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tracts a b o r i g b z m j  h e l d  ?y pe t i t i one r s ,  &ich ve r?  l oca t ed  z i t h o u t  the 

b o u ~ c h r i e s  of t h e  Execctive Grder Reserra t ion ol' July 2, 1872, trere 

acquired Ly the U c F t e ?  S t z t e s  on Ju ly  2, 1872, wit>:out the p a p m t  of  c m -  

pcmat ion  t o  the res?ectilfn t r i b e s  and t h a t  t he  Cnited S t a t e s  i s  l i a b l e  

t o  pe t i t i one r s  f o r  the value of s a i d  lands  as of t h a t  date (4 Znd. CI. 

Ccmz. 151). 

The s ~ b j e c t  t r a c t s  acl;joi_ll t h e  executive order  r e se rmt io r  on t h e  

ea s t ,  sou%>- an6 :rest, The Colv i l l e  Tract  is a nzr rox  area of l a c !  $7- 

i?~ e a s t  o? t h s  Coknblz  ? i ~ ~ z r  f ~ m  just b d m :  Ze t t l e  F z l l s  ~ t h e  no r th  

t o  nes;. tke nr-xzr,t to-;;n 02 Eunters in Kle south. I t e  e ~ s t  boundxy  is 

th s~xr-it of t h e  Ciivide -2c-tween t he  Co>,nnbia m d  C o l - ~ S l e  r ivers ,  T'zis 

L bract co.r,5,-.ir:& 130,590 acres  o f  land,  Xort'n and e z s t  of t k c  c b l m a e  

area i s  1ocz';ed the L&es Tract  &ich Is bonnie4 cr, i ts nor th  by t h e  

Unitec'l %,~tcs-Czxdian bou~dar-y, 0.3 tke  west by tke  Colmbia  Eve r  ax? 

on tk east 57 t \e  eu,?mlt of the r idge  d i ~ i ~ g  t h e  ;izters'?.eds 09 the 

C o l r b i a  c ~ d  Pe.-ld C r e i l l e  ~ i ~ e r s .  The acreage of Lye L&es Tract has bee- 
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379,665 acres  is loca ted  ve s t  of the C k n o g a ~  B i w r  and n o r t h e s t  of 

the  C o l u ~ b i a  with the  $Zethoi-r River f l o ~ i n g  tbmug:? it i~ about i t s  ceriter 

a s  f a r  north as  t he  tot= of Ticisp. The southern Clcaogan a re2  is  loczted 

in the  present Douglas Comty vh i l e  the  northern Okanogan T rac t  and t h e  

Metho77 Tract  a r e  contained in t he  p r e s e ~ t  Ckamgan County. 

The svbject  t r a c t s  a r e  located in t ~ o  geographical d iv i s i ons  of t h e  

S t a t e  of !;lashington. The L&es, Colvil le,  northern po r t i on  of  t h e  Ohno- - 
,-an 2r,d tke Methow t r a c t s  a r e  a p a r t  of  t3e  Okoogan Eighlands, a pre- 

dorcir,atel:i mountai~ous region which is princiy21l.j a Tores t  a r e a  b u t  a l s o  

c o n t a i n b g  a subs t an t i a l  mount  of open grazLng l a ~ d s  . ZLevztiors i n  

t h i s  geographical a rea  r i s e  t o  six and seven t h o ~ s ~ d  f ee t .  The 2 - r g o i l -  

Kespelex a d  the  southern p a r t  of the  Ciic=ogzn Tract a r e  i n  t he  northern 

por t iox  of the Colm-bia Platezu region of the State where it mzkes contact  

n ~ i t h  the  c:ano~;an Eighlands,  fie .plztezu occuptes t he  e n t i r e  a rea  scuth  

of t h e  Colmbia River in the  Big Bend cocntrf. The p h t e z u  is t i l t ed .  

sl ightl-r  northward and i t s  elecattior, a t  t he  northern edge is  2400 fee t ,  

The surface  g e - r - e r a y  is gent ly  r o l l i - g .  A prmkent f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  a rea  

i s  t h e  C-rz.d Coulee, a g l a c i a l  r i v e r  bed t h a t c a t s  a cham a  thou:.^?^:^? f c e t  

deep a ~ d  several miles wide north ar,d south across t he  pla tean.  'i"cit ( , I  ' - 
ern p a r t  of these t r a c t s  c ~ n t a ~ s t h e  S r e k s  a.& t e r races  o f  tk, 





one o f  t h e i r  Soux-dzrics. P e t i t i o n e r s  ' e ~ e r t c  L-, cm~v.tSr_g t h e  a c r e a g e s  

of  t h e  su'o$cct t z ~ c t s  i rx luded  t h e  k y d  under tlie :rater or" t kc  r i v e r s  t o  

n i d - s t r e a ~ .  Tte a d d i t i o z  of t h e  ~ r e t e r  zyea i:cr?2ses t k e  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  

n o f  t h e  scvz r f i  t rx t s  57 17,225 acres .  l he  Cmzissio-n hes  exclv.ded t he  

w a t e r  a r e a  =6 has accalr~ted t k e  cmputa5ion  o? tlls ac reage  f o r  %he s e v e r d  

t r a c t s  as s e t  f o r t h  by der*e~dc?nt ( ~ ~ d i i i g  50) l o r  ssverd. r e s o n s .  The 

l a n d  unde r  water  m u l d  not  be sa l zzh lz .  A s  ~ritr. t h r  ~ r a s t e  121x3s invc lved  

i n  t h e  s u b i e c t  t r z c t s  xh ich  h2d l i t t l z  o r  no vzlue, and had no -vi?l?le 

a p p l i e d  t o  t h m  by ~ c t i t i o r c r s '  a e r z i s e r  ( s cz  P E ~ .  Proposed Fdz. k3),  

t h e  ?-rater a r n r  r.rould sh i l z r l . ;  be cor.sid-?~.zd i- an + p r a i s a l  a2proach vkeere 

t h e  s t a n h d  t o  Sc: q ? l i e d  i s  the f z i r  z.-.al.l:zt v S u e  of t h e  lamds 2p.d zc 

ave rage  p ~ i c e  per 2c re  is set f o r  a g i t m  trac",tring i n t o  c o n s i d ~ r z t i o n  

all t h z  f a c t o r s  p e r t ~ ~ i ~ g  t o  - z l ~ e .  I n  my evsnt i t  is z o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

t e l l  frcz t h e  record. ir, x h s t  lmd. c l z s s i f i c a t l o n  p e t i t i o r . e r s f  e,qsyi;s in- 

c luded  t he  x a t e r  area. A z e r e n t l : ~  the 121x23 w e e r  wate r  a r e  n o t  c l e s s e d  

as m s t e  lands. The m , t e r  a r e 2  f o r  the Co lv i l l e  T r a c t  trould bat-e t o t z l e d  
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soil, 

ths c x c .  Pc"ii  io-3-- ' a?:x-alscr -.: 

3 l s  csse is 





. . "l 

pi?. Sta;.r f i s r e s  &out 5L,loo zcres. ~ ! ? e  d i f f e r2 rce  is due, a c c ~ r d i r ~ g  

- i' t o  1.1~. S t a r r J  to a diz fe ren t  ~ q t a r ? ~ e t ~ t 5 . o r !  02 d e  s ta&r2 c l z s s ~ f i ~ a t i ~ ~ s  

in t h e i r  appl icat ion t o  areas p e s e x - t l y  i n  ra1l:C;c 2i-d f o r e s t  US?. T2kirlz 

i n t o  consideration differznces betxecr! t5e s o i l  e x p x k s  and t h e  strcr?g 

probzbai$. t ha t  a prcj?asz: i r ;  1:)72 wc2.115 20% k v e  c o ~ s i d e r e d  mi?.ck of the 

l and  iy fo r2s t  a s  2gricul>~-.,l.r,Q lznd, the  Cm-z.ission ~ E S  accordir.& xzde 

due alo:?acce Tor *I .'i4fz,-znca ir, a:-i-rin-=; at the se?zrai;e vah% of  

the  s cb j ec t  t ~ ~ c t s ,  

b-s prey j  ousQ,r s t z t ed ,  tke  appr2is a r s  2 z r a z  t k z  t t h e  h:qmtheticzl pcr- 

chaszr in 1872 of t l h ~  s e v c r a  t r a c t s  vodA '22 p u r c k a s i q  \:it>- t>e vie:.? of  

r r rlsalc G t e r  subdividing ';he zreas ir,ko ~ . f l e l -  p2Xels .  :IF. ..2.ts02 236 

&-. X m e r  both ir , to co-r.sidcra.Lior? the S ~ Z S  of 57.111 ~ ; T Z C ~ S  of  2 

thousand a c r e s  or l e s s ,  Some 1000 f r ee  s a l e s  ir! 3 s h i r g t o r .  z?:! Orego2 

c o ~ n t i e s  vero  studied bzr K r ,  !r'atson to  de temine  the r e s a l e  o r  s z f l  

C) t r a c t  d u e  of Lye la=& in t>e  snb;jzct t rx ts ,  P r m  t5is s tudy p e t i -  

t i oae r s t  a?prziser conclcdzd t 5 a t  2s of l & ? 2  t he  fzir  narket value of  t h e  

t.r?es of lax? 309ght and sold 'q early s e t t l e r s  i n  t>e aTea md.cr consid- 

m z t i o n  averaged $5.00 per  acre wher. sold t o  i zd iv i . 6~1~1  buyers open 

-zr::+.t s c e s  i n  t r a c t s  of l e s s  t h x l  2 C?ollsz~d zcres,  PI r .  I-ztson did. not 

co~3icier  t b c  1-1s iq-jolved Ly t:.lcse ? r e  ~ 3 1 2 s  t o  b? i--?ro~=d lanc!s o r  

If tb.2:. w r c  5c .=as of t h e  opk io2  t:-te i~p roaezen t s  x2re mall, Kr* ?Iille-* A J 

On t k 2  @',:zr tan<, sas of opinion t:-2t tl..e co:sideratior b- these - 
o?'?: 7alf:ct ;fis of trzcks ;:= ak.05'; s ~ l z l - ~  tF.e i7.qro-qmerLts 

"?On tbc Ian",. >:zny 0: t5,ss salas  co:-si&;-ed ' q r  7 , - ia t so~  vere 1,:est OZ 

t h e  k s c a l c s  ~ 1 9 ~ 2 ~  t o  czrtzrs 0;' ? q ~ t l o r ,  azb ;;;cr!:,sts ;:hi12 thos? LY 
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