i s  o r d e r  was reversed  by the  Court of Claims i n  holding t h a t  t h e  judgment 

should run  t o  t h e  Spokane Tr ibe  ins tead  of t he  descendants  of t h e  t r i b e .  

Soon z f t e r  t h e  opinion of the Court of Clzims was en te red  on t h e  ques- 

t i o n s  r a i s e d  by t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  i n  Docket 331, t h e  p a r t i e s  advised  t h e  Com- 

miss ion  in fo rma l ly  t h a t  they hzd begun n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  by 

compromise of t h e  claims s e t  f o r t h  i n  subdocket No. 331-A. 

Even though these  nego t i a t i ons  have extended, i t  appears ,  over  a  

longer  t ime than  i s  u sua l ly  customary, i t  i s  be l i eved  t h a t  no time was 

a c t u a l l y  l o s t  when compared wi th  the  time i t  would have taken i n  pro- 

ceedings  b e f o r e  t h e  Commission t o  a  f i n a l  judgment. 

The s e t t l e m e n t  a r r i v e d  a t  i s  f a i r  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  and t o  t h e  defendant  

and t h e  proceedings  l a i d  down by the Commission i n  ma t t e r s  of compromise 

s e t t l e m e n t s  have been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  complied wi th ,  so  an o r d e r  of f i n a l  

judgment i n  f a v o r  of  the  p e t i t i o n e r s  w i l l  be en t e red  i n  t h e  sum of  

(Sipned) Arthur  V .  Watkins 
Arthur  V . Watkins 
Chief Commissioner 

(Signed) W m .  PI. Hol t  
Wm. M. H o l t  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 

(Signed) T .  Harold S c o t t  ' 
T. Harold S c o t t  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 




