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BEFORE THE INDIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION

THE UINTaH UTE INDIANS OF UTAH,

Plaintiffs,

)
)
)
) .
v. ) _ Dockets No. LL and L5
)
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )

)

J

Defendant.

CRDER ALLOJING FEES TO ATTORNEY FOR THE UINTAH
UTE INDIANS OF UTAH IN DOCKETS NO. i4ly AND L5

Upon consideration of the petition for an allowance. of attorney!s
fee in Dockets No. Ll and L5, filed herein on November 3, 1960, ‘and - -
the defendant having had a ccpy of said petition served upon it,- and
no objection thereto was enitered; and after a hearing held before said-
'Commission on December 6, 1960, at which the petitioner and the
defendant were represented by counsel; and the Commission having
received evidence both oral and written, and the Commssion having
considered the entire record in said docket numbers, inciuding said
contracts of employment of said attorney,. the Commission makes these
additional findings of fact:

., 1. That the attorney?s services were rendered for- the Uintah Ute
Indians of Utah in said docket numbers pursﬁant to two ccntracts
between said tribe and the petitiocner, Ernest L. Wilkinson, that the .
contract under which the ssrfices were performed for said tribe of
Indians in Docket No. Ll was cated Mzy l2,'l9h§; that the contract for’

services rendered in connection wita Docket No. 45 was dated May 12,
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9493 thai said coniracis were exiended at verious itimess covering the

1

z Mzy 12, 1919, and extending beyond June 13, 196C;
the date when a final deierminztion was mzde and entered in the said
Docket numbers in favor of the said trite, the Uintah Ute Indians of
Utah. That said contracts and the extensions thereof were -duly approved
by the Secretary of the Interior.as required by law, and were in full
force and effect during all of said time.

2. That said contract covering the attorney'’s employment in

Docket, No. L provided that the compeisation of the Sttommey is to be
wholly contingent upon a récovery. for the tribe and that said compensztions
shall not exceed 10 per. cent and shail not be less than 7 per. cent of any
and all .sums recovered for said Indiens;-that said contract covering ..
attorney’ s.employment- in Docket No. L5 provided.that’ the compensation: :
of the attorney is wholly contingent upon a recovery and that. said .. -~
compensation shall not exceed 10 percenti of any and-all. sums.recovered:
for said.Indians.: - : ..~ - .o - : S s e A

‘3.. That pursuan‘t‘.nto.‘t.he.ai‘cresaid contracts of employment,:as .
extended, : the attormey prepared and filed on behalf of -said. Uintzh:Ute:
Indians of Utzh the claims of said Indian Tribe’ which were assigned’ by
the Commission Docket :Numbers Lk and LS. —fo oo s oo -0 00 L

hos THat_-the petitions inr the two cases-were, by agreemsnt of thei
parties.; and approved:- by, the:Commission, consolidated for trial; and-trial
was held thereon: on the guestions of tiile and Iiability.::Separate
Findings,:Opinions and Interlocutory Orders-were entered im-each of said

docket numbers,: - . L0t D roa e ann, S Ui TouioE
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5. That in Docket No. Lk the issves of title and liebility wers

found in favor of ihe petitioner, and the Findings and Opinion in szid
docket nuriber favoring szid petitioners were made and entered on the
2lst day of February, 1957; and that with respect to lands involved in
said docket number the time of the taking of said lands was not fixed,
but the Commission found that the defendant is liable to petitioners
for the value of all the lands within the boundaries of the area fixed
in Einding No. 3 wnich plaintiffs may hereafter prove were disposed of
and acquired by the defendant. ,

It>was also ordered that a time thereafter would be set for hearing

of such proof of either pariy which touches on the deprivation of

petitioners_of the lands ip said zrea and on varigus cifsets.

I@ was also.provided that hearings as to ihe value of such land
shall nbt be had until there shall be a determination of the lands
which the plaintiffs:were deprived of and the time of such depriva@ions.
No hearings héve been held for the purpose of taking evidence on when
such lands were disposed of or were acquired by the defendant: This
was left to.a further hearing, or z series éf hearings.

Valuation of said lands finally found to be taken would be decided
in a subsequent hearing. .Later a stipulaticn that the overall acreage
described in Firding No.-B was 6,369,280 acres was entered into between
plaintiffs and defendan®t and filed herein.

6. In Docket No. L5 the Commission found that the piaintiff sheul
recover from the defendant the value of a half interest of the Iands of

the said reservation described in said petition and said Findings, as of
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August 15, 1882, less such offsets, countercleims, an¢ other demands eas
are allowable under the Indizn C s Commission Act. No hearings

for the purpose of valuing the lands taken in Docket No. L5 have ever

been héld.
7; That on Mz 2y 23, 1960, the parties mvolved in the above coc:ceu

numbers filed Wluh T,he Tndian Claims ComZT’I.SS" on a motion fo‘ entry of

Final judgment ‘based upon 2 sa.n.lle.tlon for entry of fi nal guagme :- in

the above entitled dockets. The s'rliﬁulaiion was executed by L"‘nest L.
Wilkinson, Contract attorney and Attorney of Record i‘o*‘ pet i' onéi' 3
Perry W. Morion; Assistant Attorney Gen e"al “and Kelth Browne s attorney

w ..

for the defehdant.

8. The said s‘blp,llatlon, ‘and the compromise settlement wmch it

involved, with feénect ‘t.,o’-th'e':‘twb"doc cet r*umbe*‘s was anproved by the said
tribe of Indlans, and heanngs on the motion 'bo have f:.*zal 3udgmen*

entered in accordance w1tn sa:.d sti DL.Lc.'GlO”I were he.Ld befo*‘e uhe Inular ’

Claims Commissions 3 and F:anmgs of Fav s Oaénlon, a"ld Flna..L Deterrnnatlon

in accordance with said stlpulatlon were cnu.v mde and entered by sa1d
Commission on the 18%h day of Jzz*;é:, 1960, e

9. 'That said final aeue'ﬂmmauon D’"ougad 'c.hat 'the U:Lngah Band oi‘
Ute Indians should recovexr Y'on tna dei‘emant the sum of $? 700 OOO in said

Docket Numbers Ll and LS. " This sum was in I‘.lll settlemem, o“ all the

matters covered by said stipulation. T 12t the sum o*‘ $7 700 OOO was

appropriated by the Congress in f£ull settlement of the claims sei ‘orth

in Dockets L and’ L5; thau sum is now ‘deposited in T,he Treasury of the
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ils Trot arar cvmny 3 EPES o 2 RS . .
1%, That even . “ugh the defsndant did not formally oppose the

granting of szid peitition it did file with the Commission the views
of the Department of the Interior and the Bureau of Indian Affairs with
respect o fhe subject matiter of the petition; thet thess views were

fuzly set forth in the answer of defendant herein, and they have besn

fuliy considered by the Commission along wiin the rest of the rscord

herein in the making of findings and an awerd of an atitorney fee for
services rendered in szid docket numbers.
1. That oiher aitorneys were associated in the szid Docket

numbers with Ernmest L. Wilkinson as authorized in said contracts of

out: of any fee or fees awarded him in the prosecution of said claims.
12.. Having considered the entire record of these claims and
the circumstances surrounding them from the beginning, ihe Cormission

now finds that a reasonable and proper attorney fee to be awarded said

&)

rnest L. Wilkinson is 91 percent of the $7,700,000, or the sum of
$731,500.00 for his services as an attorney in said Docket numbers and
pursuanit to said coniracis of employment.

IT IS THEREFCRE QRDERED AND ADJUDGED, that Ernest L. Wilkinson

is hereby awarded and allowed the sum of $731,500.0C which sum shall

be in full compensation for legal services rendered the Uiniah Ute



Indians of Utah in the prosascution of

o

fn

L5, and that szid sum shall be pa

m

the Congress nas made o satisfy the
made by this Commission ‘on the 13th &

' Dated at Washington, D. C., this

Y4
4]
4

id out of the appropriat

-~

iith day of Janvery, 1961,

award o szid Indian txi

Wm. M. Holg

‘Aesscciate Commissionsr

T. Harsld Sczott

Associate Commissioner





