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THE SEMINOLE NATION, 

P l a i n t i f f ,  

v. 

THE UNITED STATES, 

D e  f endan t . 

Docket No. 248 

Decided: June 27, 1966 

FINDINGS OF FACT AS TO ALLOWANCE OF A T T O ~ E Y S '  FEE 

Application having been f i l e d  on May 26, 1366, by the  a t t o r n e y s  

of record fo r  the Seminole Eation, Roy S t .  Lewis and Peul M. N iebe l l ,  

f o r  allowance of a t to rneysE  fees  i n  the  above-enti t led cause, and t h e  

I defendant having responded on June-I?,  1966, by l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

i t  has no information t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  requested t en  pe rcen t  f e e  

i s  improper and, accordingly, takes no posi t ion  wi th  re fe rence  t o  

such claim, t h i s  Commission makes the following f indings  of f a c t :  

1. That the  o r ig ina l  con t rac t  was entered i n t o  between t h e  

Seminole Tribe of Indians i n  the  S t a t e  of Oklahoma a c t i n g  f o r  and on 

behalf  of the  Seminole Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma and Roy S t .  Lewis, 

a t to rney ,  on October 6, 1947, approved by the Acting C o m i s s i o n e r  of 

Indian A£ f a i r s  on December 8, 1947 (Contract No, I-1-ind. 42277 ) ;  

t h a t  s a i d  contrac t  was f o r  a period of t en  (10) years  from t h e  d a t e  

of approval; t h a t  a second con t rac t  was executed by the  saxe p a r t i e s  

on August 25, 1959 (Amended Contract 14-20-0650 NO. 8 0 3 ) ;  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n t r a c t  was approved by the Acting Secretary of t h e  I n t e r i o r  on 
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November 28, 1960; t h a t  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  wae s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

c o n t r a c t  and f o r  a  per iod  of ten years  from d a t e  of  app rova l .  

2. That Roy S t .  Lewis, the o r i g i n a l  a t t o r n e y  o f  r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  

c la im,  a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  him Paul M. N iebe l l ;  t h a t  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  

under the  terms and cond i t i ons  of Con t r ac t  No. 803 was approved on 

J u l y  12 ,  1963, by l e t t e r  from the  Area D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  

Ind ian  Af f a i r s .  

3.  That both t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  and second c o n t r a c t ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  amendment, provided t h a t  compensation pa id  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  o f  

r eco rd  should be wholly con t ingen t  upon recovery  fo r  t h e  Semcnole 

T r ibe ,  and i n  no e v e n t  should such compensation exceed t e n  p e r c e n t  

of a l l  sums recovered f o r  t he  Seminole Tr ibe .  

4.  That  such amounts a s  were au tho r i zed  by r e s o l v t i o n  of  t h e  

Seminole Council ,  and approved by t h e  Commissioner of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  

t o  reimburse t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  a c t u a l  expenses i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  prose-  

c u t i o n  of  t h i s  c la im were expended o u t  of  Seminole t r i b a l  funds  

d u r i n g  p roces s  of t he  l i t i g a t i o n .  Accordingly, no c l a i m  has  been 

f i l e d  h e r e i n  f o r  such expenses.  

5. On November 9, 1965, t he  Commission e n t e r e d  a n  o r d e r  i n  

f a v o r  of  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  awarding f i n a l  judgment i n  t h e  amount of  

$63,680.00, w i t h  t h e  proviso  t h a t  a s s e r t i o n s  of o f f s e t s  a g a i n s t  

t h e  Seminole Nation should be postponed t o  o t h e r  Seminole c la ims .  

6 .  I n  cons ide ra t ion  of t he  s e r v i c e s  rendered by t h e  a t t o r n e y s  

i n  t he  p rosecu t ion  of  t h i s  claim, t he  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  p e r i o d  of  
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l i t i g a t i o n ,  t he  r e s u l t i n g  award, and i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  prosecut ion  of s i m i l a r  c laims i n  c o u r t s  o f  l a w ,  t he  

Commission f i n d s  t h a t  t he  s a i d  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  

f u l l  t e n  pe rcen t  of t h e  award a s  provided i n  Sec t ion  15 of t h e  I n d i a n  

Claims Commission Act and the  a t t o r n e y s '  c o n t r a c t s  he re in .  

7. 'Tl-ie Comission: i f inds t h a t  the  sum of $6,368.00 c o n s t i t u t i n g  

10% of the  award made t o  t h e  Seminole Nation by t h i s  Commission be 

awarded t o  Roy S t .  Lewis and Paul  M. Niebe l l  a s  compensation f o r  

s e r v i c e s  rendered  as c o n t r a c t  a t t o rneys ,  and i t  w i l l  be s o  ordered .  

Arthur  V. Wa t k i n s  
Chief Commissioner 

Wm. M. Ho l t  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 

T. Harold S c o t t  
Assoc ia t e  Commissioner 




