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action, based. u ~ o r !  t k s e  s z i e  cessior:~, 2 re plezd i n  Docket 13-5 5-.I -- .- t k e  

the understei-ding tha t  all evidence irtroduceci i n  e i t h e r  ac t ion  ::odd sp- 

ply xith equal e f f ec t  i n  t'ne other. 

Tne p l a in t i f f s  i n  Docket 58 =e the Ottaxa and Chippexa I n d i m s  i n  

the S ta te  of f-%chigm, a l so  kno::~ a s  the  Ottaia and Chippexa Inclizns of 

Michigan, and ind iv idud  z e ~ b e r s  thersof. They sue on behalf of dl t h e  

Ottzia a d  Chi?pevsa Indiens interested i n  the  claims herein presented. 

The defendant admits t h a t  t h e  zncsstors of thesz Indians on Ekrch. 2E, . 

1836, held origin21 Ind iv l  t i t l e  t o  a??roxi-,ately 12,044,934 acres  or" 

land within Area 205 as outl ined upon byte I s  Yzp 1 02 Hchigan,  Vol. 18, 

B.A.E., exclusive of p r i o ~  cessions, reser-gations, andbio t r a c t s  t h e r e i n  

which a re  hereinafter re fe r red  t o  as  Sub-areas rlU1l a d  "3". 

The p la in t i f f s  i n  Docket 18-73 a re  the Kevieenaw Bay Indian Comxnity 

and former Chippem Bands wi~ose -.lr.en;Sership nox c cnprise t h a t  Co~mmi ty ,  

and Charles ?iczrd and Edxard f<onpse, who are  nedoers of t h e  Comunity; 

the  Bay FAUS Indian Com:unity and indivifiual Chippexa , who a r e  menbers 

of it, and the Sault  Ste. > k i e  B a d  xhich comprises a p r t  of t h e  Bag 

~ : ; t  of the t r a c t s  here involved a ~ d  had no i n t e r e s t  i n  these lends. 

Accordingly the pet i t ion i n  Docket 18-3 2 : i I U  be disrisseci zs t o  the  



cuted the txo t r s z t i e s .  in~.rolved. 

' h e  i s s ~ e s  present ly  f o r  d e t e r z i ~ a t i o n  are whether the plzin'iif2s i n  

Docket 13-3 h a ~ e  any s tandirg before t h e  Cordssion, and whether origins 

t i t l e  h2s been established b;: any of the par t ies  p l a in t i f f  t o  Area 113, 

being t h e  St.  k r t i a  Islands i n  k k e  Huron, on the cession date of July 6, 

1820, a d  as t o  Sub-areas "U" and ttS1' on t h e i r  cessior, date of f k c h  23, 

1836. ?).e second i ssue  involves the fur t5er  question of whether ownership, 

i f  found, e ~ i s t e d  s o l e l y  by reason of xse and occupancy o r  hzd been recog- 

nized, vrhich recogni t ion defenda t  denies. Ve s h a l l  f i r s t  discuss the capac- 

i t y  m d  r i g h t  of the  p l a in t i f f s  i n  Docket 18-3 t o  maintain t h i s  action.  

1% appears t h a t  i n  the 18th centcry a n u ~ b e r  of sezarate,  autononous 

bznds o r  groups of Chippewa ar;d Ottawa Indians resided t i  t h i n  Area 205. Of 

the Alg,onquin l i n g x i s t i c  stock, they spoke different  but mutually i n t e l l i -  

g ible  languages. The two were i n t e m r r i e d ,  arid some b a d s  inclucied both 

Ottawa and Cfiippe~a Indians, By 1836 a l l  of these Indians were recognized 
* 

by the  United S ta tes  and by thesselves a s  forming a t r i b a l  unit known a s  

the Ottava and Chippewa Indian Hations i n  the  S ta te  of fCichig& (42 Ct C l s .  

240). The Eecger date  i s  indef ini te ,  but t h i s  t r i b e  appears a s  p l a i n t i f f  

i n  Docket 58. It r e l i e s  upon the b z n t  Bol l  of 1919 f o r  iden t i f ica t ion  

of i t s  membership and t h a t  r o l l ,  according t o  i t s  t i t l e ,  i s  1 M t e d  t o  

O i t z s i a  and Ctiipp:.ra Indians, or  t h e i r  descendants, ~ h o  were "on the  r o l l  

of t h e  Ottawa ad Chippewa Tribe of EZc:?i,~an i n  1270, md  l i v ing  on Xzrch 

4 ,  1907r1. The record does not disclose >inether t h i s  1g70 r o l l  included 

a l l  of t h e  Indians who nay have had an i z t e r e s t  i n  thetwo t r a c t s  of land 

here involved upon the  dates of t h e i r  csssion. or  all the successors of 


















