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TRX LOVER SIOUX 1KDIA.H 1. 
COPNUI\T ITY , ETC , , 

P e t i t i o n e r s ,  ) 
1 

V. Docket NO.  359 
(Trea ty  of J u l y  15, 1830 - 

THE Uf\:ITED STATES OF AIERICA, ) Royce Area 153) 
1 

Defendant. 
1 

THE SISSETOH AN?) W W E T O N  BANDS ) 
02 TRIBES OF SfOm INDIANS, 

1 
In t e rvenor s .  ) 

ORDER GllMITING IhTTERVEN0U9 MOTION FOR 
SUMbL&Y JUDQENT OF TITLE 

On January  12, 1962, t h i s  Commission e n t e r e d  t h e  fo l lowing  f i n d i n g  
of f a c t  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  claims a s s e r t e d  i n  t h e  above docket  by t h e  

- " p e t i t i o n e r s ,  T h e  Lower Sioux I n d i a n  Community, e t c  . ( ~ e d a x a k a n t o n  and 
Wahpakoota bands of M i s s i s s i p p i  S i o a )  t o  Royce Area 153: 

32. Under A r t i c l e  3 of t h e  1830 T r e a t y ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
l and  c e s s i o n  was made e x c l u s i v e l y  by t h e  f o u r  bands of  
M i s s i s s i p p i  Sioux. 

" A r t i c l e  111, The Medawah-Kanton, Wah-pa-coota, 
Wahpeton and S i s s e t o n  Eands of  t h e  S ioux cede 
and r e l i n q u i s h  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  f o r e v e r ,  a  
T r a c t  of Country twenty m i l e s  i n  wid th ,  from t h e  
MissLss ippi  t o  t h e  Desmoine R ive r ,  s i t u a t e  n o r t h  
and adjo in ing  t h e  l i n e  mentioned i n  t h e  preceding  
a r t i c l e  ." 

The l and  thus ceded comprises about  two m i l l i o n  a c r e s  i n  
n o r t h e r n  Iowa and i s  o f f i c i a l l y  des igna ted  a s  Royce Area 153. 
The M i s s i s s i p p i  Sioux were t h e  e x c l u s i v e  owners a s  of t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  da t e  of the  c e s s i o n ,  t hey  having recognized t i t l e  
t h e r e t o  by v i r t u e  of the  1825 P r a i r i e  du Chien Trea ty .  
Only t h e  Medawakanton and Wahpakoota bands a r e  a s s e r t i n g  
c l a i m s  t o  Royce Area 153, 

O n  June 21, 1965, t he  Commission e n t e r e d  an order  g r a n t i n g  t h e  
mot ion  of t h e  S i s sc ton  and Bahpeton Eands o r  T r i b e s  of I n d i a n s  t o  
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in t e rvene  i n  c l a i m  a s s e r t e d  i n  Docket 359 by t he  p e t i t i o n e r s  t h e r e i n .  
On Jsnuasy 3 ,  1966, t h e  in t e rven ing  p e t i  t i o n c r s  f i l c d  t h e i r  motion f o r  
sulmiary judgnent- as cap tiol;eci above, asking the  Conunission t o  f i n d  t h a t  
they a r e  t h e  owners of an undivided i n t e r c s t  i n  Roycc Area 153. On 
January 13,  1966, t he  dcfcndant  responded t o  Lhis motion, and on Jn?iunry 
19, 1366, t h e  intervening petitioners f i l c d  t h e i r  r ep ly  t o  de fendan t ' s  
response.  

Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the  ma t t e r s  s e t  f o r t h  above a s  w e l l  a s  t he  
e n t i r e  record i n  t h i s  docket ,  t he  Commission i s  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no genuine i s s u e  of f a c t  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  che h l i s s i s s i p p i  Sioux 
ownership of Royce Area 153, and we t h e r e f o r e  conclude t h a t  t h e  i n t e r -  
vening p e t i t i o n e r s  a r e  t he  owners .of an undivided i n t e r e s t  i n  Royce 
Area 153. 

IT  I S  TH3LEFOE O?XlERED t h a t  t h e  in t en ren ing  p e t i t i o n e r s '  motion 
a s  capt ioned  above b e ,  and t h e  same i s  hereby granted .  

IT  IS  FURTHER 0PJ)EKED t h a t ;  

(a) The Commissionfs Finding 32 (10 Ind. C 1 .  Comrn. 137, 157) i s  
hereby amended by s t r i k i n g  ou t  t he  l a s t  sen tence  t h e r e o f ;  

(b) The Commissiont s opinion is  hereby amended by i n s e r t i n g  t h e  
fo l lowing  sen tence  a t  t h e  end of t he  f i r s t  paragraph a t  10 Incl. C1.  Comm. 

- 137, 180. 

"In l i k e  manner, a s  i n t e rqen ing  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  t h e  two 
p e t i t i o n i n g  communities a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  maic ta in  t h e  c la ims  
a s s e r t e d  i n  Docket No. 359." 

(c) The Commission's opinion i s  f u r t h e r  mended by s t r i k i n g  ou t  t h e  
l a s t  sen tence  of t h e  t h i r d  p a r a g r a ~ h  a t  10 Ind .  C 1 ,  Corm. 137, 186, and 
s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  fol lowing i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f ;  

''Royce Area 153 i s  the s u b j e c t  of c laims a s s e r t e d  i n  
Docket 359 by t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  Medawakanton and Wahpakoota 
S ioux,  and t h e  in t e rven ing  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  S i s s e t o n  and 
Wahpeton Sioux." 

(d) The Commission's I n t e r l o c u t o r y  Order of June 12, 1962, i s  
hereby amended by a d d i n g t h e  fol lowing sentence a t  t h e  end of para- 
graph  "1" . 

"The S i s s e t o n  and Vahpeton bands of N i s s i s s i p p i  
S ioux ,  a s  i n t e r ~ l e n i n g  p e t i t i o n e r s  , a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  
ma in t a in  t h e  claims a s s e r t e d  i n  Docket 359." 



(e) The Conmission's I n t e r l o c u t o r y  Order  of  J u n e  1 2 ,  1962. i s  
f u r t h e r  amended by s t r i k i n g  o u t  s u h p a r a ~ r a p h  "(a)"  on page 1 and s.l.2- 

s t i t u t i n g  i n  1ie.u t l tereof the fol lowing:  

"(a)  The Medawakanton and V!ahpakoo~a bands of M i s s i s s i p p i  
Sioux,  a s  p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  Docket 359, and  t h e  S i s s e t o n  and Wahpeton 
bands of M i s s i s s i p p i  Sioux,  a s  i n t e r v e n i n g  p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  Docket 
359, ha.d recognized t i t l e  t o  Royce Area 153 a s  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  o f  the  t r e a t y  of ce s s ion  of  J u l y  15,  1830, 7 S t a t .  328; * $: ;k" 

Dated at: Washington, D.  C . ,  t h i s  22nd day of A p r i l ,  1966. 

Ar thur  V . Watkins 
Chief Commissioner 

Wm. M. H o l t  
A s s o c i a t e  Commissioner 

T .  Haro ld  S c o t t  
Assoc i a t e  C o m ~ i s s i o n e r  




