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Upon Findings of Fact and Opinion t h i s  day f i l e d  here in  end which 
a r e  hereby w d e  a pa r t  of t h i s  order.; the  CorinisSion concludes a s  a 
mat ter  of law tha t :  

I. The pe t i t i one r s  here in  have the  r i g h t  t o  bring and maintain en 
ac t ion  f o r  and i n  behalf of the  members and descendants of t h e  Kickapoo 
and Wea Tribes a s  const i tuted a t  t he  time of the  cessions of t h e  lcnds 
involved herein. 

2. The Treaty of August 3,  1795, recognized t i t l e ' i n  t h e  Wea and 
Kickapoo Tribes t o  such lands a s  they ezch possessed within the  general  
boundary l i n e s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  s a id  1795 t r ea ty .  The Treaty of September 
30, 1809, agreed t o  by the  KickaFoo Tribc on Decenlber 9 ,  1809, and by 
the Wea Tribe on October 26, 1809, i d e n t i f i e s  an a rea  of land (Royce 
Area 73) i n  which posscssory r i g h t s  of sa id  Kickapoo and Wea Tribes  are 
confirmed, and the  1809 Treety with t he  Kickepoo Tribe cedes Royce A r e a  
74, which was agreed t o  by the  Wea Tribe by the Trecty of October 2 ,  1818, 
thus  ident i fying an are2 of land i n  which said  'possessory r i g h t s  a r e  a l s o  
con£ inned. 

3. The t r a c t s  of land involved here in  a r e  located i n  western Ind ian2  
and eas t e rn  I l l i n o i s ,  which eseas ere re fe r red  t o  as  Royce Arecs 73 and 
74  and which are describ=d a s  follows: 

Royce Area 7 3  : 
The lands on the  n~r ' ih-west s ide  of the  Kabssh, from 
the  Vincennzs t r a c t  t o  a northxsrdly extension of t h e  
l i n e  running from the m u t h  of the aforeszdcl Raccoon 
creek, and f i f t e e n  miles i n  width froia the  Vzbash . . . 



Royce Area 74: . . . a l l  t h a t  t r a c t  of land which l i e s  b e h e e n  t h e  
t r a c t  above ceded, t h e  Wabash, the  Vermill ion River ,  
and a l i n e  t o  be drawn from the  nor th  corner of t h e  
sa id  ceded t r a c t ,  so  a s  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  Vermill ion 
River a t  the  d i s t ance  of twenty miles i n  a d i r e c t  
l i n e  from i t s  mouth. 

4. It is our conclusion t h a t  t h e  Kickapoo and Wea t r i b e s  had recog- 
nized t i t l e  t o  those lands i n  Royce Areas 7 3  and 74 which each t r i b e  

possessed b y x i r t u e  of t h e  r i g h t  of exclus ive  permanent occupancy granted 
each t r i b e  by the  t r e a t y  of 1795. 

THE COMMISSION THEREFORE ORDERS t h a t  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  s h a l l  now o f f e r  
proof of t h e i r  respect ive  i n t e r e s t s  a s  t o  those lands wi th in  Rcyce Areas 
73 and 74 which each t r i b e  possessed by v i r t u e  of t h e  r i g h t  of exc lus ive  
permanent occupancy conferred by the  Treaty of 1795. 

Dated a t  Washington, D. C . ,  t h i s  - 2nd day of March, 19G2. 
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