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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

THE SIOUX TRIBE OF INDLANS, ET AL., 

THREE AFFILLATED TRIBES OF THE 
FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION, 

THE YANKTON SIOUX TRIBE OF INDIANS, 

THE CHIPPEWA CREE TRIBE OF INDIANS, 

P l a i n t i f f s  , 
.' . 

, v. 
- 

THE mITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendant. 

1 Docket No. 74 
1 
1 Docket Nos. 350-B and 
1 350-C 
1 
1 Docket No. 332-A 
1 
1 Docket No. 221-A 
1 
) 

ORDER DEFINING BOUNDARY AND DETERMINING RECOGNITION 

THIS CAUSE came on t o  be heard upon the motion of p e t i t i o n e r s  
i n  Docket No. 74 t o  define ce r t a in  preliminary i ssues ,  which motion 
was f i l e d  on March 23, 1965; upon the response of p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  
Docket Nos. 350-B and 350-C f i l e d  on March 31, 1965; upon the  re-  
sponse of defendant f i l e d  on April 1, 1965; upon the response of 
the Yankton Sioux Tribc Docket No. 332-A f i l e d  on Apri l  28, 1965, 
and was argued before th i s  Commission on Apri l  29, 1965, and taken 
under advisement, and the Commission being now f u l l y  advised i n  
the premises, i t  i s  therefore 

ADJUDGED AND ORDERED i n  accordance with the f indings of f a c t  
and opinion t h i s  day entered; which findings of f a c t  and opinion 
a r e  made a p a r t  hereof, that :  

2 .  The Treaty of Fort Laramie of September 17, 1851 (11 S t a t .  
749) const i tu ted  a recognition of t i t l e  i n  the "Sioux o r  Dacotah 
Nation'' t o  the  area  of land described there in  a s  belonging t o  s a i d  
Nation. 

2. The descr ip t ion of sa id  area  s o  recognized, including the  
disputed sec t ion  of the western boundary thereof a s  found by the 
Connnission, i s  a s  follows: 
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The t e r r i t o r y  of the  Sioux o r  Dahcotah Nation, 
commencing t h e  mouth of t he  White Ear th  River,  on t h e  
Missouri  River;  thence i n  a southwes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  the  forks  of  t he  PLatte  River;  thence up the  n o r t h  
f o r k  of t h e  P l a t t e  River t o  a poFnt known a s  t he  ded 
Bute, o r  where the  road leaves the  r i v e r ;  thence a long  
t h e  range of  mountains known a s  t he  Black H i l l s ,  ( i . e . ,  
a long  the  dra inage  d i v i d e  between the  s t reams f lowing 
n o r t h  i n t o  t h e  Missouri  River and those  flowing e a s t  
i n t o  t h e  Missouri  River)  t o  the  head-waters of Hear t  
River;  thence down Heart River t o  i t s  mouth; and thence  
down the  Missour i  River t o  t he  p lace  o f  beginning. 

Dated a t  Washington, D. C., t h i s  27th day of August, 1965. 

Ar thur  V. Watkins 
Chief Commissioner 

Wm. M. Holt 
Assoc ia t e  Commissioner 

T. Hsrold S c o t t  
Assoc ia te  Commissioner 




