
BEFORE: THE I N D I A N  CLADS COMMISSION 
l 

THE SEMINOLE NATION, 1 
1 

P l a i n t i f f ,  1 
1 

v. 1 
1 

THE UNITED STATES, 1 
1 

Defendant . ) 

Docket No, 204 

INTERLOCUTORY ORDER 

Upon t h e  Findings of Fac t  numbered 1 through 10 and t h e  Opinion 
t h i s  day e n t e r e d ,  t h i s  Commission concludes a s  a  m a t t e r  of  l a w :  

1. The Dawes Commission d i d  n o t  a c t  wrongful ly  when i t  d iv ided  
t h e  Seminole land  a l lo tmen t s  by va lue  wi thout  t ak ing  inCo c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  o i l  d e p o s i t s  w i th in  some o f  t h e  a l lo tmen t s .  

2. The defendant  i s  no t  l i a b l e  t o  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  f o r  t h e  s a i d  a c t s  
o f  t h e  D a w e s  Commission i n  d i v i d i n g  Seminole land  a l l o t m e n t s  by va lue .  

3 .  The Commissioner of Indian  A f f a i r s  a c t i o n a b l y  wronged t h e  
p l a i n t i f f  i n  t h e  process  of s ecu r ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  which t e rmina ted  t h e  
S e n i n o l e  N a t i o n ' s  e q u a l i z a t i o n  fund, which l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  known a s  t h e  
p r o v i s o  t o  S e c t i o n  I1 of t h e  Act of May 27, 1908 (35 S t a t .  312, 316). 

4 .  The defendant ,  by reason of t h e  wrongful a c t  of i t s  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  Comiss ione r  of Ind ian  A f f a i r s ,  i s  l i a b l e  f o r  a c t u a l  
damages s u f f e r e d  by the  p l a i n t i f f  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  t e rmina t ion  of  t 5 e  
e q u a l i z a t i o n  fund, which wrongful a c t i o n  was i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
concep t  o f  f a i r  and honorable dea l ings  conta ined  i n  Clause 5 o f  S e c t i o n  
2 of  t h e  I n d i a n  Claims Commission Act of  1946 (25 U.S.C. 70a). 

IT  I S  THEREFORE ORDERED AND ADJUDGED t h a t  t h e  i n s t a n t  s u i t  proceed 
on  t h e  s i n g l e  i s s u e  of proof of a c t u a l  damages s u f f e r e d  by t h e  Seminole 
N a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  as a d i r e c t  consequence of t h e  wrongful a c t  of t h e  
d e f e n d a n t .  

Dated a t  Washington, D. C., t h i s  24 th  day of June, 1966. 

Ar thur  V . Wa t k i n s  
Chief C o m i s s i o n e r  

wm. M. Holt  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 

T. Harold S c o t t  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 




