
B E F O E  THE IhTDI-AN C U I K S  COXMTSSIOE 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE 1 
U?IATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION, ) 

1 
P e t i t i o n e r ,  ) 

1 
v. ) Docket No. 264 

1 
ZITTTED STATES OF AXERICA, ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

IhTERLOCUTORY ORDER 

Upon t h e  f indings of f a c t  and opinion t h i s  day entered here in ,  
wkich a r e  hereby made a par t  of t h i s  order,  the  Conmission concludes as 
a mat te r  of l a w  t h a t :  

1. The p e t i t i o n e r  here in ,  Confederated Tribes of the  Umztilla 
Ind ian  Reservation, has  the  r i g h t  and capacity under the  Indian C l a i m s  
Commission Act t o  br ing and maintain t h i s  s u i t  f o r  and on behalf of 
t h e  t h r e e  t r i b e s  of Indizns who were p v t i e s  t o  the  t r e a t y  of June 9 ,  
1855 (12 S t a t ,  9 4 3 ,  nmely:  t h e  Walla Walla Tr ibe  of Indians,  t h e  
Cayuse Tr ibe  of Indians ,  and t h e  U m a t i l l a  Tribe of Indians; 

2. That p r i o r  t o  and a t  t h e  time of the  t r e a t y  of J m e  9, 1855, 
- t h e  aforementioned th ree  t r i b e s  of Indians were separate land owning 

e n t i t i e s  ; 

3. That  on March 8, 1859, t h e  e f f e c t i v e  da te  of t h e  t r e z t y  of 
June 9, 1855, t h e  s a i d  th ree  t r i b e s  of I ~ d i a n s  w5o were formally corrfed- 
e r a t e d  under t h e  t r e a t y ,  ceded t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  a l l  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  
t i t l e  =d interest t o  a large  a r e a  of land i n  Oregon and Washington 
o f f i c i a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as Royce Area No, 362; and 

4 .  That,  as of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  da te  of the 1855 t r e a t y  of cession,  
t h e  s a i d  t h r e e  separa te  t r i b e s  of Indians held 1r;dian t i t l e  t o  t h r e e  
s e p a r a t e  b u t  contiguous t r a c t s  of larid i n  s m t h e s s t e r n  Washington and 
e a s t e r n  Oregon, a more accurate desc r ip t ion  of which is  set out i n  t h e  
Commission' s Finding No. 41. 

IT I S  THEREFORE ORDERED, t h a t  t h i s  case proceed t o  a determination 
of t h e  t o t a l  acreage of the ceded lands, t h e i r  valve as of t h e  d a t e  of 
taking,  t h e  cons ide ra t ion  paid by t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  the  confederated 
t r i b e s  f o r  s z i d  l a d s ,  and all other  mat ters  beariag upon t h e  defendant ' s  
l i a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  herein.  

Dated at Washington, D. C., t h i s -  28t5 day of September, 1964. 

/ s /  k t h r  V, Watkins 
Chief , G m i s s i o n e r  

/s/ Wrr.. M. Eo l t  
Associate Commissioner 




