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BEFORE THE IhQf AN CLP.IP?S COPEIISS I O N  

TEE RICI<hPOO OF IrS14SAS, 1 
TEE KICGAPOO TRIBE OF OKLkHOl.IA, 1 

) 
Pet i t ioners ,  1 

) 
v. 1 Docket No. 145 

) 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

1 
Defendant. ) 

ORDER ALLUJING W"rORhW FEES mD ATTORNEYS' 
REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 

Upon considera t ion of the  p e t i t i o n  for ari award of a t to rneys '  f e e s  

and expenses f o r  t h e  a t torneys  f i l e d  h e r e i n  on August 31, 1966, t h e  . 

- 
I defendant having had no t i ce  thereof and not  ob jec t ing  t h e r e t o ,  and a f t e r  

a hear ing before  t h e  &omiss ion  held on February 10, 1967, a t  which a l l  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  were present: or  represented by counsel ,  t h e  Commission 

f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  at torneys '  services  were rendered under c o n t r a c t s  with 

both t h s  Rickapoo Tribe of Kansas and the  Kickapoo Tr ibe  of Oklahoma. 

The o r i g i n a l  contrac t  with t h e  Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas, dated 

September 4 ,  1948, was made with the Law fLnn of Pam, Hurd and Reichmann 

and was approved by the  Assistant  Commissioner of Ind ian  Af fa i r s  on 

March 10, 1949; t h a t  under an assignment of i n t e r e s t  approved by t h e  

Commissioner of Indian Affa i rs  on June 14, 1950, a l l  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  and 

i n t e r e s t  of t h e  law £inn of Pam, Eiurd and Reichmann i n  s a i d  con t rac t  was 

assigned t o  the  law flrm of Harrison, Thomas, Spangenberg and H u l l .  The 

a f o r e s a i d  c o n t r a c t  was extended by t h e  Assis tant  C o m i s s i o n e ~  of Indian 

Affairs on March 19, 1959 t o  March 10, 1964. A new conteact , ,  dated 
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December 20,  1964,  and approved under the a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Sec re t a ry  of 

t h e  I n t e r i o r  on Apr i l  9 ,  1965, and t o  be e f f e c t i v e  as of Piarch L O ,  1964 

and cont inue  f o r  f i v e  yea r s  from such d a t e ,  was made between t h e  Kickapoo 

T r i b e  of Kansas and t h e  law f i r m  of Har r i son ,  Thomas, Spangenberg and 

H u l l ,  wi th  Willtam K. Thomas a s  admtn i s t r a to r  of t h e  e s t a t e  of Marvin C .  

Ha r r i son ,  deceased, having a pecuniary i n t e r e s t  i n  any reimbursement of  

expense and f e e s  on behalf  of t h e  e s t a t e  of Harr i son .  Both of  a f o r e s a i d  

c o n t r a c t s  provide  t h a t  t h e  compensation of t h e  a t t o r n e y s  s h a l l  be t e n  

pe r  centum (10%) of any and a l l  sums recovered f o r  s a i d  Ind ians  p l u s  

r ea sonab le  expenses i ncu r red  i n  t h e  p rosecu t ion  of  t h e  c la ims .  

The o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  wi th  t h e  Kickapoo Tr ibe  of Oklahoma, da t ed  

&gus t  14, 1948, was made with t h e  law f i r m  of Dempsey, M i l l s  and Casey, 

f o r  a p e r i o d  of t e n  y e a r s  from d a t e  of approval  and w a s  approved by t h e  

Ac t ing  .Commissioner of Indian  Af fa i r s  on December 24 ,  1948. & a s t i p u -  

l a t i o n  and agreement approved on August 14, 1951, by t h e  Commissioner of  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  and i n t e r e s t  of t h e  l a w  f i r m  of Dempsey, 

M i l l s  and Casey i n  s a i d  c o n t r a c t  w a s  ass igned  t o  t h e  Law f i r m  of 

H a r r i s o n ,  Thomas, Spangenberg and Hul l .  The a f o r e s a i d  c o n t r a c t  w a s  

ex tended  on J u l y  5 ,  1958 by t h e  Ass i s t an t  Commissioner of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  

t o  December 24,  1963. A new c o n t r a c t  da ted  December 20 ,  1964, approved 

under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  on A p r i l  8 ,  1965, was 

made between t h e  Kickapoo Tr ibe  of Oklahoma and t h e  law f i r m  of Har r i son ,  

Thomas, Spangenberg and Hul l ,  wi th  William K. Thomas a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

of  t h e  e s t a t e  of Marvin C. Harr i son ,  deceased, having a pecuniary  i n t e r e s t  
' 

i n  any reimbursement of expense and f e e s  on behalf  of t h e  e s t a t e  o f  
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Harrison. Both of these con t rac t s  a l so  provide t h a t  compensation of the  

at torneys s h a l l  be ten per centum (107:) of any and a l l  sums recovered 

f o r  sa id  Indians p lus  reasonable expenses incurred i n  t h e  prosecut ion 

of the claims. 

The Commission fu r the r  f inds  t h a t  pursuant t o  the  a f o r e s a i d  c o n t r a c t s  

of employment, a s  extended, the  a t torneys  prepared and f i l e d  an  accounting 

claim on behalf of the  Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas and t h e  Kickapoo T r i b e  of  

Oklehoma agains t  the  United S t a t e s ;  t h a t  on Apri l  21, 1966, a  f i n a l  

judgment was entered i n  the above-entitled case,  adjudging t h a t  t h e  

p e t i t i o n e r s ,  the Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas and the  Kickapoo T r i b e  of 

Oklahoma, should recover t h e  sum of $11,511.53. , 

-\ 
The Commission fu r the r  f inds  t h a t  the  at torneys f o r  p e t i t i o n e r s  a r e  

e n t i t l e d  t o  t e n  percentum (10%) of $11,511.53, o r  $1,151.15, as provided 

i n  t h e i r  con t rac t s  of employment. 

The Commission fx r the r  f inds t h a t  the  claimed expenses i n  the amount 

of $88.49 were incurred by sa id  at torneys i n  the prosecut ion of t h e  claim, 

which expenses were reasonable and proper. 

I T  I S  "REEREFORE ORDERED AND ADJUDGED t h a t  t h e  s a i d  l a w  f i r m  of 

Harrison,  Thomas, Spangenberg and Hull  of Cleveland, Ohio, and William K. 

Thomas, a s  Administrator of the e s t a t e  of Marvin C .  Harr ison,  deceased, 

be, and they are  hereby allowed t h e  sum of $1,151.15 a s  a t t o r n e y s '  f e e s  

and $88.49 as reimbursable expenses, which suns s h a l l  be i n  f u l l  com- 

Pensation f o r  legal  services  rendered the p e t i t i o n e r s  and expenses 

incurred i n  the  prosecution of t h e i r  claim against  the  United S t a t e s  
?. 
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i n  this case ;  t h a t  said suns s h a l l  be p a i d  o u t  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  which 

the  Congress o f  t he  Uni ted  S t a t e s  has o r  may h e r e a f t e r  make t o  s a t i s f y  

the f i n a l  judgment made by t h e  Conimission on P ,p r i l  2 1 ,  1966. 

Dated a t  IJashington, D .  C . ,  t h i s  14th d q  of February ,  1967. 

A r t h u r  V. Watkins 
Chief  Comnissioner 

Wm. M. H o l t  
Assoc ia t e  Comnissioner 

T.  Harold S c o t t  
A s s o c i a t e  Conmissioner 




