
Since the Coiziission 5y i t s  dec5si.cn and f i w E n g  of I4arch 3, 1956, 

rejected the Caddo claim t o  t ha t  portion of Royce Cession 202 zbove the 

Sulphur River in Arkansas, phintlffs have sough$ repeatecUy t o  havz the 

hrmis s ion  reverse i t s  f inclbg i n  rsgarcl t> said land, Flaintiffsl co-u.-el 

i n  the heat of partisanship has l&elecl the f i n d k g  of thfs Cop-mission 

arbi t rary  and cap-ricioils, and it. is because of' tkis tha t  reference is her-? 





I/ Letter  of i.iarzh 27, 179C!> fxmi L m i s  De Blanc, C?c: Sp2nish Ccrmaidan% at. - 
Nachitccl;es t o  Governor l.iirt7 : 

2/ John - 

Rie Great Caddo tpibe of Irldlans famd i t s e l f  
obligzd tm yecrs ago t.9 change the lozation of i t s  
v i l l a g e  on accmnt of tha  cctntiri~al war being r~aged 
upon than by %he O s q e  t r ibeo Reir:, persecut.ed 
incessantl-y by t.heiLr enemies, these Ind izns  wers 
obliged lcst n m i h  t o  t&e rei3ge i n  the 15llage of 
t he  Little Caddt7 (P. 37, ?1, Zx. 78 ) . 

Caddques - Livs ab.-lu-t thirty-five miles vest --, .+ 
"-9- of t h e  m-En b r a c h  of Red River, on a bayxi o r  creek; r 

cazled by them, Scds, wEch is nairigable for p i r q i s s  
only, wLt.h-h & b a t  six m i L s  of t he i r  ~r'LIlzge, x-id t%a% 
only in t h e  rainy wzson. T ~ e y  are disf;ant. fram 
Natchitoches abmt. 120 miles, the mares5 r-c%-a-t.a by land, 
and ;h nearly a ncrt5west positicn, They hme lived 
where they now do, onLy f'lve years. 31e firs+, year t 1 - i ~ ~  
move3 t.he~e, the md.1 pox got ;~mngsi; ?:hem, aid destroyed 
nearly Gno h S f  of them; . . . . . T : ? q  f i.~;il~3fiy l ived  on %he 
south bank of  the r-ivtr, by the cease cf the rlver 375 K l z s  
higkr-  up . . . , , 'I-Znich had been the r e s i d m x  of t he i r  ancest.9r.s 
from tine keimr-i t i l  . . . . . (F. 721, Amzric.an Sta%e Fapers, 
Vol. IV), 







abollt one hundred sixty ;\c.res aid werz i.:,.:ated fcr- tke iriost p a r t  on the  sou+,h 

side of t h z  Bed Siver- witiLin C?:.;sion 232. I?: shcrcing I s  made as to how 

these post t r e a t y  ?rserr.pt,-',on ~ i I e s  a r a  rr~4erial  t.2 the q ~ e s t i c n  of es tabl ishing 

Caddo Indian t i t l e  t.2 2zy p:rf:~ri cf the ce&d area. 

O f  the rzmainl:,~ w.t;Lbi+,s, plz&qf;ffr r i u , r L r ~ l  'fizz,  lazed a grea t  deal  

of emphasis upm a coi , t i r ; .~i~g A r t  i c h  by DL. 3cx Str:S&nd appearing in 

the T4arch 19h3 and iIa;.ch 1941 edrt inr .~ cT ?22 C?i,--,nlr.lea cr" Ckkhoma. I n  

h i s  dcc-;mer,t,ed work D r .  S?rf:klafid t:;~'.s LY g r > ~ f  &%il C?e development 

and early ' n i s t , o ~ j  ci' I.liKk;.r C;;r,C,y, Arkizsas. b i t e  apart f m m  support.ing 

Caddr~ abor'lglnzl c l a i m  -,> tkaf p2r:l,-fi ci %pe Cessic'r~ 2 G  north af the 

Sul1;hr River, Dr, Strl cklar,i ts ?r?;tf 3e s p t l i g h t s  g l a r k g  ireahess  in 

a g r e 3  deal cf ~l=Pr, ' , i f f  5 f ~- rL-?? rc~  r i d  ~r zessed E-f den2.z. ar, St r i ck land  



on Caddo title to Royce Cessicn 202, ~ ~ l l ~ c t P r s > y  i.he syhibi ts do not4 q u a l i f y  

a s  newly d i s c o ~ m e d  evidence evm uxler a. m ~ s t  2iberaE interpretat ion of the 



8 I cd ,  C1. Corn. 35% 38'3 

governing rules ,  Such r e l e v s n c ~  as  it has vroald n 3 t  p r ~ d x c e  a dif  f e r & c t  

r e s d t  if t.he Canmission granted a rehearing t 9  a d c l t  s ~ c h  a s  nat. zirehdy 

- 
lin evidence, I n  f a c t  t h i s  Comnisslon thinks plain';iffsl f i C  1-96 gL-zes 

additional s u p p ~ r t  t o  t h ~  Comissionls pre- rhus  holding, Ore need orLy t o  

look agaln a t  the aforementioned article by Dr, S % r i ~ k l a n d  t o  find the 

f0rla~Jbg statement ~rl-iich sums up qui te  appropriately the ove ra l l  Csddc 

sihuation in 1815 within the Big Elend region of the  Red Rivzr n0rt.h of 

Sulphur Fork: 

But the land i t s e l f  >;as en t i r e ly  de-goid of white 
inhabitants and few if acy Indians resided i n  the area, 
The Caddos, wha since the time rrhen the  mmory of man 
ran not t o  the contrary had l ived along the banks of 
Red E v e r  above the Great Raft, had deserted t h e i r  
ancient h2bi tz t  t ~ o  decades before t o  escape the vengeance 
of t h e i r  inveterate  ensmles, the  Osages, who ( i n  1795) had 
massacred t h s  greater  p a r t  of the inhabi tants  of the  v i l l a g e s  
on Lmg Pra i r ie ,  Consequently with the r e rno t~ l  of t h e i r  
customers t h e  Frerich t r ade r s  fron Natcl-Ltoches ceased to 
visit the land f o r  the purpose of bar te r ,  Tnas the  f e r t i k  
val ley of the  Red was l e f t  ope;? f o r  the coming of the American 
frontiersmen bent  upsn finding m i t a b l e  hrmtir~g and trapping 
grounds and farm lands, 12/ - 

SL/ Rule s503.33. Mstioris f o r  rehearing 2nd f o r  amendmerit of - 
findings , , , , . 
be A motion f o r  hearing s h a l l  be founded upon one o r  mare of the  
follob&ng grounds: a . . , . and third ,  nexly discovered evidence . a 

(3)  A motion by e i t h e r  p l a in t i f f  o r  defendant upon ne:?ly discmered. 
evidence s h a l l  nr>t be entertained unless it appears there in  t h t  t h e  
newly discovered evidence came t o  the  howledge of s ~ c h  par ty ,  its 
attorneys of record, o r  coxnsel a f t e r  hearing and befcra t he  motion 
was macie; t h a t  it was no t  f o r  w m t  of  due dil igence t.hzt it d i 4  nGt 
sooner come t o  i t s  knmledge; t h a t  it is so material  t h z t  i f  ~ 3 2 . 3  
probably produce a d i f f e r en t  detemha-l ion if the  r e h ~ a ~ n g  were 
granted; and t.hat i t  i s  not cunulatlve . ( 2 1  Fed. Reg, e484) 



8 1x5, 61, C : x ,  3 5  3-32 

(-q-3 47;: c;; :--'-LV; --- - --- 
C.z !.:zrcii G:, 2.9561~ the Coj?i..lis sj.o;l de t,eLrlr.in.c;.d tiia t, ~5 ~f the ef'i'r,:-t.ive 

datn, of t?is 1635 C~ddo Trez,t.y, t h e  pla in- t i f f s  hcri,-ii;, the Cjddo ' I S ~ ~ G  01" 

Ol:lahorra, 7.Fere Cne aSo:.1sinxl oi.n;ers of a specif ic  t r a c t  o f  land wit.hin 

Royce Cess2on 202. The arc2  a~;a~-decl t.o the p l? in t . i f f  'srFbe is s i t ~ d t e j .  

e a s t  of  the Zed River i n  Caddo Par-i.sh, Louisiana, and cxt.c.r,ds 2s f2.r x r t h  

a s  the  Sulphur Iiiver in Arl;ansas, A more accaratz d e s c r i ~ t i o r !  ' I s  s c t  cut  

>in tke  Cclimissionts Findj-ng 1 2  as amended by thz Com-ilissisc's order  cf 

January- 2, 1957, For the  sake of comenience we  s h a l l  have occasion i n  

the  course of t h i s  o p i n i o ~  t o  r e f e r  t o  t he  area i.n question a s  e t t h e r  the  

suSject  lan-J,s, Caddo lan.J.s, o r  Csddo t r a c t  a s  the case ~ 3 . y  be. 

The isLsue t o  be resolved a t  this s t a t e  i s  t h e  acreage and the faSr  

m2rket v a h ?  of t h e  Caddo lands a s  of the  e f f e c t h e  date of the  1835 

Caddo Treaty.  We f i nd  t h f s  da te  t o  be J amary  26, 1636, t he  day Congreza 

r a t i f i e d  the t r e a t y  prot is ions .  We s h a l l  then detemfme whet he^ t he  

$80,000 paid f o r  t h e  Caddo lands under t h e  t e r m  of t he  1835 tre&ty is i n  

f a c t  a n  meonscionable cons idera t tm within the  neaning of the  Irtdian 

Claims C o m i s  s ion Act. 

Both s i d e s  have introduced evidence a s  t o  v a h e  and h&-re b r l e r sd  Ui.5 

question, ?!evertheless, they a r e  poles apa r t  on t h e i r  u1t.imt.e e v ~ h a t l o r ~ s  

of  the  ea t i r e  t r a c t ,  The p l a i n t i f f s  contend t h a t  a s  of 1835 tihe s&je,r:< L x d s  

had an e s t L w t e d  f a i r  ma.rket value of $1,476,357.00 r.71-1il.c t 3 e  def ezdar,? ?z,r2; 

t h a t  $207,5~O000 i s  a nore accurate f i g w e ,  I n  lLke ~ a ~ x i c r  bath sFdes 

disagree  as t o  t h e  t 3 t a l  acraage involved, al thou& tk i r  dif fersf i res  are 

r e l a t i v s l y  s l i g h t ,  



The C?-7do fr;,ct is 2 s iz?~: l~ :  pfc;e 3: I-i;? cf s If . t t lc  in e:rcess of 

six hundred thousand acres, me Comlssiofi f i r& that t h e  dcfcndantls 

ac-reage ccmputations, which 21.e derlvsd frm tY~e tormhlip surveys ir, 

Caddo Parish, Louisiana, and in 1:iller County, Lrkanras, are the rmre 

accurate. The Cornmission therefore f inds  that the Caddc t r a c t  c o n t a i n s  

636,321 acres of both land and watered arezs,  Frsm ?his gross avsragc 

it is necessary t o  subtract the t.r.73 tr;ic.t.s reszr-red undzr the 1835 t r e a t y  

for the benefit  of Francois Gra~pe and b r k i n  E&~;rds, ain~unting t o  

18,353,6 ( ~ d g .  16). This leaves a net zcrezge af 617,96?,4 t o  be valued 

as of t h e  effective date of the  1835 C a d d ~  treaty. 

For the most pa r t  the etidcnce shows a gonex-a1 t;pographical con- 

t i m i t y  spread out cver the er,+:ire tmc-+, , Wzny lakes, bapus ,  r ivers ,  

and streams lace the area, and all eser.tuXly f ind their. way to"the Red 

fiver* This l a t t e r  r ive r  i s  a mzandering and slov mc:.ing body of water 

A h a t  flows i n  a general north and so2t.h direct-idn, and forms the  eastern 

boundary of the Caddo t r ac t ,  It affords Ync; p i x x i p a l  means of drainage 

=d the main ar tery of wat.er t rave l  i n  this regkn.  Tiie average elevat ion 

above sea l eve l  within Caddo Parish i s  180-feet, while in t h a t  pa r t  of 
.7 = 

lEiller Co-mty, 2out.h of ths Sulphur =.zer;, the e>e-ratior. xaries between 

200 and 370 feet., 



upkrld s o F l  i s  m s t l y  c f  2 sr?nC;y 21h\-i21 dc?2:Lt, 

Climaticatll:; t h i s  e n t i r e  area azper ienccs  c w l  \:inters and rcla?i-vely 

r- warm surmers with the g r o ~ i n g  season averaging about 25IL days,  ! r ~ e  55x5-t 

k i l l i n g  f r o s t  may begir, aroun:! -Lie second uee!: i n  IJovember, and c c ~ l d  

be f e l t  as l a t e  as  t h e  firci wee!{ i n  1:arch. Anmal r a i d a l l  zverages 

j u s t  over 45 ir~ches, but i s  h e a y  enough a t  times t.0 cmse  perictdic iri- 

undation i n  the bottom sections par t icu lar ly  r- hen t-11s Eicd Riser  z ~ d  its 

t r ibu tar ies  would overflov. There pias no levee prcteetian f o r  the low- 

lands within t.he Caddo t r a c t  u n t i l  many years a l t e r  the 1835 t rea ty .  

Because of the numerous bayous, lakes, and smzll st.reams, water 

t r ave l  predominatsd. Overland t r a i l s  were f w  and f a r  bet?ieen, t he  

locat ion of Indian vi l lage s i t e s  on r i v e r  banks and lake shores demns?.ra'ics 

the Indian's reliance on the canoe a s  the principal mans of  transpmtat-ioa. 

a I n  the years ju s t  p r io r  t o  the Caddo cession the Red E v e r  was l a r g e l y  

obstructed by the :Great Raft," a r a r e  phenomna r~hicfi gres irAtc, m e  of the 

l a rges t  natural  log jams t o  be found in arq river. Navigation tc t t z  x p p 5 ~  

regions of the Red River was accomplished by circumventing t.he Raft  thr<.ugIi 

the connecting bayous, streams and lakes. Besides being a navigat.isr:al 

obstrclction the Raf t  impaired d rahage  throughout the  en t i r e  area, Hezvy 

rainfall caused a backing up and diverting of huge quan-Xties c f  water -h% 

the t r ibu ta r i e s  and connecting waters of the Red River. Periodic 'f:xdir_g 

of the lowlands %as the r e s u l t  of the r ive r  being unable t o  mcvs off  ?he 

water i n  any sizeable, volume. I t s  f r a g i l e  banks $iould t5en give xay ?zuakg 

to grow a s  log was piled LI;D against  log. 



X t  tha t  t ims  the foot.  Gf t h e  r a f t  x z s  lcz~t sd nsar tk? mwth of Leggy 

h i s  first y e z r  Shreve cleared 71 miles of t h e  r iver  2:iding up j u s t  

oppo5it.e the  s i t e  of Caddo Agency, It, tcnk hb. kn ;,&2itiol;l f i v e  years 

clearing the Red Ri.i$r, i t s  sucsess w s s  on ly  temprzry and soon t k e ~ e -  

a f t e r  t h e  P a f t  begar, to r e - f u ~ n ,  It. wzs not. :mt.il 1878 that.  the U o  S. 

P.rmy Enzineers f i n a l l y  arres ted t h e  ca:;ses cf i t s  I-egxirth and l e f t  

open the Red River f ree  3f o b s t r ~ i t i m ,  

Henry Shr;ve r.ov2r theless envisioned the p3ss ib l l i t l e s  t h a t  lay 

i n  det7el@.ng the r ich a l l x i a l  l a d s  tha?, w a i l ?  b e  reslzimed upon f i n a l  

removal of the  Great bft. The c i t y  of Shre:.;qxrf, was t.o be no accident 

out. a carefilly ~ l a r i e d  city s i t u a t e d  cn m e  cf the ckriticest spots a lmg 

the e n t i r e  river.  In 1834, he wr~ts to the Comnissi:rler- of Indian 

Affairs t h a t  this l a ~ d ,  tiha fins-IIy reclaimed, t:ouIci contain about 

seventy tkousard acres arid ssll fisr a r ~  average ~ r l > e  of near $4*00 psr 

acre 



years bcfore tlie Caddo cession. '&e former Cuaparr 1n:ids i r ~  part.ic;??ar 

had becn su--eyed as ear ly  a s  1818 2nd the  job completed by 1823. 

P o p l a t i o n  figures f o r  Cacido parish ?:ere f i r s t  recorded in t h e  

18L0 U .  S. Census rei_.=ri, t:hich i s  three years a f t e r  the f o ~ ~ ~ d i n g  of 

Skreveport. X t  that t i n ?  the t o t a l  rjhite p o p l a t i o n  s t w d  at, 2,41!1 

while t he  s lave population was 2,637. T'ne t o t a l  p o p l a t i o n  of the 

whole s t a t e  of Louisiana i n  l E 4 O  was 352,000. 

A t  the  time of the Caddo cession, the  Ar1:ansas Terr i tory IJas 

sparsely s e t t l ed .  The t o t a l  population i n  1820 xas Sr.r.c-ly over lh,O00. 

I n  1830 i t  reached 30,000, and the 18LO. census f igures  shov a t o t a l  

population of 97,574. 

Since mineral developzeni; xas unknom a t  the time of t h e  Cadda 

cession, timber must be regarded a s  the  prime naturzl  reso-xce i n  the  

area. m e r e  was pine t b b e r  in the uplands and harcirmods along the 

bayous and l a l e s .  I n  the  wamp areas  there  could be found cypress, 

cottomroods, and ~r i l lows.  Tilber, however, vas n ~ t  a merchantable o r  

commercial i t e m  i n  the e a ~ l y  post  t r e a t y  years, it being ~ronomically 

inaccessible.  Transportation vas the chief problen. The grea t  Raft  

had pra .c t ica l ly  closed the Red 3 iver  above Shrever)ort. There were no 

ra i l roads  nor  inmediate prospects of any being b u i l t .  Overland t r a i l s  

were fe>r and f a r  between. The value of t i m b ~ r  thus dependzd f o r  the  

most p a r t  on the indivLdua1 reqrrirenents of the  homestsader. If needed 

f o r  fencing o r  constru.ction it %;as a blesslnz,  b71t iP f i c l c !~  hac! ta be 

cleared f o r  plant ing it xas a burden. Tne Con~r;iissFozi therefore v i e m  

the value of t h s  stsndlng timber on the Caddo t r a c t  &s d q c n d m t  on 



l i 1 2 ~ 5 d ~ a l  needs 222 of n pill-cl; l g : a l  ci;c,;nd, xi.' tic alicli it i s  j u s t  

on2 fac to r  t o  be c o n s i d e r 4  i n  t h e  cvera l l  v~2~l: i t im cf t.hc land .  

. . ,  
AS of the  det;  af valuation the ~rincipal a g - i  cvltnral a c t x n t l s s  

had bem carr ied  or. 5y the Caddo Iildiar,s. ??ley ::me good farmers and 

able t o  cul t ivz  t e  e;.rter,sivc f i c l d s  cf crops near  their -.-lllage sites. 

Corn, maize and pumpkins iJe1.e t .k  Ir idian st2ple.s. !&ite squa t te r s  

who lient upon t h e  Caddo lands  i n  the prc-treaty days vcr-e reported t.0 

have cul t ivated f i e l d s  of cotton besides rai:i-r?z ~ ~ ? g t - t a b l ~ s .  After 

t he  cession and i;hcn set-';lcrs had lairf'a'lly mwc-d iritc Yrie area, co%to> 

did become the  s h p l e ,  marl;etablc wop, 

Cotton rras grown uncler a '!one cr3p systcn'' wh;.-31-&7 t h e  land xa s  

u t i l i z e d  until exhausted and than nex f i e l d s  de~c loped ,  As late as 

1907 

- with  

i h a t  

t h i s  e a r l y  C i t i l  Var methed of c ~ t i ; . m  raizlrg,  rzs stll.1 i n  vogue, 

t h e  lands  being worked p r i n ~ l p z l l y  by ncgro t e n a t .  f a m e r s .  A t  

t ime a ~ ; p r ~ ~ t e l y  %go t h i r d s  of Caddo ~ a , - i s h  1.~9s s t i l l  uncleared 

land. 

Considering a l l  factors,  tb t ~ p c g r q M c e l ,  so i l ,  snd c l b - a t i c  

condittons, t he  transpor ta+,ion ~rabler i s  b5t.h by water and overiand and 

the inadequate means of f lood control,  t h e  Comiisslon 2s of the opinicn 

t h a t  as of the da te  1835, the highest  and best use. wkiizh co-iLl be made 

of the Caddo lands by a. hyijothetLsal py-:Y:isr3r f3r agri:ult-ural 

purposes incidenl, t o  subsistenc.e h-.rnsst?adkg. 

In placing an 1835 dsl'ars ar2 cents I-zlue on t l 3  C i k h  l zzds  the 

p l a i n t i f f s  have introchced s s e r ; l l  e;;L,iici ts mn;i; thg ctf abstracts of 

p u i i o r t e d  c~mparable  sa les  cf land irit.hb Cadci> pria?;, Lmis iana f ,  and 



f.Ii1lr-r Colxit,-, Xr>;an:ss, ynssc c:.slibits, rrliich are  sor:ic.::;-,at cluplirativi., 

represent some 400 selected t ransact ions  irl Caddo p ~ r i s 3  fran abr-lt 1836 

t o  1850, and son? 200 s c l ~ c t c d  2r iva te  t r a n s a c t i ~ n s  i.s;iti~in FIil ler  County, 

Arkansas, covering the period 1635 to  1862. There 21-c a l so  sonic 60 

transactions Zron 1635 to  l l h 3  in  neighSorin~ Lafayette Co;uit .y,  >xkarisas, 

and another exhibi t  l i s t i n g  over 300 pcblic land s?.les i n  Caddo par ish 

f o r  the  ten year period 1835-1845. A l l  of thesc pr inc ipa l  exhib l t s  have 

been discussed i n  d e t a i l  i n  our f ind-bgs.  Needless t c  say t h e  priymte 

transactions a s  l i s t e d  a r c  a rn~hturc of  dissFmilar t ransact ions  i r iwlvi r ig  

s a l e s  of improved and unimproved property, t o m  s i t e s ,  she r i f f  sa les ,  

s a l e s  which a l so  include persond-ty such a s  slaves,  c a t t l e ,  farm equip- 

nent, crops, etc, ,  and sa l e s  of preznption r igh ts ,  options and mort~;;iges, 

A l l  of them in some way f igure  i n t o  the  p l a i n t i f f s '  v a ~ i o u s  computations, 

calculations,  averages, and median f i ,wes  designed t o  ~~~~~~t %zh 

alleged average per acre prices  f o r  t h e  periods involved of $4.59; $6.83; 

$7.34 i n  Caddo parish, and such f i g a r e s  a s  $5&9; $7.31; $10a5G; i n  

H i l l e r  County a s  well  a s  the  ult imat2 proposed finding t h ~ t  t h e  1835 

f a i r  marke% value of t he  Caddo t r a c t  >:as $2.50 per a:re. 

P l a i n t i f f s  a l so  ca l led  two witnesses before the Commission en the  

cpestion of value, D r .  Garnie t l i l l iam EcGinty, an h i s to r i an  snd tezcher, 

and IJlr, 3. ??, hygg, a former e q l o y e e  of the United S ta t e s  Fores t  Sei~ic?. 

Dr.  McGinty t e s t i f i e d  a t  lcn@ t o  the  history and development of 

Caddo par i sh  and the c i t y  of Shreveport. Hoxever, the Coimission con- 

cluded t h a t  D r ,  kIcCinty was not qual i f ied t o  give an e q e r t  c p i n i m  on 

f a i r  market value of th3 Caddo ' ;?act. Besldes h i s  t z s t i n o ~ y  Dr .  



of evaluation. Tne Dmmish Tr-ibc of Ind ians  v, Tnc Uniicd States ,  7 a Ind. 

The liuckleshoot 'hibe v, 

Mr. or, the  other hand farcd than 

pwposes and t h a t  in h i s  o~Lnlon  it hzd a:. -2,835 fatr maz4cct value of $2.50 



. - 
e;;b~bit.s p r e l r i w s ? . y  ;;tnll;.:,ncd :hi& cor:.ain 'ihc 2t:: ; t ,r?c?s of tn? 1223 

t ransact isns  in Caddo Parish 223. 1; i l l r r  Comty. 

Dcf ecdarlt callcd I k ,  J, Burroxs Johnson, a quami e.3 appr-zism 

from l!e;~ Orleans, a2 i t s  c , ~ f - r L  15tncss on the mi-cle of t h e  Ccddo t r a c t ,  

YE. Johnsm alsa  sub.nittc.d a dctailcci d t t c n  repwt, I~ i r .  Johnsm 

adopted a narkct  da t a  appsxch and u t i l i zed  conlpxible lnnd szl-es of 

640 azres .or  nore 1dt.h-h t h e  vic.inity of t h e  Caddo t r a c t  f o r  the yaars 

1833 thmugh 1837. Only f ive  of the sa les  I i s t3d  tIurL1,a tKs period sre 

locat2d within the Caddo lx-~ds ,  According t o  I*, Johfison, 71  per cent 

of the sales izwolving 6h0 acres or  more ret-lilc-d a t  $ l , O G  pe.? acre o r  

less. As of the date of valuation he could f5.r.d no pemanect i r r p r a v t m ~ t s  

on &e l a d  nor tro-ald he give it a g  value 2s incom pra&:~ing prcp2~t.y. 

>Ire Johnson tias of the opinion t h a t  thc highest arid b s s t  usc of the lanZ 

would be f o r  coloniza t iun  purposes and tha t  the ' h p o t h c t i c a l  p u r d ~ a s  er 

could expect t o  dispose of the en t i r e  t r a c t  w%ir.Iiir? t~i'eri%y- yezrs, 

Besides considering the er1t2re t .ract as  a sip& sah,  MY, J"hs~1i 

l i s t e d  mmy factors  s x h  a s  access ib i l iQ9 poplc t ion ,  dmar.d 1'cr lar.ds, 

etc., wh5ch he teok k t 9  consi,dcratior, in rndcbg his. e~a 'Ls t ion ,  He t h r ?  

broke down the  areas in33 three c a t e g o ~ i c s  an2 -raked each as fotLs:-s: 

those lands not  subject t o  ovcr.flow, $0.40 per acre; t h s e  l z d s  ~ t i b j e ~ + ,  

to ovp,pflcw, $0,10 per asrz; and f inal ly  watzred. arcas, $9.05 per awe. 

It seems t o  the Camlission tha t  Nr, J o h s o ~ ' s  val~zt:ion f i g u z s  are 

on the c ~ ) n s e r v a t i ~ e  side. Certainly the impeail-Lng r m o x ~ d  cf t.he 

Great Raft; tit?& 31s not t ~ o  cllst.,mt -fu.tu-ze wc::1c! gexi-ate a m n c  

energetic use of the Re3 Ri-vcr and thus b r i n ~  Lore potzrit.ial s&.tlelaa 



and those ecmparable s ~ l e s  withir. a r~asznabie tine of the  effective 

date of t h e  treaty, +he Cc ;mS~ion  c:jfi;;ludes thit as of Janizaqy 26, 1836, 



~crefore s r e  c , ~ . i t , ] . c d  t..r, 2.1 a:-:;?rd of $>63,L75,55, less f ~ e  $83, 903 

heretofore paid, and l e s s  c.ny m c h  o f f se t s  which the .jeZcniiarit. m2y be 

e n t i t l e d  to,  

I concur: 

WI. M. HOLT 
Associate Comnissioner 

* Conmissioner IJaJc!riazs t c d :  yo nart 
in t h e  consideration 07. decision 
i n  this case. 




