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down and along s a i d  r i v e r  t o  the  place of beginning; which 
t r a c t  i s  hereby reserved fo r  the  fu tu re  home of s a i d  
Indizns :'; 9: a 

3. Under the terms of a  supplemental t r e a t y  between t h e  Fonca Tr ibe  

of Indians and the  United S ta tes ,  dated March 10, 1865, 14 s t a t .  675, 

the  boundaries of the  reservat ion the re to fo re  reserved f o r  t h e  use  of 

the  Ponca Tr ibe  were revised a s  follows: 

A r t i c l e  I. The Ponca t r i b e  of Indians hereby cede and r e l i n -  
quish t o  the  United S t a t e s  a l l  t h a t  por t ion  of t h e i r  p resen t  
r e se rva t ion  as described i n  the  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  of t h e  t r e a t y  
of March 12th, 1858, lying west of t h e  range l i n e  between 
townships numbers (32) thir ty-two and (33) t h i r t y - t h r e e  nor th ,  
ranges (10) t en  and (11) eleven west of t h e  (6) s i x t h  p r i n c i -  
p a l  meridian, according t o  the  Kansas and Nebraska survey; 
est imated t o  contain t h i r t y  thousand acres ,  be t h e  same more 
o r  l e s s .  

-- A r t i c l e  11. I n  considerat ion of the  cess ion o r  r e l e a s e  of  
.-.-? > t h a t  por t ion  of the  reservat ion above described by t h e  Ponca 

3 t r i b e  of Indians t o  the  government of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  

---- government of the  United S ta tes ,  by way of rewarding them f o r  
t h e i r  constant  f i d e l i t y  t o  the  government and c i t i z e n s  the reof ,  
and wi th  a view of re turning t o  the  s a i d  t r i b e  o f  Ponca Ind ians  
t h e i r  o l d  burying grounds and cornf ie lds ,  hereby cede and re-  
l inqu i sh  t o  the  t r i b e  of Ponca Indians t h e  fol lowing - descr ibed 
f r a c t i o n a l  townships, t o  w i t :  township (31) th i r ty -one  nor th ,  
range (7) seven west: a l s o  f r a c t i o n a l  township (32) t h i r t y -  
two nor th ,  ranges ( 6 , )  s ix ,  (7,)  seven, (8) e i g h t ,  (9,) nine,  
and (10) t en  west; a l s o  f r a c t i o n a l  township (33) t h i r t y - t h r e e  
nor th ,  ranges (7) seven and (8) e igh t  west; and a l s o  a l l  t h a t  
por t ion  of township (33) t h i r t y - t h r e e  north,  ranges (9) n i n e  
and (10) t en  west, lying south of Ponca creek; and a l s o  -11 
t h e  i s l a n d s  i n  the  Niobrara o r  Running Water r i v e r ,  l y i n g  i n  
f r o n t  of lands o r  townships above ceded by the  United S t a t e s  
t o  the  Ponca t r i b e  of Indians, But i t  i s  express ly  under- 
s tood and agreed t h a t  the United S t a t e s  s h a l l  no t  be c a l l e d  
upon t o  s a t i s f y  o r  pay the  claims of any s e t t l e r s  f o r  improve- 
ments upon the lands above ceded by t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t h e  
Poncas, but  t h a t  the  Ponca t r i b e  of Indians s h a l l ,  ou t  of 
t h e i r  own funds and a t  t h e i r  own expense, s a t i s f y  s a i d  claim- 
a n t s ,  should any be found upon sa id - l ands  above ceded by t h e  
United S t a t e s  t o  the Ponca t r i b e  of Indians.  
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The rese rve t ion  s o  described contained approximately 96,000 ac res .  The 

United S t a t e s  a l s o  agreed t o  protec t  the  Foncas and t h e i r  proper ty  dur- 

ing  good behavior on t h e i r  p a r t .  

4. The Ponca Tr ibe  was peaceful and l a w  abiding.  Rela t ions  

between t h e  United S t a t e s  and the  t r i b e  were good. The Ponca Tr ibe  

was f r i e n d l y  t o  s e t t l e r s . ,  On numerous occasions,  t h e  t r i b e  a s s i s t e d  

neighboring se t t lements .  The Poncas v o l u n t a r i l y  helped defend t h e  

s e t t l e r s  aga ins t  t h e  a t t a c k s  of h o s t i l e  Indians ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Sioux, 

even though the  t r e a t i e s  of the  Ponca Tr ibe  d i d  not  r e q u i r e  i t s  a s s i s t a n c e .  

5. Under the  terms of a  t r e a t y  en te red  i n t o  between t h e  Sioux 

Indians  and c e r t a i n  of t h e i r  a l l i e s  and t h e  United S t a t e s  da ted  A p r i l  

-==?a 29, 1868, 1 5  S t a t .  635, the  following descr ibed lands  were set  a s i d e  

- f as a r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  the  Sioux Tribe of Indians :  

Art icle 11. The United S ta tes  agrees  t h a t  t h e  fol lowing d i s t r i c t  
of country,  t o  w i t ,  v i z :  commencing on t h e  e a s t  bank of t h e  
Missouri  r i v e r  where t h e  f ~ r t y ~ s i x t h  p a r a l l e l  of n o r t h  l a t l t u d e  
c r o s s e s  the  same, thence along low-water mark down s a i d  e a s t  
bank t o  a point  opposite  where t h e  nor the rn  l i n e  of t h e  
S t a t e  of Nebraska s t r i k e s  the r i v e r ,  thence west a c r o s s  s a i d  
r i v e r ,  and along the  northern l i n e  of Nebraska t o  t h e  one 
hundred and four th  degree of longi tude  west from Greenwich, 
thence nor th  on s a i d  meridian t o  a po in t  where t h e  f o r t y -  
s i x t h  p a r a l l e l  of nor th  l a t i t u d e  i n t e r c e p t s  t h e  same, thence 
due east along s a i d  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  p lace  of beginning; and 
i n  a d d i t i o n  the re to ,  a l l  e x i s t i n g  rese rva t ions  on t h e  e a s t  bank 
of s a i d  r i v e r  s h a l l  be, and the  same i s ,  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  t h e  
a b s o l u t e  and undisturbed use and occupation of t h e  Indians  here-  
i n  named, and f o r  such other  f r i e n d l y  t r i b e s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
Ind ians  a s  from time t o  time they may be w i l l i n g ,  wi th  t h e  
consent  of  the  United S ta tes ,  t o  admit amongst them; and t h e  
United S t a t e s  now solemnly agrees t h a t  no persons except  those  
h e r e i n  designated and authorized s o  tp do, and except  such 
o f f i c e r s ,  agents ,  and employees of t h e  government a s  may be 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o ' e n t e r  upon Indian rese rva t ions  i n  d ischarge  of 
d u t i e s  enjoined by law, s h a l l  ever be permitted t o  pass over, 
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s e t t l e  upon, o r  r e s ide  i n  the t e r r i t o r y  described i n  t h i s  
a r t i c l e ,  o r  i n  such t e r r i t o r y  as  may be added t o  t h i s  r e s e r -  
va t ion  f o r  t h e  use of s a i d  Indians, and henceforth they w i l l  
and do hereby re l inquish  a l l  claims o r  r i g h t  i n  and t o  any 
por t ion of the  United S ta tes  o r  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  except such a s  i s  
embraced wi th in  the l i m i t s  aforesa id ,  and except a s  here in-  
a f t e r  provided. 

The lands above described encompassed a l l  the lands previously  reserved 

t o  the  Ponca Tr ibe  of Indians as  set f o r t h  i n  the  Treaty  of March 10, 1865, 

1 4  S t a t .  675. Following t h i s  t r e a t y  the  Poncas became s u b j e c t  t o  more 

frequent  r a i d s  from the  h o s t i l e  Sioux, which ra ids  caused considerable  

d e s t r u c t i o n  t o  Ponca land and property as wel l  a s  some l o s s  o f  l i f e .  

6. A s  e a r l y  a s  1873 the  Ponca t r i b e  was considering removing from 

t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  Dakota t o  some o the r  area  where they would n o t  be 

under f requent  a t t acks  from neighboring Sioux. The SeZeEt Committee of 

t h e  Senate, whkch had a s  i t s  task t h e  inves t iga t ion  of t h e  removal of 

t h e  Ponca Indians reported: 

I n  1873, however, the  Poncas, troubled by t h e i r  h o s 5 l e  
neighbors of the north, enter ta ined the  idea  of removing from 
t h e i r  r e se rva t ion  t o  the Omaha Reserve, and jo in ing them- 
s e l v e s  t o  t h a t  t r i b e  of Indians with whom they were on 
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  and who were making commendable progress 
i n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  upon t h e i r  reservat ion i n  the  S t a t e  o f  Nebraska, 
An arrangement between the  United S ta tes ,  the  Poncas, and t h e  
Omahas f o r  t h a t  purpose during t h a t  year was well-nigh com- 
p le ted ,  on terms e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  both the  Poncas and 
t h e  Omahas a s  well  as  t o  the United Sta tes .  For some reason 
t h i s  arrangement was never completed and was abandoned. 

I n  1875 negotiat ions fo r  the  removal of the  Poncas were 
a g a i n  entered in to ,  t h e i r  agent, A. J ,  Carrier ,  r ep resen t ing  
t h e  Government of the  United S ta tes  i n  procuring from them 
t h e i r  consent t o  e n t e r t a i n  the idea  of removing from t h e i r  
r e s e r v a t i o n  e i t h e r  t o  the  Omaha Agency or  t o  the  Indian T e r r i -  
to ry .  A ~ r e l i m i n a r y  paper was signed by nearly a l l  the  rep- 
r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the t r i b e ,  addressed t o  the President  of t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  s ignifying t h e i r  wil l ingness t o  remove t o  t h e  
Ind ian  Ter r i to ry .  
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There i s  c o n f l i c t  5n the testimony as  t o  j u s t  how t h e  
Indians understood t h i s  paper. Those who participated i n  i t s  
execution, and who have t e s t i f i e d  before the  c o m i t c e e ,  
t e s t i f i e d  t ha t  they understood i t  t o  be a preLimLnary t o  a 
negotiat ion t o  remove t o  the h a h a  Reservation. F i r .  Ca r r i e r  
and other witnesses t e s t i f i e d  t ha t  they c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t ~ o d  
a t  the  time t h a t  i t  was a proposit ion t o  go t o  the  Indian 
Terr i tory .  M r .  Carr ier ,  however, t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  i t  was under- 
stood t o  be merely a preliminary paper, not t o  be used unless  
fu r ther  negottat ions,  which were never had, were c a r r i e d  out .  
The paper was forwarded t o  President Grant by him, a s  he says ,  
preparatory t o  fu r ther  negotiat ions,  and never designed t o  
be used as  a paper committing them t o  removal t o  the  Indian 
Terr i toryhs* * ( ~ t .  Ex. 2, p. VI) 

7. By the  Appropriation Act of August 15, 1876, 19 S t a t ,  176, 192, 

Congress provided t h a t  the  Secretary of the  I n t e r i o r  mLght use  t h e  sum of 

twenty-five thousand do l l a r s  fo r  the  removal of the  Ponca Indians  t o  t he  

Indian Ter r i to ry  and providing them a home therein ,  "with t he  consent 

- - 
- '% of s a i d  band," The Appropriation Act of March 3 ,  1877, 1 9  S t a t .  271, 

-3 
--< 

--.*' 278, provided 'That the  sum of f i f t e e n  thousand do l l a r s  of  t h i s  appro- 

p r ia t ion ,  i n  addi t ion t o  t h a t  heretofore  appropriated, may be used f o r  

t he  removal and pe.rmanent locat ion of the  Poncas i n  t he  Indian Ter r i to ry . "  

8. E. C. Kemble, United S ta tes  Indian Inspector,  a r r ived .  a t  the  - ...- 
Ponca reservat ion i n  January, 1877, under orders from t h e  1ndian Bureau 

t o  ca r ry  out  t h e  provision fo r  removing t he  Poncas (Def. Ex. 14, p. V I I ) .  

These orders dated January 15, 1877, signed J. Q, Smith, Cbmmissioner 

of Indian Affai rs ,  among other  things di rected him a s  follows: 

You a r e  di rected t o  proceed t o  the  Ponca Agency, and 
a f t e r  a conference with the  United S ta tes  agent, hold a 
council  with the. Indians on the subject  of t h e i r  removal. 
You w i l l  give them t o  understand t ha t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  
have been careful ly  considered, and t h a t  i t  i s  very desi rous  
t h a t  they should be established i n  a country where the  c i r -  
cumstances for  t h e i r  self-improvement and maintenance, and 
the  protect ion of person and property, a r e  more favorable 
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than i n  t h e i r  present  s i t u a t i o n .  * * * By every proper 
argument o r  motive you w i l l  impress the  Poncas with t h e  
advantages t o  be gained by a change of res idence;  and 
endeavor t o  overcome whatever object ions they may have been 
r e c e n t l y  l e d  t o  e n t e r t a i n  aga ins t  the  Indian T e r r i t o r y  as . 
a s u i t a b l e  place f o r  t h e i r  fu tu re  home. 

Should you f ind the  f e e l i n g  of the  t r i b e  genera l ly  
t o  be i n  favor of the  proposed removal, you w i l l ,  w i th  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  men of the t r i b e ,  s e l e c t  a  de lega t ion  of 
not  more than t e n  (a l e s s  number might be s u f f i c i e n t )  
of the  most i n f l u e n t i a l  of i t s  members, and proceed wi th  
them t o  v i s i t  the  Indian Ter r i to ry ,  by such r o u t e  and mode 
of  conveyance a s  s h a l l  be judged t h e  bes t  and most p rac t i cab le .  

You w i l l  r epor t  a t  each successive s t e p ,  i n  t h e  d i s -  
charge of the  duty hereby assigned t o  you, s o  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
may be s e n t  t o  you f o r  your guidance when necessary; * * 4 

(Jt. Ex. 2, pp. 407-409) 

M r .  Kemble t e s t i f y i n g  before a s e l e c t  coinmittee of  Congress on 
- - 

,-\ 

February 14, 1880, swore t h a t  he construed t h e  w r i t t e n  orders  r e f e r r e d  
-2 

t o  above t o  mean t h a t  the  Poncas could not  be removed without  r e l i n -  

q u i s + k g  t h e  lands upon which they were then l i v i n g ;  and t h e  Yext s t e p  z 

a f t e r  such relinquishment o r  agreement t o  r e l i n q u i s h  was t o  t ake  a 

de lega t ion  t o  t h e  Indian Ter r i to ry  t o  s e l e c t  some o t h e r  home f o r  them 

(Jt. Ex. 2, p. 5 5 ) .  

9 .  The United S ta tes  inspector  ~ r o c e e d e d  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  i n s t r u c -  

t i o n s  (Pet. Ex. 21) given him by the  C o d s s i o n e r  of -1ndian A f f a i r s .  

Pursuant  t o  these  ins t ruc t ions  he wired t h e  Commissioner of Indian A f f a i r s  

on January  26, 1877, t h a t  "Poncas consent t o  g ive  up rese rva t ion  i f  de le-  

g a t i o n  of t e n ,  a f t e r  seeing Indian Ter r i to ry ,  a r e  pleased, and w i l l  be 

allowed t o  go t o  Washington t o  f t n i s h  negot ia t ions"  (pet.  Exs. 22-25, 

P- 414). I n  reply  Kemble on January 27, 1877 received from t h e  

Cormnissioner t h e  following telegram: 
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Fonca delegation mzy cone t o  Washington a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  
Indian Ter r i to ry ,  i f  they a r e  s a t i s f i e d  with the  country, 
and d e s i r e  set t lement of minor de ta i l s '  only. Agent can 
accompany them throughout.. 

. l o .  On the sane day, J a n ~ a r y  27, 1877, the  United S t a t e s  Indian 

Inspec to r  E. C. Kemble received the commissioner's assurance t h a t  a 

Ponca delegat ion might come t o  IJashington a f t e r  i t  v i s i t e d  the  Ind ian  

T e r r i t o r y .  A council  was held a t  t h e  Ponca Agency. This counci l  was 

between t h e  Ponca chiefs  and headmen and E. C. Kemble, United S t a t e s  

Indian Inspector ,  the  Reverend S. D. Hinman and t h e  United S t a t e s  

Ind ian  Agent James  Lawrence. Inspector  Kemble s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Ponca I: 

c h i e f s  and headmen t h a t :  

This i s  t h e  t h i r d  day we have counciled, and I hope you 
have made up your minds. I gave you t h e  words of your Great 
Father ,  t h a t  he wanted a delegat ion t o  do down and pick  o u t  
a home f o r  your t r i b e  i n  the  Lndian Ter r i to ry ;  but I t o l d  
you t h a t  I could not take you down t h e r e  u n t i l  you consented 
t o  g ive  up your land here. Yolr decided t h a t  you would no t  
t a l k  about t h a t  u n t i l  I got  permission of the  Great Father  
t o  t ake  a delegation t o  Washington a f t e r  they had seen t h e  
country.  This permission the  Great Father has given you; 
b u t  he has t o l d  you t h a t  you a r e  t o  decide t h e  quest ion 
be fore  you come t o  Washington. You are t o  go t o  Washington 
on ly  t o  s e t t l e  the  small matters  (minor d e t a i l s )  and f i n i s h  
up t h e  bargain a f t e r  you have been t o  the  Indian T e r r i t o r y  
and s e l e c t e d  the land. This i s  what came over the  wires from 
t h e  Great Father. And now I w i l l  hear  what you have t o  say. 
(Pet. Exs. 22-25, pp. 411-412) 

White Eagle, f i r s t  chief  of the  Ponca Tribe,  s a i d  i n  reply:  

* * When one looks f o r  a piece of land and f inds a p iece  
t h a t  s u i t s  him, he may look f o r  another piece. I am going 
t o  look from Omaha Agency t o  Indian Terr i tory .  (Pet. Exs. 
22-25, p. 413) 

Standing Buffalo, second chief of the  t r i b e ,  sa id :  

* * ;k I have a great  many complaints t o  t e l l  the  Great 
Fa the r ,  and I want him t o  look upon it. I went t o  
Washington and made a t r ea ty ,  and I got  papers fo r  it, 
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but they s e n t  you out  here  and toLd us t o  move, * * * 
I thought I had a b ig  rock i n  the  ground, i n  ve ry  deep, 
and hard t o  p u l l  out;but  t h e  Great Father wants i t ,  and 
today w e  have decided t o  give i t  i n t o  h i s  hand. I w i l l  l e t  
him have i t .  There i s  no use t a l k i n g  s o  long; what you 
wanted you ge t  today fc :k * I f  t h e  land down t h e r e  d o n ' t  
s u i t  me I w i l l  complain t o  t h e  Great Father about i t ,  (Pet.  Ex. 22-25) 

Lone Chief, t h i r d  chief  of t h e  Ponca Tribe,  s a i d :  

* * * I agree t o  look from Omaha Agency t o  Ind ian  T e r r i t o r y  
u n t i l  I f ind  a piece of land t o  s u i t  me, 

A t  t h e  time of t h i s  conference Inspector  Kemble knew t h a t  Com- 

missioner Smith had agreed t o  t h e  Ponca's terms, b u t  he never  t o l d  them 

of t h e  Comnissioner's acceptance, but  continued h i s  a t tempt  t o  g e t  t h e  

t r i b e  t o  surrender  i t s  rese rva t ion  e i t h e r  o r a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  The 

Ponca's response was a r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  proposal.  

The Senate Committee Report (supra) discussed Kemble's conduct wi th  

r e s p e c t  t o  the  proposal of the  Poncas and the  Commissioner's r e a c t i o n  

1 

as follows: 

This proposi t ion  and answer he p e r s i s t e d  throughout i n  
t r e a t i n g  a s  a renunciat ion on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Indians  of  a l l  
t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  reservat ion,  and an  abso lu te  consent  t o  remove 
t o  t h e  Indian Ter r i to ry ,  and t h a t  a l l  which remained was f o r  
t e n  of  t h e i r  chief  men t o  go wi th  him t o  the  Indian T e r r i t o r y  
and select a place f o r  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  and then go t o  Washington 
and ar range the  d e t a i l s  with t h e  Indian Bureau. No comments of 
t h e  Committee can put i n  s t ronger  l i g h t  than t h e  language i t s e l f  
t h e  u t t e r  i n j u s t i c e  and wrong involved i n  such a c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h i s  t r ansac t ion ,  The ten  Indians  were, however, s e l e c t e d  and 
taken by M r .  Kemble and two of h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  Ind ian  
T e r r i t o r y  f o r  the  purpose, he s a i d ,  of s e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  
and, as they supposed, of determining whether t h e  Ind ian  country 
p leased them, and they des i red  a f t e r  see ing i t  t o  remove wi th  
t h e i r  t r i b e  t o  i t  a s  a new home. (Def. Ex. 14, Sen. Rpt. p. IX) 

11. E. C. Kemble l e f t  the  Ponca Agency on February 2, 1877 wi th  

t h e  Ponca Agent James Lawrence, t e n  Ponca c.hiefs and head-men and t h e  
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agency i n t e rp re t e r .  The par ty  arr ived a t  the Osage Agency, Indian 

Te r r i t o ry  on February 9, 1877. No preparat ions  had been made a t  the  

Osage Agency t o  receive the  Ponca delegetion and fo r  f i v e  days i t  was 

weatherbound and quartered i n  an uncomfortable cabin. The Poncas became 

very homesick and despondent and urged M r .  Reinble t o  take them home 

(Pet. Exs, 27-29, 31, pp. 415, 418). 

The Indian delegates refused t o  make a f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  anywhere i n  

t he  t e r r i t o r y  u n t i l  they conferred with t h e i r  t r i b e  and preferred t o  

r e t u r n  home. M r .  Kemble, however, d id  not  acquiesce i n  the  delegates '  

r eques t  t o  r e t u r n  home and on the 15th of ~ e b r u a r y  t he  par ty  l e f t  the  

Osage Agency f o r  the  Kaw Agency, a r r i v ing  there  the  same day, The 

Ponca delegates  although wel l  received by the  Kaw ~ n d k a n s  announced t h a t  

even should they f ind  a piece of land i n  t he  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  su i t ed  them 

they would no t  s e l e c t  i t  u n t i l  they returned t o  confer with t h e i r  t r i b e .  

They expressed t h e i r  wish t o  re turn home immediately and t o  take back 

any a s sen t  they might have given t o  the  removal of t h e i r  people. This 

being denied them, the  e igh t  full-blood members of the  delegation,  with- 

out  permission, l e f t  the  par ty  on February 20, 1877, and s t a r t e d  north- 

ward on foo t  t o  t h e i r  reservation,  and they suf fe red  many severe hard- 

sh ips  i n  making t h i s  journey, 

12. Inspector  Kemble i n  response t o  h i s  inqu i ry  as  t o  whether the  

Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  would i n s i s t  on the  u l t imate  removal of the  

Ponca Tr ibe  t o  Indian Ter r i to ry  even though the  Poncas withdrew t h e i r  

consent t o  such removal, received the  following answer from the  

- .--Colmnissioner of Indian Af f a i r s  on February 23, 1877: 
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Removal of Poncas w i l l  be i n s i s t e d  upon. Spo t t ed  T a i l  
and Red Cloud must move t h i s  summer t o  Missour i  River .  
Thei r  presence w i l l  render  f u r t h e r  s t a y  of Poncas a t  o l d  
l o c a t i o n  impossible.  

And on February 26, 1877 he rece ived  t h e  fo l lowing  t e l e g r a p h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

from t h e  Commissioner: 

Return t o  Ponca Agency and proceed t o  e f f e c t  removal 
t o  Kaw Reservation. Fur ther  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  Ponca. 

Another te legram t o  Inspec tor  Kemble from t h e  Commissioner d a t e d  February  

27, 1877, d i r e c t e d  t h e  former a s  fol lows:  

Proceed t o  Ponca Agency and remove Ind ians  wi thou t  
de l ay  t o  Kaw Reservation. ( J t .  Ex. 2, p. 421) 

13. Although t h e  Commissio.ner of  Ind ian  A f f a i r s  had on February  27, 

1877, ordered  Inspec to r  Kemble t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Ponca Agency and remove 

t h e  Poncas t o  t h e  Kaw Agency, Indian  T e r r i t o r y ,  t h a t  o r d e r  was r e p l a c e d  

a- 
(\ < )  on March 7, 1877 by t h e  fol lowing te legram from t h e  C o m i s s i o n e r  

a d v i s i n g  Kemble t h a t :  
Of f i ce  o f  I n d i a n  A f f - i r s  
Washington, D. C. March 7, 
1877 

Kemble, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  Dak.: . 

L e t t e r  from S a i n t  Joe, March 2, and te legram of  t oday  
rece ived .  You have f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  remove Poncas t o  
Quapaw Reserve. For ty  thousand d o l l a r s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e i r  
l o c a t i o n  the re .  Choose most economical means of  removal, 
on ponies ,  i f  p r ac t i cab le ;  i f  not ,  by steamer t o  Kansas 
C i ty .  Claims f o r  property n e c e s s a r i l y  su r r ende red  w i l l  be  
f u l l y  cons idered  h e r e a f t e r  and r epor t ed  t o  Congress. 
( ~ t .  Ex. 2, pp. 424, 425) 

14. I n s p e c t o r  Kemble, a f t e r  he w a s  dese r t ed  by a l l  b u t  two o f  t h e  

Ponca d e l e g a t e s  on February 20, 1877, r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Ponca Agency a r r i v i n g  

t h e r e  on March 10, 1877. He had rece ived  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  . to  remove t h e  

Poncas t o  t h e  Quapaw Reserve i n  Indian  T e r r i t o r y ,  on March 7, 1877, from 
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t h e  Coimissioner of India= Affa i r s .  Plr. Kemble d id  not ,  however, 

th ink  i t  j u s t  t o  the  t r i b e  to begin the  removal u n t i l  t h e  c h i e f s  were 

once more with i t .  They did  not  a r r i v e  a t  the  Ponca Agency i n  Dakota 

u n t i l  Apr i l  2,  1877. Af te r  consultatLon wi th  them and exp la in ing  t h e  

var ious  i n s t r u c t i o n s  he had received from t h e  Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  

r e l a t i v e  t o  the  Ponca removal t o  the  Indian T e r r i t o r y ,  M r .  Kembie 

repor ted  t o  t h e  Commissioner of Indian A f f a i r s  on Apr i l  5, 1877, t h a t  

"the delegat ion of ch ie f s ,  l i k e  the  t r i b e ,  has become about e q u a l l y  

divided on the  sub jec t  of removal." (3;. Ex. 2, p. 434) 

15. Strong opposit ion t o  the  removal developed wi th in  t h e  Ponca 

Tr ibe  a f t e r  Kemble's r e t u r n  t o  the  agency. On A p r i l  5, 1877 a f u l l  

r e p o r t  of the  condit ions in imica l  t o  removal was furnished t h e  Com- 

- missioner of Indian Af fa i r s .  A f u r t h e r  r epor t  was furnished t h e  

UA-- Cormnissioner of Indian A f f a i r s  by Inspector  Kemble on Apr i l  12, 1877 

i n  which, among o the r  things,  Inspector  Kemble s t a t e d  t h a t :  

On t h e  11th  i n s t a n t  the  teams which I had engaged t o  
haul  our agency mate r i a l  and emp'loyes, and the  fami l i e s  
(old women and small  ch i ld ren)  of t h e  Indians who a r e  
d e s t i t u t e  of teams o r  ponies, a r r ived ,  and we have s i n c e  
been engaged i n  loading and g e t t i n g  ready f o r  a s t a r t .  I 
have heard nothing of t h e  telegram s e n t  by t h e  Niobrara 
counsel lor  f o r  t h i s  t r i b e ,  and the  Indians a t  t h e  lower 
v i l l a g e  are understood t o  be wai t ing  the  i s s u e  of t h a t  d i s -  
patch. Both head ch ie f s ,  White Eagle and Standing Buffalo,  
a r e  understood t o  have acquiesced i n  the  necess i ty  of removal, 
bu t  are a f r a i d  t o  come out  openly on account of t h e  Ind ian  
s o l d i e r s .  Today t h i s  s o l d i e r  band came up t o  the  agency and 
endeavored t o  e n t e r t a i n  me with t h e i r  t a c t i c s ,  each speaking 
a few ambiguous words about theLr purpose t o  remain here ,  
I dismissed the  council ,  a f t e r  t h e  four th  speaker, wi th  t h e  
simple assurance t h a t  I should to-morrow s t a r t  wi th  a l l  t h e  
t r i b e  who would go peaceably wl th  me, A s  f o r  those  who 
re fuse  t o  leave, I l e f t  them i n  no doubt t h a t  they would 
be requ i red  t o  follow, while those who should undertake 
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t o  make t roub le  were reminded t h a t  the commanding o f f i c e r  
of the Great Fa the r ' s  s o l d i e r s  was here t o  look a f t e r  
them. I then s a i d  I would hold no more councils  on t h e  
subject ,  and would tu rn  the rebel l ious  members of t h e  t r i b e  
over t o  the m i l i t a r y .  

Unless I receive  ins t ruc t ions  t o  the con t ra ry  I s h a l l  
to-morrow s t a r t  t o  cross the  Running Water with a l l  t h e  t r i b e  
t h a t  I can draw along with me. How many w i l l  accompany me I 
cannot ye t  determine, but I have s t rong hopes of t ak ing  t h e  
major i ty  of the  t r i b e .  ( J t .  Ex. 2, pp. 436, 438) 

I n  connection with t h i s  i t  was reported t h a t  a  mounted company of t roops 

from For t  Randall, fo r ty - f ive  i n  number, under the command of Captain 

Walker had been s e n t  t o  t h e  Ponca Agency t o  give p ro tec t ion  t o  t h e  h a l f -  

breeds aga ins t  t h e  t e r r o r i z i n g  t a c t i c s  of the Indian "soldiers .  " 

16. The more c i v i l i z e d  por t ion of the  Ponca Tr ibe  c o n s i s t i n g  of 

t h e  half-breeds and many f u l l  bloods favored removal, t h e  o t h e r s  opposed 

. . it. The opposit ion por t ion  of t h e  t r i b e  was constant ly  s t rengthened 

through t h e  in te r fe rence  of outs ide  p a r t i e s ,  When Inspec to r  Kemble 

crossed t h e  Niobrara r i v e r  he was unable t o  induce more than -?e hundred 

and seventy t o  cross  with him f o r  removal t o  Indian T e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  p a r t y  

reached Columbus, Nebraska, enroute fo r  the  Indian T e r r i t o r y  on A p r i l  

28, It f i n a l l y  reached the  new locat ion se lec ted  f o r  t h e  Poncas on 

June 12, 1877. 

17. A f t e r  crossing t h e  Niobrara r i v e r  on the  17 th  of Apr i l ,  1877, 

Inspec to r  Kemble had turned over t o  che Ponca Agent Lawrence t h e  c o n t r o l  

of t h e  170 Indians who had crossed with him and had proceeded t o  Washing- 

ton  f o r  f u r t h e r  consul ta t ion  with t h e  Commissioner of Indian A f f a i r s .  

On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Columbus, Nebraska, which the  170 Poncas under t h e  

c o n t r o l  of Agent Lawrence had reached on Apri l  28, 1877, he d i r e c t e d  




































































