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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION 

RED LAKE, PEMBINA AW WHITE EARTH ) 
BASll?)S, ET AL., ) 

9 
Petitioners, ) 

1 
V , 1 

1 
THE UNITED STATES, 1 

.Defendent. 
1 
1 

TURTLE MO-UXIAIPU' B&?) OF CHIPPEWA ) 
IhqIANS, 1 

1 
Petitioners , ) 

1 
V* 1 

THE UNITED STATES, 
1 

1 
Defendant, 1 

THZ LITTLE SHELL BAND OF CRIPPEWA ) 
1himS, ET AL. , 1 

Petitioners , ) 
1 

V. 1 

TEE UNITED STAZES, 
1 
1 
1 

Defendant. 

Docket No. 18-A 

Docket No. 113 

Docket No. 191 

Decided:' August 13, 1964 

FINDINGS OF FACT ON ATTORNEYS ' FEES 
. .On J ~ l y  29,. 1964, a hearing was held before the Commission on the 

~etitions for zillarance of attorneys1 fees in the above-entitled cases 

and suhrsitted to the Commission, and the Commission having considered 

the entirs record, including the various contracts of employment of 



s a i d  attorneys and c e r t a i n  assignments of i ~ t e r e s t s  there in ,  makes t h e  

following f i c d i n ~ s  of fzct :  

I. On A p r i l  24, 1964, i n  compliance with the  dec is ion  of the  

Court of C l a i m ,  Appeal Xo, 7-62, t h i s  Coxnission entered' an axcnded 

f i n a l  ab:ard i a  these consolidated cases, Docket nmbers  18-A, 113, and 

191 which i n  per t inent  par t  reads a s  follows: 

IT IS TBKEFOFX O??EPSI), N)JflDGED 45% DXCRYED by t h e  
Ccxrz.ission that  t he  pe t i t ioners  herein f o r  2nd on bchzlf 
af  an3 far the  benef i t  of the Red snd Pembina Esnds, 
as sath b a A s  were cors t i tu ted  arid recognized by the  
Un5Cc:d Szaecs a t  the tiqe of the  Treaty of Octobzr 2, LG63, 
do h v e  and rzcovsr of a d  from the defendant the  sum of  
$2 E7!- .--cn - *  

,Y .? , ,OG~,X,  said sum ta be divided as  follcws: 

1 On bohalf of and for  the  benefi t  
of the Zed L&e Band . . , . . . , . $1,797,761.74 

12) On behalf of and fo r  the  ben2fit  
of t& P s ~ 5 f n a  Band . . , . , . . , 237, 127.32 

Attornsys' Contracts i n  Docket 18-A 

2. T b  first a t ~ o r n e y s '  contract v i t h  the Red Lake Band was 

Contract Yo. 42012 under da te  of FeSruary 13, 1948, b e t w e n  t h e  General 

C o u ~ c i l  of t h e  Red Lake Eznd of Chippewa Indiarrs and Austin L. Lathers, 

J a y  H, Hoag and Clarence G,.Lindquist and sa id  cont rac t  was approved by 

t h e  Acting Comissioner of Indian Affairs  on Apri l  7, 19G8 f o r  a pgriod of 

t e n  years. The foregoing contract re lat ionship w a s  continued by Contract 

.No. 600, dated June 12, 1958,- as  amended, betmen t h e - ~ e d . L z k e  Band of 

Chippewa Indians and Austin L. Lathers, Jay H. Hoag and Clarence G. 

Lindquist, and was approved by the Assistant Comissioner of Indian 

A f f a i r s  on Decmber 30, 1958 for  a period of ten years from Februery 13, 
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3. The f i r s t  attorneys1 contract entered ' in to  on behalf of the 

P-bina Band of Chippewa Indians was Contract No. 42223 executed 

June 21, 1949 between'Rossette Villebran and Eugene Brisbois, ac t ing  

for '  acd on' -behalf -of ' the Pembina  and o f  Chippewa Indians, and at torneys L 

H..J,'Grannis, Austin L. Lathers, Jay H, Hoag and Clarence G. Lindquist, 

approved October 19, 1949 by the Assistant'Commissioner of Indian 

Affa i rs  f o r  a period. of ten  years. from October 19,' 1949. The foregoing 
. . . . 

relatFonship was continued by Contract No. 909, dated June 3, 1960, a s  

amended, between Will ie  LaFrinies and Jean Strandemo, ac t ing  f o r  and 
.- . - _  

on behalf of Pembina Band of Chippewa Indians; and attorneys Clarence G. 

Lindquist, J ay  H. Hoag, Edward L. Gruber and Rodney J. Edwards, duly 
. . 

approved by the Dzputy Sol ic i tor  of t h e  Departme~t of the  I n t e r i o r  on 

Hay 16, 1961, for  a term of ten years from October 19, 1959. . 

4. A l l  contracts above described provide f o r  the payment of 

a t torneyse-  fees i n  an amount not  exceeding ten per centum of the  sum 

of sums recovered o r  procured through t h e  attorneys e f f o r t s  f o r  s a i d  

1ndians , but. wholly cont ikg'ent upon recovery, 

5.  Assignments of In teres ts  i n  ~ t t o r n e y s '  Contracts i n  Docket 18-A . 

( a )  An agreement dated November 18, 1949, and appr~ved  January 27, 

1950, by t h e  Assistant Corirmissioner of Indian ~ f f a i r s ,  executed by t h e  

persons -n&d below, provided for  assignments of i n t e r e s t s  i n  Contracts 
. . 

Nos. 42012 .and 42223, ident i f ied  above, and any renewals of those 

cont rac ts  : 
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G. Arthur Johnson Verne R. Edwards 
Rodney J. Edwards Ward Winton 
Herschel E.  Fryberger, Jr. E. L. Gruber 
Paul  L. r?dar;is Janes  J. Fezlozl 
H. J. Grannis Austin L. Lat-hers 
Jay  H. f.r_cag Clarence G. L.ir?r'auist 
Preston BoyZzn George E.  McCrach 
P a t r i c k  A. fjurke 

The body of t h e  agreexcent dated 'R'ove&er 18, 1943, l is ts  "Thomas L. 

S t .  Gernain Heirs" 2s one of the  p a r t i e s ,  but  Eone of such h e i r s  

( 5 )  By assigrr~ent dated A p r i l  18, 1950 and appio-ced J u l y  13, 1950 

by the Coxmissioner of InCian A f f a i r s ,  I ' iust ir ,  L. Lc~herr; ,  Jay H. Eoag 

and 42223 t o  Denis E$cGinn and Jaxes R. P i t z h a r r i s .  

(c) By assignment dated &y 22, 1361, duly a~proveZ by the 

au thor ized  off i c i 2 l s  cf the  Ecpart~ent cf the I n t e r i o r  a n .  l h x m b e r  22, 

1962,  t h e  s a i d  Austin t. Lathers,  Jay H. Hoag, Rodney J. E d m r d s  and 

Clarence  G. Lindquist ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  z t t o r n e y s  u n z e r  Cont rac t s  K c s .  

42012 arid 42223, a s  2:-:tended, assi.gned ro Harvir? 3 .  Soncs!:~, a i t o r n e y ,  

t e n  pe rcen t  sf the  fees allowed and p a i d  i n  Docket 18-8. 

(d) By assigm,ent  d z t e d  J u l y  12, 1954 and approved hy t h e  Deputy 
- 

C c m i s s i o n e r  of Indian A f f a i r s  en  June.5,  1958, Austin L. L a t h c r s ,  

. Jay H. Hoag and Clzrence G.. ILndqnist  ass igncd an i n t e r e s t  f n  C s n t r a c t s  

Kos. 42012 and 42223 to Vard Winton and Warren binton.  

(e)  A n  agreement approved with  refcrc~ce  to- Contracc KO. 42012 

on .August 31, 1955, and with re fe rence  t c  Contract  Ko. 42223 cri A p r i l  17 ,  

1956, executed by Aust in  L. Lathers ,  J a y  H. Hoag, Clarence  G I  Lindquist 
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and Henry C. Oakey, provided fbr  assignments of an i n t e r e s t  i n  

Contracts Nos. 42012 and 42223 and any renewals of those contracts  

t o  Henry C. Oakey. 

(f)  By assignment dated May 28, 1956, and approved June 30, 

1958 by the Deputy Cormnissioner of Indian Affairs,  Preston Boyden and . . 
. .  . . . . .  . . .. & .  

Georgs E. McGrath assigned par t  of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  Contracts Nos. 
. . . . . . - -  . 

42012 and 42223.to Denis ~ c ~ i i n  and ~ames R. ~ i t z h a r r ~ s .  
, . . . 

6. The following attorneys named on the four contracts iden t i f i ed  

above and those having an assigned i n t e r e s t  there in  a r e  deceased: 

(a) Henry J, Grannis, named as  attorney i n  Contract No, 42223, 

died t e s t a t e  June 24, 1956, a resident of St. Louis County, Minnesota. 
- . .  . . . . 

. . 
By the f i n a l  decree entered i n  the Probate Court of  St. Louis County, 

. -. . - .  . . 
Minnesota, h i s  in te res t  i n  the fees i n  ~ocke t .  18-A passed t o  Margaret 

. . . .  . . .  . . . . . _ .  . 

Grannis Gaylord, Lawrence C. Grannis and Frank H, Grannts. 
. . . .  . 

(b) Edward L, Gruber (E. L. Gruber) named a s  attorney i n  Contract - 
. - . . 

.No. 909, died t e s t a t e  September 11, 1960, a resident  of St. Louis County, 
. - ._ . .  - .  . .  . 

Minnesota, Mabel- L. Grdber i s  the duly appointed qilaliffed and ac t ing  
. . . .. . . .. . 

executr ix by the Probate Court of St .  Louis County, M.hnesota. . - 
. . .  . . 

(c) Clarence G. Lindquist, named a s  attorney i n  a l l  four contracts  
. - . . 

, i den t i f i ed  above, died t e s t a t e  on- April 11, 1964, a resident of  St .  
. . - .  . . . . - . . -. 

. Louis County,.Minnesota. A, Blake MacDonald was appointed the executor 
. . -  . - 

by the  Probate Court of St. Louis County, Minnesota, and i s  now the  
. . . .  - - . . .. 

duiy appointed and acting executor 

(d) Verne R. Edwards, one of 

November 18, 1949, died t e s ta te ,  .a 

. . .  
of sa id  estate .  

the par t ies  t o  the agreement of  

resident of Douglas County, Wisconsin. 



Ro6ney J. ~ d & r d s  i s  the duly appbinted qua l i f i ed  and ac t ing  executor 

of decedent's e s t a t e  by the  County Court of Douglas County, Wisconsin. 

(e) D a i s  NcGinn, named i n  the assignment of Apr i l  18, 1950 and 

the  assigtmcnt of May 28, 1956, died t e s t a t e ,  a r e s iden t  of Escanata, 

Michigan. Catherine NcGinn is the duly appointed, qua l i f i ed  and ac t ing  

executr ix  of decedent's e s t a t e  by the  Probate Court of Delfza County, 

Hichigarr . 
7. Attorneys' coz t rac t  i n  D ~ c k e t  Ro. 113 

r.- I n2  i n t t i a l  contract  entered i n t o  on behalf of t h e  T u r t l e  Mountain 

S a d  of ChFp2ewz InZians of Xorth Dakota was Contrect No. 42198 dated 

Pky 25, 1949, between ce r t a in  ~ a m d  m e d x r s  of the T u r t l e  Nountain 

A 6 ~ i s o r y  C c d t t e e  of t he  Turt le  Moueain Eand of Chippewa Lrrdians of 
-- _, 

1 
-JC Eorkh Dakata, act ing fo r  and on behalf of the Tur t l e  Koun'iain Band of 

Ch ippe~a  k d i a n s  i n  North Dzkota, 2nd zt toraeys John A, Srormon, 3. 

Hmard S tom.m, Francis M, Goodwin and Ernest L. Wilkins on, approved 

OC~&EI: 18, I949 by the Assistant C o d s s i o n e r  of Indian Affz i rs  f o r  a 

period of tea years froro.Octo5er 18, 1949. The coc t rac t  provides f o r  

the  paym2n: of fees not exceeding t en  percent of the  mouot  recovered, 

Ch June 25, 1958, t5e sa id  Ernest L. Wilkinson assigned h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  

a foresa id  cont rac t  t o  the law firm of Wilkinson, 'Crzgun a d  Barker and 

s a i d  a s s i g m s a t  wzs approved by the Assis tant  Comissioner of Indian 

A f f a i r s  on October 30, 1958. The foregoing contract  r e l a t ionsh ip  was 

c o a t h u e d  by an aecded  coxtract signed under da te  of J u l y  6 and 9, 1959, 

beZwen t h e  Txr t le  Mountain Band of Chippzwa.Ir?dians of North Dakota and 
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John A. Storinon, J. Howard Stormon, Francis M. Goodwin and the  law 

firm of Wilkinson, Cragun and Barker, approved by t h e  Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs  on August 14, 1959 f o r  a period of t e n  years from 

August 14, 1959. 

The sa id  Francis M. Goodwin died Mzy 20, 1962, a resident  of the  
.. . 

D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, and the Connnission has been advised by other  
. . 

counsel i n  Docket No. 113 t h a t  Margaret Goodwin Williams i s  the  duly 

appointed and actFng executrix of the  e s t a t e  of Francis M. Goodwin, 

deceased. 

8. Attorneys' Contract i n  Docket No. 191 

The contract  entered i n t o  on behalf of the L i t t l e  Shel l  Band of 
- _  - 

Chippewa Icdians is  Contract No. 371 dated February 18, 1956, between 
. . . , 

Joseph R. Dussorne, President, Elizabeth Swan, Acting Secretary, and 
- - 

District Representatives, acting f o r  and on behalf of the L i t t l e  She l l  
* - .  

Band of  the  Tur t le  Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians, now residing i n  

t h e  S t a t e  of Montana, and attorney Lawrence C. M i l l s ,  approved by t h e  . - 
. . . , 

Acting C o ~ i s s i o n e r  of Indian Affairs  on November 15, 1956, f o r  a 
- - .  - - . - -. - 

period of t e n  years frbm February 18, 1956. The cont rac t  provides f o r  

t h e  payment of fees of ten per centum of any and a l l  sums recovered 

f o r  s a i d  Indians. 

9 ,  The Tr iba l  Council of the  Red Lake Band of Chippewa.Indians 
. - . . 4  . . . - 

a t  a regular  meeting held February LI, 1964, by resolu t ion  unanimously 
. . . . ... . .  

adopted, approved the allowance of an attorneys'  f ee  of ten  percent of 
. .. 

t h e  award made fo r  the benefit  of t h a t  b a ~ d .  
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10, I n  view of the  services  rendered by the a t to rneys  i n  t h e  

subjec t  cases, t h e  l m g  p ~ r i o d  s a i d  cases have been i n  l i t i g a t i o n ,  

t h e  r e s u l t s  obteined and i n  accordance with standards ob ta in ing  f o r  

prosecuting s i x i l a r  claims i n  courts  of law, t he  Comission f i n d s  

t h a t  the s a i d  a t torneys a r e  e a t i t l e d  t o  receive the  f u l l  t e n  percent  

of  the avai-ds a s  provided i n  Section 15 of the Indian Claims Comiss ion  

A c t  acd t i e i r  raspect ive a t torneys ' contrzcts.  

Th.3 C 3 1 n t ~ s i . m  f inds  that the  sm of $179,776.17 being t e n  

perceilt of t he  a ~ a r d  made "on behzlf of and fo r  the bezlefit of t h e  

Red Lske Ezrid'I bs awarded as at torneys '  fees t o  the fo l lov ing:  

h s t 2 r r  T;. k t h e r s ;  Jay H. Eoag; Xars7in 3. Sonosky; G. P-rthur 
.S&nson; Rodcey J. Edwards; W r d  Wi~ton;  Varren Flinton; 
-1 haz-schel E. Fryberger, Jr,; Paul L. Adzis; J B ~ S  J. Fenfon; 
3i?sZon Boyden; Gsorge E, EcGrath; Patr ick A .  Barkc; -. ZF.S~?O,S R. ~ ~ t z h a r r i s ;  Henry C, .Oakey; A. Elzke @cDo3ald, 
csecctor of the e s t a t e  of Clarencc G. LFndquist, deceased; 
F-drrczy J* Edwards, executor of t he  e s t a t e  of Verne R, 
Z&<ards, &ceased; Nabel L. Gruber, e s z c u t r k  of t h z  
s 2 a k e  of Zcha-d L. Grrzbor, deceased; Kergaret Grannis 
Geylxd., ~ : . ;~STLCC C. Gramis  a d  F r a ~ k  H. Graf=2is, l e g a t e e s  
a& dsvLsees of the e s t a t e  of Henry J, Gran~lis (H. J. Grannis),  
Bac~sseS,  and C a t h ~ r i n e  M c G i z n ,  esecutr ix  of t he  e s t a t e  of 
Denis HcGinn, deceased. 

22, The Comission f inds  t h a t  t he  sum of $23,712,78, be ing - t en  

percea t  o f  the a m r d  made "on behalf of 2nd for  t h s  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  

Pembi~a  Eaad" be marcled as 'at torneys'  fees  t o  the  following: 
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Austin L. Lathers; Jay H. Hoag; Marvin J. Sonosky; G. Arthur 
Johnson; Rodney 3 .  Edwards; Ward Wfnton; Warren Winton; 
Herschel 3. Fryberger, Jr.; Paul  L. Adams; James J. Fenlon; 
Preston Boyden; George E. McGrath; Pa t r i ck  A. Burke; 
James R. F i t zha r r i s ;  Henry C. Oakey; A. Blake MacDonald, 
executor of the  e s t a t e  of Clarence G. Lindquist ,  deceased; 
Rodney J. Edwards, executor of t h e  e s t a t e  of Verne R. 
Edwards, deceased; Mabel L. Gruber, executr ix  of t h e  
e s t a t e  of Edward L. Gruber, deceased; Margaret Grannis 
Gaylord, Lawrence C. Grannis and Frank H. Grannis, l ega t ees  
and devisees  of t h e  e s t a t e  of Henry J. Grannis (K. J.  Grannis),  
deceased, and Catherine McGinn, executr ix  of t h e  e s t a t e  of 
Denis McGinn, deceased; John A. Stormon, J. Howaid Stormon, 
t h e  l a w  firm of Wilkinson, Cragun and Barker, Margaret Goodwin 
Williams, executr ix  of the  e s t a t e  of Francis M. Goodwin, 
deceased, and Lawrence C. Mills. 

Arthur V. Watkins 
Chief Commissioner 

k%. M. Eol t  
Associate Commissioner 

T. Harold Sco t t  
Associate Commissioner 




