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FIl!Ilf~?C3 OF FACT 

The Commission rakes  the  following firdings of fact: 

1. Dockets 146, 15-i:, 13-I-:, 40-K and 2 9 4  vkre consolidated f o r  

trial on the q u e s t i o z  of I n d h n  t i t l e  tc the land inirolved. 



. .  has t h e  c?pabitg t o  i n s t i t u t e  and prosecute ac t ions  before t he  Ind ian  

C l a i m  Camission,  and ezch of the  c la ios  zsse r ted  i n  these  respec t ive  

dockets i s  ~ i i t h i n  the jur isdic t ion of t h i s  Ci)xmission. 

2. m e  Ottawa, Potaiqatoni znd Chippew?- Indians a r e  each of Al- 

gonqgin stock. Their lznguages a r e  not i d e n t i c a l  but a r e  r;atu&ly in -  

t e l l i g i b l e .  Since t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  contact; by t h e  white man, nei ther  

na t ion  has had a p o l i t i c d  e n t i t y  embracing all t he  c u l t u r a l  o r  e thn i c  

g l ~ l i p ~ i : < ~  wiiier t h e i r  n s t i o n a  naie, but each has  been divided i n t o  

leparate  un i t s ,  groups or  Sands, ac t ing  e n t i r e l y  zlitonoxmsly and in- 

dependently of any c e n t r a  authority. Each separate  u n i t  was e a r l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  with i t s  geographic locztion,  and t h e  United S ta tes  has 

d e a l t  with such separate un i t s  as ~ o l i t i c a l  e ~ t i t i e s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  

wi th  respec t  t o  land p-uchases. Since time imemor ia l  it has been a 

common custon among each of these u n i t s  t o  confer membership upon 

those  indivld.ua1 Indians r e s i d i ~ s  with any one band o r  group. pe rm-  

nent change of residence f ron  the  land of one band t o  t ha t  of another 

cons t i t v t ed  a  corresponding change i n  nezbership m d  an abandomeer?t o r  

waiver of r i g h t  t o  par t ic ipate  i n  ppoperty or  other r i g h t s  of the  group 

o r  band ir! which nsm5ershi.p w ~ s  f o x e r l y  held. In  like Gamer, and 

through i n t e r ax - r i age ,  rneribers of one n a t i o : ~ l i t y  weTe rea2 i ly  adopted 

i l l to  b&qi;j G: ar ,cJ~her ,  



abled them t o  keep i~ c o ~ ~ ; z ~ i c i t i o n  wit21 each ozler. (Dei. Ex. 1, ~ 2 .  

133, U - 5 ,  DM.. Ub6) Tne three divisions were each zgriculturzlists, 

ing and trapping durine the winter seasm within weas su f f i c i en t ly  f a r  

removed froin t h e i r  v i l lage  s i t e s  f o r  the xi16 gme t o  be pl.entifu1. 

3, The Saginaw Chippewa Indian t r i b e  of K c h i g a  and one J z r ~ s  

S t m g  as representative of dl. members of the Chippewa Tribe of Indians 

or ig ina l ly  f i l e d  Docket 13 with t h i s  Co~rxi.ssion, set t ing mt the  claim 

presently advanced i n  i)ocket 3-34, together with several others. By 

process of amendment t h i s  clzin i s  now advanced by Janes Strong and 

some 89 o%er izSi- ; i$~~l  petitio:iers. It has heretofore been determin- 

ed t h a t  the Saginaw Chip-pews Indian Tribe of Yicfiigzn i s  comprised of 

the  former Saginaw, Swan Creek and Blzck River bands of Chippewa Indians 

(Dockets U-H, 13-J), but it has not been positively established t h a t  

any of the several  individual peti t ioners herein are successors i n  in- 

t e r e s t  t o  the Saginax, Swan Creek or Black ~ i v e r  bards of Chippewa In- 

d i m s  and e n t i t l e d  t o  i n s t i t u t e  t h i s  action. 

Only two groups of Ottawa Indians were receiving araui t ies  f r o n  .I"le 

United Sta tes  i n  1821. They were Ottawa Indians residing i n  the  ,.m 

sen t  Stcite of Richigan who were known as the 0tta-a of Grand Ri-vc  

Ottawa Indians. residiag i n  the present State of Ohio 'tho %ere kr1o::r 

as t h e  %tai.ra of the fhmee,  Elar~ch=d's Fork 2nd Roche de Boeuf. ILL 

pe t i t i one r s  i n  Docket LO-K 2nd consolidated Dockets 40-8, C,  D, E, and 



Indians, as wel l  as o t h s r  Ottaiqa Indians tz'nose znces to r s  in 1821 res ibzd 

Tne p e t i t i o n e r s  here in ,  Ci t izen  and of Potzxatozii Indians  of 

Ullahorra, t h e  F r a i r i e  Ban3 of t h e  Pota:qatomie Tribe of Indizns ,  and t h e  

Hannahville Indian Corf i~ni ty ,  kiilsol;, Kichigan, and Fores t  County Pota- 

watoni ~ 3 m m u n l t S ,  CraEdon, Wisconsin, and t h e  s e v e r a l  individuals  repre-  

s e n t i n g  these  va r ious  groups, $.rere before t h i s  Conmission i n  Consolidat- 

ed Dackets 71-A, 15-J, e t  &. The Comission t h e r e  deterzAned t h a t  a t  

one time a southern  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Potav:ator;li Indians  cons i s t ed  of f i v e  

j epara te  units ~ i f i i c h  r.;ere knorm 2s: (1) The United Kation, inc lud ing  

federa ted  o r  a l l i e d  ind iv idua l  I n d i m s  of Ottawa and Chippewa ances t ry '  

and s omet imes c a l l e d  t h e  O t t ~ ~ ~ a ,  Chippewa and Pot awat o n i  Ration, which 

res ided  west of I;;ke &zchigan; (2) Potawatomi of St .  Joseph, more comon- 

l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Po tawatod  of Indiara xxd Kichigan; ( 3 )  Pota i~a to f i  of t h e  

P r a i r i e  a d  Kankakee; (L)  Pota1:atoni of t h e  Wabash; and (5) Potavratoni 

of t h e  Huron, sorietbss c a l l e d  t h e  Potmatomi of t h e  Huron and Haisen 

r ~ v e r s ,  o r  t h e  Hnron Band of Po .avratoni Indians. Tnat t h e  United Nation, 

the Kankaket 323d, W&ash fja:d, and St .  Joseph E x d  u l t h a f d y  urlited 



l e n e c t a r ~  a r t i c l e s  t o  the  ? ~ t a ~ . ~ r a t o z i  t r e a t y  of 1833, (7 S t s t .  431, 

I; I.C. C. 490) t o  renain  i n  IIichigan when t h e  St,  Joseph Band moved west. 

A nunber of o the r  Pot~$:at.orL I n d i a s  refused. t o  nure west and i n s t e a d  

noired i n t o  nor thern  Zisconsin, northern fB5chigan and Cmada. Yet o t h e r  

Potamtomi Indians  r,ared t o  Kansas and l a t e r  re turned t o  t h e i r  homeland; 

these  can not now be ident i f ied ,  The Huron Band, t h e  Pokagon Band, and 

those  i n d i v i d u a l  Potakjatod who e i t h e r  remziined i n  t h e  e a s t  ~ 5 t h o u t  per- 

missior? o r  re turned t h e r e  from Kansas, exclzsive of those  res id ing i n  

Canada, a r e  represented t h e r e i n  by the Kannahville Indian Combunity of 

Wilson, IZchigan, an<! the  Fwes t  County Potawatoni Cormunity of Crzndon, 

Wisconsin, t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  I)o&et 29-K. Said p e t i t i o n e r s  nake no 

c la im i n  t h e i r  own r i s h t  Sut a s s e r t  t h a t  theymepresent  Indians whose 

aricestors were ~ e n b e r s  of the  Potawatod Ration and o w ~ d  the land ced- 

ed jg t h e  Trea ty  of Axgust 29, 1 8 2 1 ; " t h ~ t  they a r e  en t i t l ed .  t o  p r t i c i -  

The p e t i t i o n e r s  XAchael Williams and Albert 1-iackety a re  descendants 

of r::ezbers of the  Pok~gon  and the  Huron band, respect ively ,  and appear 

i n  behalf  of a l l  r--er&ers o i  such b a d s  a d  t h & r  descendants. 

5 .  Under t h e  J u r i s i i c t i o n d  Act of Xzrch 19, 1890, the  Potmatomi 

I r d i a n s  i n  I ; i ch igm znd Lydiana przser.';ed t h e i r  c l a b .  of r igh t  t o  p z r t i -  

c i p a t e  i n  t r i b 2 l  ar,nzities 2:;d funds cf the Potawatcni Lation t o  t h e  



t r e a t y  of cession 2,612 Potar.iatod In6.iinsjnoved ixrest of t h e  f 5 s s i s s i p -  

nmber only 291 were e n t i t l e d  t o  remain ir, t he  e a s t  and continue t o  par- 

t i c i p z t e  i n  funds and a s se t s  of t h e  P o t a ~ a t o z 5  k t i o n  uEder t h e  supple- 

mentary a r t i c l e s  of the  1833 t r e a t y ;  and t h a t  t he  United S t a t e s  had 

wzived an add i t iona l  requirenent t h a t  t h i s  group rr,oize i n t o  northern 

lEchigan. This enmerationexcluded t he  Potawatoni of t h e  Huron who 

were no t  pa r t i e s  t o  t h a t  l i t i g a t i o n .  @kt. 15-5, Fdg. 43, 4 1.G.C. 503) 

The 291 persons perrxitted t o  r e r a i n  e a s t  of t he  Blississippi  River 

urts decreed i n  t h e  above l i t i g a t i o n  t h a t  an acco~mt ing  of t h e  a s s e t s  

and funds  of t h e  Potawator,fi Nation k:zs due t h e  Pokagon Band on t h e  r a t i o  

of 2,812 t o  291. (Pet. Prop. Fdg. 26, Dkt. 29-K) 

Thereafter ,  on April  21, 1904, 33 Sta t .  189, 210, Congress appro- 

p r i a t ed  $78,399.25 f o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  ur-ong 271 other Potawatomi Indians 

r e s i d i n g  i n  YLchigan and Indiana who the Court of Claims found i n  sub- 

t h e  Pokagon Band w a s  enrolled p r e l i n i n q -  ;o disbursesent of t h e  ncneys 

paid t o  t h e  oxnbership of that  band upor. the  a c c o u ~ t i n g  made t o  it under 

t h e  e a r l i e r  ac t ion.  

Potzwato@ Indians  res iding i n  'ijiscocsin a l so  claimed a r i g h t  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a r d t i e s  2nd funds of t he  "ot2watoni Ration  id. 

15-5, Fdg. 36, 1; I.C,C. 500). 02 J m e  21, Coxgress L-ecte5 ti:? 



11. Wooster i n  1907-8. All Fotzwstmi Icdians those m c e s t o r s  had removed 

west of t h e  F i s s i s s i p c i  F,i..rer or t;ho had resided i n  southeen ';?isconsin 

and >Lchigan were o r i t t ed  f ron  tha t  r o l l .  457 Petmatomi Indians res id-  

i ng  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  a id  1,550 res iding i n  Cmada who had at l e z s t  

one ancestor,  on e i t he r  side, having Pc t awa to~ i  blood, and who were no t  

enro l led  with any other  t r i b e  of Indims were then enrolled.  l 'he i r  

ancestors  included Chippewa, Ottak~a, Iknoninee and l h n e b a g o  Indizns  . 
(Dkt . 15-J, Fdg. 56,57, 4 I. C. C. 510, 5U) 

Following t h e  Secretaqr1s report  t ha t  $L&7,339 represented t h e  propor- 

t i o n a t e  share  i n  t r i b a l  ammities and funds which 'these enrol led Indians  

would have received ha6 they pari icipzled in Potawatomi annui t i es  there-  

t o f o r e  paid ( ~ o u s e  Doc. 830, 60th Corg. 1 s t  Sess., 38 S t a t .  102, June 

30, 1913)) Congress appropriated t ha t  sun f o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  amorg 457 . - 

Potawatomi Indians res iding i n  Wisconsin and upper Eichigan. Kone of 

t h e  appropr ia t ions  were taken fron assets  o r  funds of o r  charged aga in s t  

t h e  Potawatoni Indians who had moved west of t h e  IZssissippi .  ( ~ d ~ .  57, 

Dkt. 15-J, 4 I.C.C. 511) 

6.  Among t h e  Indians signatory t o  the  t r e a t y  of Greenville, " 

S t a t .  49, dated August 3, 1795, was the St. Joseph Bmd of Potawatori 

Indians. While t h a t  t r e a t y  recogpized t ha t  Indian t i t l e  o r  r i g h t  of 

occupancy of land i n  the  Northwest Terri tory reazined i n  t he  Indians 

r e s id ing  upon it, such r e c o s ~ t i o n  itas l b i t e d  t o  the p m t i e s  s igning 

t h a t  t r e a t y ,  arid did not re l i eve  then frorn the  necessity of iden t i fy -  

i rg  t h e  land t o  ~rhic!l t h e i r  r igh t  of occucancy attached. 1YarL Ind5, 

vs.  Urited S t a i e s ,  5 I . C . C .  l G C ,  214. 



Lakes. The hdiarItr ibes t he r e in  contimed h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  ne;i nation, 2l;d 

a s e r i e s  of m i l i t a r y  c o r i l i c t s  f i l l a l ly  l ed  i n  1735 Lo the est~blis!:xsr:t 

of a boundary l i n e  between the  various I n d i a  t r i b e s  and t hz  United 

S t a t e s  by means of the  Treaty of Greenville, '7 Sta t .  L9, i n  which t he  

p o x c y  of r i g h t  of Indian occupancy of t h e  l m d  with t he  f e s  t i t l e  there- 

t o  redmin ing  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  rfas ca r e fu l l y  s e t  out. The l uc r a t i ve  

fan t rade  with t h e  I rd ians  i n  t h i s  region vhich had been i n s t i ga t ed  by 

t h e  French and developed by the English who took over con t ro l  of t h i s  

region from them, t h e  preservation of peace and sa2ety along the f r o n t i e r ,  

t h e  r -ecess i t ,~  of cc&r-lEcg tat-fgztion on t n e  Great i d ~ e s  ~ in i ch  promised 

';o be of major importance t o  the  economy of t h e  country, and the need f o r  

new lands  t o  accomodate t he  expanding nation,  d l  l e d  t o  the  Urited S t a t e s  - 

l a t e r  adopting a pol icy of t rea t ing  lqith these  h d i a n s  occupying t he  country 
- 

west of t h e  1795 t r e a t y  l i ne ,  fo r  the  acquis i t ion  of t h e i r  lands, trade,  

f r i endsh ip  and a l legiance.  ( ~ 3 ~ f .  .EX. 51, Dkt. ~ 6 )  

8. On June 1, 1820, the  Secretmy of War, John C. Calhoun, gdvised 

one Solorion S i b l e y  .ad one Lewis Cass, then Governor of t he  Ter r i to ry  of 

$;ichigan and Superintendent of Indian Affairs the re in ,  of t h e i r  appoirit- 

~ 0 n ~ r e s . s  had appropr ia ted $20,003 on April 11, 1823. (pet. E k .  15, DM. 

2 9 4 )  Tne po?:ers of the  t r e z t y  commissioners xere broadly stated.  



The c o r ~ s s i o n ~ r s  the rezf te r  arras@ t o  hold a couilcil dwir ,g  

August, 1E21, a t  the  s i t e  of Chicago b e c a s e  any fieeded r r i l i t=y  protoc- 

t i o n  would be read i ly  avai lable  f ron  nzzr3jr For t  Dearborn, and because 

it was convenieztly loczted f o r  t he  ~ " i z o d a t i o n  c.1 t he  1ndiz . s  and t h e  

c i l  Governor Cass advised the Indians: 

The country vre propose t o  purchase of you is t h i s .  Begiming 
a t  t he  south end of klce K i c h i g a ,  a t  the  mouth of the 1Yssi- 
konomico , or  Grsnd Konodck, and r u - m i ~ g  tpwuaGs sun-rise 
u n t i l 1  i t  si;rikes the  l rnds  t.hat t h e  P o t t o w a t o ~ e s  t o  
t h e i r  f a t h e r  a t  Fort kkigs, From thence running along t h e  
1 i n- ~f s t . r~zt .n  ncrt.h i.? 2 yni  nt. r l i  ro?*.lp n r ) ~ ? i  t . ~  +.he -- -.- " 
mouth of' ,@-and .river on Lake Xichigan, and thence due west t o  
the mouth of t h a t  r ive r .  I n  other words, a31 the  lands be- 
tween t h e  Gr-and KoncrAck and Grand r i v e r  on lake Kichigan ex- 
tending towards t he  r i s i n g  of t h e  sm u n t i l  i t  meets the  old 
g ran t s .  

The counci l  began August 17ih, 1821, and closed Au.ust 23rd. 

n Ocre- lhe  t r e a t y  W ~ S  signed August 29th, 1821, 2nd w a s  fonarded  t o  t he  S, 

t a r y  of liar on Scptenber 12, 1821 (Pet. Ex. 93, Def. Ex. 61, ~ k t . '  u6), 

and w a s  r a t i f i e d  end proclaimed I k c h  25th, 1622.f7 Stat.  21%) 

9e (a)  The D e a  ceded by Art ic le  1 of t he  1821 t r ea ty  i s  l oca t ed  

i n  t h s  southeastern  corner of the  southern lLchigan pe rhsu l a ,  i n  s: 

e rn  PSchigan and northern Indiana. It i s  iden t i f i ed  as Area li7 :?nr7 

Roycel:s Ihps  of IXchigan 1 2xd 1n:iiana. (B.A.E. Vol. 18) It i s  descr ib -  

ed i n  the  t r e a t y  as follo-tis: 

,TC;S . ->~  6: h j C c  ;.:-:Fctic;2, r ,c~:-  t h e  TL-c EU: Y ~ c h e s ,  duc corth - 
f r o n  Runts i'iliage, enci ~a;i'L?.g theme s ~ ~ u t f i  t o  e k i e  d r a m  
dzc er ;s t  frsz tho ;czC,t;srr; cxt;.-r;,: sz L:ke Kiel-iigzn. thzzce 



~ 6 t h  th5 5256 Er ,e  e a s t  t o  t h e  T m c t  ceded by t h e  fotta.::atoraes 
t o  the iJ;ite:! S;ctes by ' L ~ P ,  Trerty of To:< j,:eigs i n  lEl7, i f  t h e  
s a i d  l i n e  s h o ~ l d  strike t h e  s a i l  b rac t ,  but  i f  t h e  s e d  l i r ie  
&3ulci pass n r t h  of' t1.e &d &a.-';, trier; such l i n e  s h & l  bs con- 
t inued  u t i L  it s t r ike :  t h e  western boundary oi" the  Tract  cede6 
t o  t h e  United S-lates by 51; Treaty of De t ro i t  i n  1607, and f r o 2  
t h e  t e r rdna t ion  cf t h e  s a i d  l i n e ,  f o l l o ~ i n g  the  S o m h ~ - e s  of 
f o r ~ s r  cessions,  t o  t h e  x a i n  branch of the  C-razd Bivsr  of kke 
L3.chigm, sholdd my of 'i'ne sa id  l i n e s  c ross  t h e  s a i d  River, b c t  
i f  none of ' the  s a i d  l i n e s  should c r o s s  t h e  sa id  f iver ,  then t o  a 
pifit due e a s t  of the source of the  s a i d  m i n  brexch of t h e  s a i d  
Pciver, 2nd f r c i ~  such point  due west; t o  t h e  source of t h e  s a i d  
p r i n c i p a l  branhh, and f ron  t h e  cross ing of t h e  sa id  Rivsr ,  o r  
f r o z  t h e  SoiLnce thereof ,  a s  t h e  case  nay bz, dom1 the  s a i d  River, 
on t h e  nor th  bank tfierecf, t o  the ~routh;  thence follcYxing t h e  
shore .  of lake  lYchigan t o  t h e  south b d  of t h e  S& r i v e r  S t ,  
Joseph, a t  t h e  ~ o u t h  thereof ,  vld thence wi th  the  sa id  south  bank 
t o  t h e  p l s c e  of beginzing. 

(b) The Grand r i v e r  f r o n  i t s  mouth on Lake Hichigzn t o  a  point  

where t h e  w e s t e r l y  l i n e  of t h e  Chippewa t r e a t y  of 1816, 7 S t a t .  203. 

( E o p c U j ,  c rosses  t h e  r i v e r ,  i s  a wide stream which diminishes i n  

Ldth o r  s i z e  u n t i l  it r e z c h e s h s i n g ,  ilichigan, from which place t o  i t s  

source  it i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  small  stream. Compared with i t s  t r i b u t z r i e s ,  

t h e  widest  and most prominent sec t ion  of t h e  r i v e r  i s  i t s  western end 

extending e a s t e r l y  t o  n e u  Ionia, Yiichigan, and i s  the  main branch of 

t h e  r i v e r .  (pe t .  Ejr, 112 and Def, k. 59) The source of t h e  Grard 

River was no t  known i n  1821. t o  t h e  Commissioners who negotiated t h e  

t r e a t y  of August 29, 1821. 

( c )  Three t r e a t i e s  here m g o t i a t e d  by defendant p r i o r  t o  t h e  1821 

cess ion .  Such t r e a t i e s  and the  l i n e s  of ezch insofar  as appl iczble  

h e r e  u e  as f o l l o ~ s :  

1. The For t  Leigs Treaty of September 29, 1817, 7  S t a t ,  160. 

The sou thern  lire of t h e  1621 cession s t r i k s  t h e  west 1ir.e of t h i s  ces- 

~102 (See Royce G3) m d  runs north to  t h e  northwest corEsr, tk nce east 

i t s  n o r t h e a s t  corner,  



This corner i s  referred. t o  i n  t he  1021 cessio:l 2s "Tie t e r c 5 r : ~ t i c n  

of sa id  l inet :  ax? s t r i k e s  t h e  ~ 1 s t  l i n e  of the  1107 cession,  

sometiz:es referred t o  as  tho, F u l l  t.rec?ty; it ceded lacis i n  south- 

e a s t  Kichigan, t h e  western bounciarjr oL" xhich (see  Royce 66) exkends 

north of the  1817 cession and f o r m  part o? the  eas tern  Sounciary of 

t he  1819 cession. 

3 .  By the  t r e a t y  of September 2.4, 1819, 7 S t a t -  203 

(Royce l l l ) ,  t h e  CEippexa Indiacs ceded a lazge t r a c t  i n  Xichigan, 

t h e  south boundary of which s t a r t s  on the  west l i n e  of t he  1897 ces- 

s i on  ( ~ o ~ c e  66) a', a point six Ioiles south of t he  Hichigan Base Line, 

znd extends west sixty miles, thence nor theastsr ly  to t h e  head.. of  

Thunder Bay River, c,rossing the  main b rarich .of t h e  Grand PAver about 

two miles west of Szranac, Kchigan. 

By the  p l a i n  descr ipt ion of t h e  boundaries .of t he  1821 cess ion,  

contained i n  h t i c l e  I of t h a t  t r e a t y  and s e t  f o r t h  i n  Finding 8 (a) 

above, the  ea s t e rn  par t  of t h a t  cession i s  l imi ted t o  the west  l i n e  

of t h e  1807 cess ion from t h e  northeast corner of the  1817 cess ion  t o  

a point  six miles  soxth of t h e  Eichigan Base Line, the south l i n e  of 

t h e  1819 cess ion,  and the  western l i n e  of said 1819 cession, from 5.:. 

southwest corner t o  the  Grand Eiver, as shorn above. 

10. Taking i n t o  con3derat ion the physical features  of t h e  re-- 

gion and t h e  Doundzries of l&d cessions nade pr io r  t o  1821, a d  zp- 

plying the  5oundar;y description as set forth i n  Article 1. of t h e  

Treaty  cf August 29, 1821, ("xEn~ U 8 (a), t o  t h e  i2ds cmered  by 



ing boundaries: 

* :'" -:'2sgirning et a point on the  south bzzk of t h e  
r i v e r  S t ,  Jose$, of h!:e Xichigzr,, near t h e  Parc au: 
Vaches, due north f ran! Runls Village, and running t heme  
south t o  a Line drarqn due eas t  f ron  the  southern e ,xi re~e 
of Lake Y I ~ h i g ? ~ ;  then with sa id  l i n e  e a s t  t o  the  m s t  
l i n e  of the  t r z c t  ceded by the PotawstogLes t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  by the  Treaty of Fort f<eigs i n  1017 (7 S ta t .  150); 
thence north on sa id  l i n e  t o  t he  northwzst corner of s a i d  
t r a c t ,  thence ez s t  along the northern lirie thereof t o  t h e  
nor theast  corner xhere it in te r sec t s  t he  west l i n e  of t h e  
t r e a t y  cession of t<o~.renber 17, 1807, 7 Stat. 105; thence 
north on such west l i n o  t o  a point sir, x i l e s  south of t h e  
yfichigan Ease Iirle; thence .west from t h a t  point  on a l i n e  
xhich i s  t h e  south l i n e  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  ceded by the  ; 
t r e a t y  of-lSeptmbsr 24, 1813, 7 Stat .  203, a distance of 
s i x t y  miles;  thence northeasterly on t he  western l i n e  of - -- - 'i.ile 1017 cessiuu .plhept: sucil i h e  crosses tile ~ & i i  

branch of t h e  Grand r i v e r  about two n i l e s  west .of Saranac, 
Yichlgan; thence along the north ban! of t h e  Grand r i v e r  
t o  i t s  ~ o u t h  on k k e  Piichigan; thprxe follorting the  shore I.' 

of k k e  P3chigan southerly t o  the south bank of the  s a i d  
S t .  Joseph r iver ,  and thence w i t h  such south bark up s a id  
r i v e r  t o  t h e  place of beginning. 

The a r e a  w i th in  the  boundaries l a s t  described comprises 4,198,810 acres  

b e f .  Ex. 64). 

11. (a)  Five separate t r a c t s ,  each surrounding a named v i l l age  

wi th in  t he  a r e a  above described, were reserved by t h e  Indians under 

A r t i c l e  2 of t h e  1821 t rea ty .  The &ng-ach-qua and 15ch-ke-sai-be 

v i l l z g e  t r a c t s  weye each located on Coldviater r i ve r ;  the P r a i r i ~ ,  Ronde 

v i l l a g e  t r a c t  was on the  Dowagiac r iver ,  a t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  St. Joseph 

r i v e r ,  t h e  lrhtch-e-be-nash-she-wish vi l lage was on the Kalanazoo r i v e r  

n e z  t h e  present  town of Kalunazoo, IIichigan, Each of these  reserva- 

t i0r .s  ::as ceded to t h e  ljrlited States by '%isps;-sed b2.123~ of the  Pota- 

xatolTLi Tr1be7f in t h e  E e a t y  of September 19, 1S27, 7 S t a t .  3.35. Tie 



f i f t h  ressyve;ion ct the i.i&a-;i.a-se-y- \ - i l k g e  along the  St. Joseph 

River #as cec?& to the Gnitec! States bj t hz  Suppie~zi?kary Ez t lc les  

t o  the Treaty of Sep te~be r  27, 1833, 7 Stato LA2, *;hi& were ex- 

ecuted by lIiichigu, Indians -<:ho had been irxirleri t o  zttend a coun- 

c i l  held a t  Chicago d W i w  September, 182'7, $:hit% tas cs l l ed  t o  

procure from the k i t e d  Kation of Chippewa, O t t a ~ a ,  and Potzwatomi 

Indians of t;'isconsir? a cession of lands ly ing  on the western s ide  

of k k e  Xichigan, ( ~ d ~ s .  17-21, Dkt. 15-J, L: 1.C.C. 4c7-490) 

These PZchigan 1ndiz . s  are referred t o  i n  t he  1833 Co&:lcil Journal 

as "The Chiefs and heahen  of the  St. Joseph and Notta-%<a-se-pe 

bands of t he  United Triljes of Potziratoni.es, Ottawas, and Chippswa". 

(?Lt. 1 1  n1-L 7 A - 2  1 I T 0 n I * -  -?, --I.". (&-ax C L I I d  *, V ,  + - L 0 W . U .  4ui. 

(b) The th i rd  a r t i c l e  of the t r e a t y  of 1821 provided f o r  a 

number of land grants t o  named individuals. The are2 conveyed by 

such grants  and t h a t  iccluded within the  f i v e  reservztions abme re- 

f e r r ed  t o  t o t a l  $4,480 acres, ( ~ e f .  Bs. 64, 65, Dl&. 146) The 

United S t a t e s  acquired by the t r e a t y  of August 29, 9821, a t o t a l  of 

4,114,330 acres ,  

12. (a)  The areas occupied by the various bands or groups of 

Indians i n  the  southern YLchigan peninsula was not known t o  the 

Govern~ent o r  i t s  representatives i n  1821. Governor Cas s co;nmented 

on t h i s  f z c t  k:hen t ransxi t t ing the t r eq ty  he had negotiated with the:: 

7 - 
Chippcxa Izd ians  of Saginat; on Sep'te;rt'ocr a, 1819, 7 Sta t .  203. PA- 

lettel- to the  S e ~ i ; e t e l - ~  of Xar, dated September 33, iEi3, reads i n  

p=t:  



The b~~.:dzries of t h e  t . rac t  cede6 I X . ~  be e z s i l ; ~  i t r c -  
ed upon any ~ 0 ~ 5 .  risp of t h e  United Sta tes ,  but  axing 
t o  our ignorance of t h e  topogrz.$?y of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of 
t h i s  t e r r i to -y ,  it 22;: be eve;l"uildly four,?, when t h e  
l i n e s  a r e  rmz t h ~ %  t h e  southezstern corner of t h e  
t r a c t  ceded i s  i n  t h e  ~ c s s e s s i o n  of t h e  G r z ~ d  River 
I n d i m s .  If so,  the re  w i 1 1  bo no difr"ica1tg sic! ver$ 
l i t t l e  e x p n s e ,  i n  q u i e t i r g  t h e i r  c l a ins .  (Def. Ex. 
40, Dkt. l.46) 

(b) %is s i t u a t i o n  is a l s o  evident f ro=  X r .  S i b l e y l s  coz- 

nent  when m- l t ing  Governar Cass f r o z  1-kckinac following h i s  sppoint- 

nen t  a s  one of the  1821 t r e a t y  c o ~ ~ s s i o n e r s .  Havir,e contacted X r .  

Godfroy, Sub-ager,', f o r  the Potzxatoni Ir ,dia~,s ,  and ILk. Yaaggs, Sub- 

agent  f o r  t h e  Ottawa and Chippewa Indians ( ~ e f .  EX* 1, P* 195, Dkt. 

~ 6 ) ,  Kr. S i b l e y  m o t e :  

Tht  i i a t i ~ e s  xho a r e  the  chief c l d r i i i t s  rrs suppcsed 
t o  be t h e  Po tewath ies  and Cttowas -- whether they 
can be induced t o  part with t h e i r  whole i ~ t e r e s t  is 
extremely d o u b t f d  - +C -2 -"- . Xessrs Godfroy and 
b a 2 . 5 ~  a r e  I bel ieve  of opinion the  Potavatinies v : i l l  
be  disposed t o  pa r t  ~ i t h  t h e i r  l a d  provided they a r e  
w e l l  pa id  f o r  it. ':!hat t h e  Ottowas w i l l  do, i s  I 
t h i n k  doubtful .  (pet .  Ex. 90, Dkt. U6) 

(c)  During t h e  council  at Chicago i n  August, 1821, Governor 

Cass comented  t h a t  t h e  Potawatozi o-wned " a l l  t h a t  c o u i r y  south of 

t h e  Grand r i v e r  t o  t h e  he&,-aters  of the  Ibumee and t h e  %abash1', and 

i n  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  r e p a r t  t o  the  Secre tary  of War on August 29, 1821, 

Piessrs. S i b l e y  a d  Cass wrote: 

Your i n s t r u c t i o n s  d l rec ted  us t o  t r e a t  f o r  the  e-rLFnc- 
t i o n  of Ind ian  t i t l e  within t h e  Terr i tcry  of Kickiaan 0 > 
and if p o s s i b l e  i o  proc=e a cession of a l l  t h e  aborig- 
i n a l  c l a i , ~  thereir. .  B u t  w e  soor, fouzd t h a t  so exten- 
s i v e  a c e s s i o n  l;,;ould be ir; . ,?ractlcajb. The In2Fzr.s w5o  -- 



13. Tne minctes of t he  t r e a t y  council  a r e  incm?lete.  Tine Sec- 

r e t z ry ,  Eerq 3. Sciioolcraft, explained t h i s  vrlien rrriting t h e  Secre- 

t a r y  of Xa- on Septezber 18, 1821: 

Z t  w i l l  be perceived t h a t  t he  proceedings do not b r ing  
t he  t r e a t y  t o  a close,  o r  even s e t t l e  the  y re lhznary  
points .  These points  were adjusted wi th  t he  Chiefs, 
a f t e r  t h e  c o ~ n c i l  of t he  23d of Augast, -which w a s  t h e  
l a s t  pub7 ic c o n f ~ r ~ n r c .  hat.we~n t.he Tnd i rns  2.13. tho C 2 2 -  

missioners,  ar,d conseqcently t he  l a s t ,  of which I was  
required,  i n  my o f f i c i a l  s t a t i on ,  to preserve any re- 
cord. ( ~ e f .  %:. Dkt. U6; Pet. Ex. 19, Dl&. 2 9 4 )  

However, i n  an annual r epo r t  as Acting Super i~tendent  of Indian Af-  

fairs within  Kichiga? during 1837, Schoolcraft ideritified t h e  In- 

d ians  s igning t h e  1821 t r e a t y  as Ottawas a d  Pottamtoclies o f  Eichi-  

gan, south of G r a d  River, and r e f  er red t o  t h e i r  refinquishmm t of 

t h e i r  r ese rva t ions  i n  tne  subsequent t r e a t y  of 183%. (Fete 102, 

a. The incori?lete co-mci l  d n u t e s  and the  i r e ~ t y  of 1821 dls- 

c lo se  that t h e  Pot~,,;.lator?i s p a k e r s  who a l so  signed the t r e a t y  were 

as IIe-te-q; To-$n-a-bee, who signed 2s To-pen-ne-bee ar,d l i v e d  abo-ut 

t h e  S t .  Joseph River (Def. 2,:. 1, p. 193: DM. 146), and Conzee ~:ho 



frcm f f T ~ a i r i e s f l ,  executed the t r e a t y  2s a Chippets2 nmec! Pkt-t2;ir-x~:.r. 

One Eitchell, r e fe r red  t o  i n  the  council ~ A n u t e s  as a speaker f o r  t he  

Fotawatomi, executoci tjle t r e a ty  a s  an Ottawa Indian urder  t he  name of 

l~5ch-el. 

I n  a l l ,  e igh t  O t t a ~ ~ a  I n d i ~ ~ s  signed t he  t r e a t y  of 1821, t h r ee  of 

whom a r e  i den t i f i ed  as residing along the  Grand River, and one as l i v -  

ing on t h e  Ealzmazoo River; two Shippevra signed t h e  t r ea ty ,  but t h e  only  

cne whose hoae i s  given is  I.&ta-t:z; of f ifty-Tive Potawatomi Indians who 

signed t h e  t r e a t y  t h e  homes of only seven nay be i de r , t i f i ed  with any 

g e e  of s a t i s f ac t i on ,  and these were iL1 along t h e  St .  Joseph River. 

(Dzf. EX. 1, p. 196, 7 Sta t .  216) 

15. Tradi t iona l ly  t he  Izchigan peninsula w a s  occupied by Asses- 

of Bone Indians and &s&odesh or f3ushcodainug (possibly the &iscouten) 

h d i a n s .  With t h e  opening of h i s t o r i c a l  t ines ,  about 1697, the re  were 

Ottawa h d i a n s  i n  t h e  northtrest, par t  of the southern peninsula an2 

l&nA Indians were us ixg tb 3,. Joseph River as a smwr home. It i s  

uncer ta in  vhat  t r i b e ,  if any, ix labi ted the northeastern sectior? of 

the  southern peninsula.  k few years l a t e r  Skokokis o r  Xohecans fmm 

k w  s e t t l e d  about the m y ~ t h  of :Lke F?, Joseph a i d  Shawnee In- 

dians s e t t l e d  near t h s  St. Joseph-Kanka!x$e River p o r t q e  south of t he  

Indiana-Kichi,ga Stat:: Line. The I roymis  soon caused a conplete 

c n-.x;let e a b ~ n c o r ~ ~ . ~ : : t  of 



t he  French f o r t  

of t h e  Rsron. 

The French 

of Det ro i t ,  vhere they becare :cnoi;.n a s  the PotaiatorL 

reac t iva ted  t h e i r  f o r t  on t h e  St .  Joseph River i n  

1719 and, t o  secwe t h e i r  services as trappers a ~ d  h u ~ t e r s ,  they 

persuaded Potawatomi Indians from the  islands i n  Green Bay, liis.c:onsin, 

and some 400 t o  500 YL& Indians from the .Earnee and h'aSash r i v e r  

~ a l l e ; ~ ~  20 set315 cn the  St,, Jcse;h F.i?rer t ihere they Fiere Sasn i0i.2- J 

ed by Szc, Kickapoo and &scouten Indians, and much l a t e r ,  by a small 

group of  Kaskaskia Indians f r o 3  the  I l l i n o i s  r i v e r  vafley. After  hav- 

ing been almost exterminated by surrounding t r i b e s  the  Sac joined the  . 

Fox i n  t h e  southwest; t h e  Yascouten went t o  t h e  Kakakee River m u n t r y  

i n  1763 (Trans. p. 250), and t he  Kickapoo,. KaskasMa and Iliami gradua l ly  

thdrevr;: toiiard t h e  south. Al thoxh the YLmi ch ie f ,  I;ittle Tur t le ,  

elabed t h e  southern por t ion  of the southern peninsula zs ~ 5 a d  t e r r i -  

t o r y  during t h e  Greenvine  t r e a t y  council ir, 1795 ( k f .  EX. 40)) the 

only docmenta ry  reference t o  t h e  presence of I b . ~ 9  Indiam w i t h i n  

Royce l l r i  z f t e r  1760 i s  2 1779 reference t o  z f ex  &imL Indians Livil--g 

2t the  mouth of t h e  E m a r t  River, tihere the Pota;;:atc;;ii Indians a r e  

k~ol-.n t o  have had a v1 Ikge .  (Trans. P. 257) 



Crochn I n d i a s  nalntained swaer h m z s  and r a i s ed  t h e i r  corn crops t h e r e  

hu t  hunted during the winter mo~ ths  fzr t o  the  south. Grzdually s m e  be- 

g u l  t o  sumiller along the  Kalamazoo, Ikskegon and &and r i ve r s ,  and t o  hunt 

t u a l l y  becuze known 2s t he  Grand ?Aver Band cf OtLawas and functioned as an 

autonomous group:-& of the L1krbre Croche res iden ts  o r  t h e  

m e n t s .  Frederick Hamjmg %mote i n  h i s  1763 Journal t h a t  t h e  LIArbre 

Croche Ottawa wintered about the  'Grand and Kalz~.azoo r i ve r s ;  John Coates, 

a c l e r k  i n  t h e  Indian Department, a t  IYchilinackinac which departrcerk had 

supervis ion of t h e  Ottz+iat included i n  h i s  l i s t  of a "nmber of f n d i a ~ s  



outside Royce W[. 

they were reported t o  c l a i q  t he  eas te rn  s h o x  of b k e  Xichigul south 

loslds of t rade  goods were del ivered t o  them cn t he  l-kskogen (Def. Ex. 
. . 

1, p. 155), and Jedidizh Noore, having t r ave l l ed  through t h i s  contry  

on behalf of t h e  Secretary of tzar, reported i n  1820 that  t h e  LIArbre 

Croche Ottawa claimed a l l  the  colrntry ea s t  of Lake PAchigaa f13m the  

Detoirr, 42 n i l e s  northwest of E;ackinac, south t o  the  mouth of t h e  

Black River which is  &out 25 miles north of the  St. Joseph River, 

O t t a w a  t o m s  on t he  R&z,~zoo River, six Ottawa towns on t h e  Grand 

River, and loca ted  a s ~ a l l  Potawatoini v i l l a g e  near the mouth of t he  

St,  Joseph River. (~ef. Ex, 1, p. 184, Dkt. U.6) Reverend I saac  

l.kCoy i n  1822 found &tai.qa v i l l ages  on t h e  Kalamazoo River ( ~ e f  . EX. 

1, p. 193, Dkt. l46), and referred t o  t h a t  r i v e r  as the bomdary 

l i n e  between t h e  Ottar-ra end Potziwatomi Indians. 

17. Tine Potzwatoni Indians ~11o had noved t o  t'rre St. ~ o s e ~ h  

country  i n  1719, expended along t ha t  stream u n t i l  i n  1779 they  had 

h7mted i n  t h e  country south of Royce i 17  and xaintained f r i e n d l y  re-, 

l a t i o n s  with t h e  Potav:atori of the  Huron t o  the  east, an6 t h e  0 t A ~  

t o  t h e  north,  and d u r i n ~  t he  19th centuq had villages north of t h e  



02 L'Arbre Croche 2x5- \Iinneb.qo a s  the t r i 5 e s  %ho inhab i t  t h e  c o a n t q  

axid whose chief residence i s  upor, Grmd and Euskogen r ive rs f1 .  ( ~ e f .  Ex. 

The Reverend Isazc I.IcCoy, having been charged with t h e  e s t a j l i s h -  

nent  of the  b lacks r i th  shop pronised t h e  Ottawas under A r t i c l e  4 of t he  

I n  order,  therefore ,  t o  secure a foo t ing  among them 
without delay, we proposed t o  corn-ence w i t h ' o r ~ l y  the  
smithery, on the  l i n e  between then =d the  Putawato- 
E=e -2- " 

- -3. (Page 206) 

-x- -X %-On t h e  following day we had a visit  f r o n  t he  
Ottawas , 2:- s:- --- . They a l so  brought infomation that' 
t h e  Ot tz fas  -X 3:- had expressed a des i re  t h a t  we should 
l oca t e  the  sinithery on t he  Grand r i ve r ,  i n  a c e n t r a l  
and more e l ig2b le  place. This M a s  the  e f f e c t  we had 
hoped t o  produce ;$hen put the srcithery i n t o  opem- 
t i o n  upon t h e i r  border 2- -2. (Page 227) 

Uur s rLthery  f o r  t h e  Ottawas, as before s t a ted ,  was 
on the  l i n e  be'ih.een the  Putawatomies and Ottams, %- * 
(Page 2-48) Pct.  Ex. 56, Dkt. UL6) 

18. The ciost de ta i l ed  repor t  of t he  locat ion of Ottavia and Pota- 

w a t o ~ i  v i l l a g e s  appears i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Governor MirAan E&dards, w r i t -  

t e n  by ar! Indian t rader ,  John Hayes, on Ylay 31, 1812. He located Pota- 

watomi 14ila:o.s: one on t he  S t .  Joseph River 25 i 5 J e s  ~ b o v e  i t s  xzouth; 

Joseph r i v e r s ;  a v i l l z g e  1 ~ 0  miles up the  St. Joseph a t  t he  mouth of 



River 65 miles &ow i ts  1~0'2th aqd foe Ottawa v i l l w e s  on t h e  G r a ~ d  

l a s t  s i t e ,  he s a i d  was a t  t he  junction of thi. Granci and Riviere des 

Flairis or  Eaple 'rivers, He located other O t t . m s  d l z g e s  i n  t he  coun- 

t r y  inmediately north of Rope  117, one near t he  Pierre I h q u e t t e  Riv- 

e r ,  one on llr?lite River and two on the  Ku5kogen Rive r .  (pet. E L  &1, 

Dkt. a 6 ) .  

19. There a re  very few documentary references t o  Cnippewa In- 

dians wi thin  t h e  co-mtry near Royce ll?, and none de f in i t e ly  iden t i -  

"Journal of t h e  S k  ge ol' Fort Detroity1 noted under dzte of 32iy 21, 

1763, tha t :  

Cekaas, g r e a t  chief of the  Sau l tews  of Gkd r i v e r  
had a r r ived ,  according t o  Pontiacls  reqres t ,  with 
one hundred and twenty men of h i s  t r i be .  (bf. EX. 
5; Dkt. 146) 

and t h a t  same year George Crogm l i s t e d  among the  Indims a t tending a 

counci l  i n  De t ro i t  three  Chippewa chiefs 2nd 49'warriors 'fron t h e i r  

d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  b e t w 3  ( ~ e t r o i t )  and St. Jose$hg1. gef. Ex. U, 

Dkt. X 6 )  TWO years  l a t e r  a t rader  of t he  Ohio-Kississippi regicni 

wrote  t h a t  "pa r t  of the Chippewa ard the Pouteatzinzes l e f t  Fort S t .  

Josephs, i n  o rder  t o  s e t t l e  about the  I l l i no i s " .  ( ~ e f .  Ex. 11, Dkt, 

U6). Several  pears l a t e r  i n  1778 a ~ o t h z r  t rader  said t h a t  the C h i p  

- 
pewa were on "the upper (northern) F Z ~ S  of kk~f $ Z C > ~ C ~ - ?  0-- . " (D??. r;x. 

1, p. 253, I k t .  U 6 )  



tzwa) and GanteaU (Chippe:<a) f ron  Richil inzckinac,  ~:ir i tered n e m  o r  

=ouxi t he  Grand River 2nd l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e s  %he Chippew2 more par t rc-  

u l a r l j ~  2s  be i r c  'Ifrocl Thunder BayC, ( ~ e f .  EX. 1, p. Il9, 122). 

Other references t o  Chippewa Indians on t h e  GrzndRiver fail t o  place 

t h e a  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Royce 117, x i t h  t he  exceptioc of t h e  Iiemrd Jour- 

n a l  of 1793 which refers t o  two cabins of Chippsxa wintering nore  t'nan 

25 miles  northeast  of Royce 117. (Fdg. 15, suprr)  

20. Three noted anthropologists t e s t i f i e d  during the  t r d a F o f  

t he se  consolidated dockets. The defendant introduced t h e  tes t imony 

of D r .  Erminie blheeler Voegelin, present ly  Professor of History a t  

the  Universi ty of In6iaa, and a Zirector  of t h e  Ohio VaUey-Great 

Research Project ,  Her deta i led wr i t t en  repor t  concerning 3ne - -  

dian occupmcy of Royce 117 was introduced as defendant 's  Exhibit  No. . 

1, Docket 146, and the  h i s t o r i c a l  supporting documents a r e  i n  evidence, - 

The testimony of D r ,  kqthony IJallace, Research Associate Professor i n  . - 

t h e  Anthropology Departnent of the  Universi ty of Pennsrlvania, w a s  pre- 

s e ~ t e d  by the  Ci t i zen  B a d  of Potawatoni Indians, and the  p e t i t i o n e r s  

Chippevrz and Ottawa t r i b e s  introduced t h e  t es t i cony  of Dr .  h e r  C. 

S tevar t ,  p r e sen t l y  a Professor of Anthropology a t  t h e  Universi ty of 

of Colorado. 

D r .  Voegelin t e s t i f i e d  t ha t  when the United S t ~ t e s  extended t h e i r  

sovereignty  over t h i s  country i n  170̂ 3 the  Potawatomi.. were t h e  only In- 

d i ans  res id ing  along t he  St ,  Joseph Fiver; t h a t  they maintained t h e i r  



th-l Ottawa were then samer ing  and ra i s ing  corn a t  L1krSre Croche but  

hunting along the  Kuskogen, G r d  and Kalarrzzoo r ivers .  She s t z t e d  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  docw.ents of t h i s  period r e f e r  t o  Sa i l t eur  o r  Chippeca 

Indians being about Saginaw Bay, and t ha t  repor ts  of councils  t i i t h  t h e  

Ottawa and Potar.rato,ni contsin occasional references t o  an i l l i z n c e  be- 

tween the  t h r ee  Indian groups. 

From the  accumulated date, the  locat ion of I-arious v i l l ages ,  and 

t h e  topography of t he  country, which gave t h e  Sagimw Eay Chippwa ea sy  

access by way of t h e  &ple River t o  Royce 117, D r .  Voegelin concluded 

t h a t  from 1783 ,when occupvlcy within Royce 117 became c rys t a l l i z ed ,  t o  

were separate,  autonomous uni ts ;  t ha t  the  Ottawa occupied and used t h e  

nor thern por t ion of Royce 117 and the Potawatocli occu~ ied  and used t h e  

southern por t ion ( ~ r a n s .  p. 270)) Kith an intermixture i n  t he  c e n t r a l  

par€. (Trans. pp. 280-4) 

Dr. Wallace - described t he  Potawatoni a s  an Alzonquin lndian groEp 

which had been dr iven from Ylchigan ezr ly  i n  the  17th century bu t  re-  

turned between 1720 2nd 1760 znd had obtained exclusive posseesion of 

t h e  southern por t ion  of Royce 117 by 1765. He located vzr ious  Pota- 

watorni v i l l a g e s  w.ithin t h i s  area, one a t  the  mouth of S t .  Joseph River, 

one on t h e  S t .  Joseph nezr the present town of KFles, one on t h e  Czss- 

Van h r e n  county l i n e ,  one ]>ear Centerville i n  S t .  JoseGi County, one 

i~ northwestern Hi l lsdale  County, and one on the Kalvnazoo River i n  



an5 Pota::ztcni gatherip-, 

D r .  Wallacs was undecided vhether the  Ottzt;a at L1irbre Croche 

and t h e  Grmd River Otta:;.~ ?:ere Fdenticzl or  separate  groups. He be- 

l ieved t h e  northern por t ion of R q c e  117 vas exc1usi~:cl-y uszd and p3s- 

s e s s ~ , d  by Ottawa $ndiu~s  a f t e r  1'750, and t h a t  Potawatoliii. Indians ex- 

c lu s ive ly  used and possessed t he  southern port ion a f t e r  1765, althwagh 

Chip?ewa from Saginat.. Bay nay have ccne a s  far southwest a s  &"sine, 

Kichigan. D r .  Val lace  believed it was uncertain what Inclians ysed md 

occupied a doubtful  area  described as the  northern p a r t s  of i~a lmazoo  

znd Calhourl count ies ,  and the  ex-treme northwest por t ion  of Jackmn 

.reas v i t h i n  Royce U?, Ee said Ottav~a and P o t a ~ a t o x i  Indians had a 

s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a c t u r e  of the  h.dependent v i l l age  type when t he  

white m n  f i r s t  c-into t h i s  region. He t e s t i f i e d  t h e  northernmost 

v i l l age  of t h e  Grazci River Rtawa was bel iered t o  be i n  Oceana County, 

was n o t  c e r t a i n  of i t s  location,  of t h e  b i t e  of t he  t l f o r t  v i l l ageu  on 

t h e  Grand River, P r a i r i e  Village and G u l l  P r a i r i e  Village, ( ~ r a n s .  p, 94) 

but loca ted  and i den t i f ed  2s Ottawa eight v i l l age  s i t e s  t:ithin k y c e  

i17. He e x p l a i ~ e d  that h i s  iden t i f i ca t ion  of v i l l age  sitss res ted ~ r i -  

tively, t o  t h e  t r e a t y  date of 1821. 



R e l p i ~ g  q o n  ,?insdele s repor t ,  D r .  S t e ~ z r t  j-dentif i ed  a vi l lase  

c ? t  t h e  m u t h  of %-and Iii.rrer 2s Ot tma  ( ~ r z - s ,  p. 124) el?B by reference 

t o  Einsdale 2nd t h e  a u i t y  r o l l  of lE5& he i den t i f i ed  a v i l l age  ~t 

Grecd h p i d s  2s Otta~,-:a. (Trans, pp. 125, 127) YAs locat ion of a 

s i t e  at t h e  mouth of the  Tnorfiap@e Fiiver ~ e s t s  upm the 185& znnuity 

r o l l ;  the loca t ion  of one on Coldwater River w a s  based q o n  Hinsdale 

ba t  i t s  i den t i f i c z t i on  as Rt2r.i~ r e s t s  upon t he  1854 r o l l  and 

a repor t  t h a t  i n  1853 a Ottapia chief resided there.  - S o  v i l l ages  on 

t h e  mornapple River, on% i r aed i a t e ly  west of t h e  bou3Sary l i n e  b &- 

tween Royce 117 a d  Royce 111, and one j u s t  e a s t  of t ha t  l i n e ,  were 

i d e n t i f i e d  as Ottawa from the  1840 and 1854 v lnu i ty  r o l l s  (Trans. 

t i o n  f o r  these  trio v i l l ages  which he t e s t i f i e d  might have actuall3- 

been anywhere along t h e  Thornapple River. A v i l l age  which Hinsdale 

located i n  t h e  gene ra l  area of southeastern Ionia  County and iden t i -  

f i e d  as mixed Ottawa and Chippewa, was pronounced Cinippewa by Dr .  

Stewart although the  annuity r o l l  of 1.854 i nd i ca t e s  an Ottawa occu- 

pancy. l lh i l e  Dr. Stewart located t h i s  v i l l age  within Pcoyce 117 

h i s  map of t h e  a rea  (pet. Ex. 112, D!d. 13-I?), he t e s t i f i e d  it U Y  

have ac t u a i l y  stood at any fork of the  Thornz~ple  .River.  r ram. 
PP. 733-7) 

21. On k u p s t  29, 1821, a group of =taxi Indiaxs known as t he  

Grend 2iver Band or" Ottawa Indians resided. i n  the  southern FLchigan 

periinsula $bout t h e  Grand River. Said grolrp or  bad wzs wholly sep- 

z x t e  a;lc qirt f ron  other bands or  groups of Ot i~b . : a  1nd.ians occng;:ir;g 



-- L:.- :-, fd c g ~ n t r ; ~  :rsl-'i>- -.Z thlrn inclu.3.ing t h e  ~ e r e n t  bend a-l LIArbre Crazne, t 

fur-i ,L L1o:-,.;S . as  ari xi:toiiozsus, ir.5eperdent un i t ,  sepzrs-lely usixg, 

oecqy ing  a d  posse s s i l l  a defir&le area withir! b g c e  117 as herein- 

e f t e r  descriSed. 

22. F12 nixed ;roups of Po';x.mto:iii, Otta,xa a d  ChFppexa h c i i ~ i s  

r e s i d b g  x i t h i n  t h e  area  referred t o  herein  as Royce 117, an6 describ- 

ed i n  F i n d h g  No. 10  hereinabove, were groups or  r i l l a g e s  of the  St .  

Joseph Band of PotawatorL Indians v,%o had x f f i l i a t e d  or adopted mem- 

23. %e evidence fails t o  es tab l i sh  the claim of the  s t i t i o n e r s  

in Docket l3-I-:, Jmzs Strong, e t  a l . ,  t h a t  Sag ina~~ ,  Swan Creek and 

Black River bands of Chippewa Indians, or  e i t h e r  of then, on A u g ~ s t  

29, 1821, used or  held a d  possessed an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  land id=  ti- 
. . 
'.ed a s  Royce 117 and described i n  Finding No. 10 herehaSove. 

8 .  

24. On August 29, 1821, the  Grmd River Bad of Ottawa Ind i am . 

exc lus ive ly  used, occupied and possessed and had Indian t i t l e  t o  a 

t r a c t  of land bcunded on t he  south by t h e  Kalmazoo River from i t s  

rr,outh on Lzke E c h i g a n  t o  a point six rciles south of the  Ech igan  

Base Line where it in t e r s ec t s  t h e  south l i n e  of the t e r r i t o r y  ceded 

by t h e  t r e a t y  of Septezber 24, 1819, 7 Sta t ,  203; thence ves t  along 

s a i d  bollndary l i n e  t o  a point s i x ty  miles west of the  lfichigan f2ieri- 

d i m ,  which point  i s  the southt:est corner of the  t e r r i t o r y  ceded by 

said t r e a t y  of 1819; thence northeasterly a l o ~ z  t he  western l i n e  of 

t h e  1819 cess ion  t o  \+here such l i n e  crosses t he  m i n  branch of t he  

Grarxi River about two rAles west of S a r e n ~ c ,  I-5chigan; thence d o n g  



the m r t h  b?.:ik of t h e  Grand a v e r  t c  i t s  nznth on N:e ILchigel?; thence 

followin,= the  shore of L&e I!icliism souther ly  t o  the  p i n t  of be&- 

irg; and t o  a. t r a c t  of land bow-ded by a l h n ,  b e g i r i n g  a t  t h e  so-mce 

of t h e  Iialaiazoo River i n  Section 30, T::m~ship 4 South, F&,P~ 1 Y e s t  

of t h e  b.chigan Eeridian,  alld running tlience h e  east  t o  its ini;er- 

s e c t i o n  with t h e  west x f i e  of t h e  t r e a t y  c e s s i o n  of Noveziber 17, 1S07, 

7 S t e t ,  105; t h e ~ c e  north on such west l i n e  t o  a point six m i l e s  sou th  

of t h e  lIichlgan Base Ufie; thence west f ron t h a t  p i n t  on 2 l i z e  r.;hich 

i s  t h e  south l i n e  of t h e  T e r r i t o r y  ceded by t h e  t r e z t y  of  S e p t e m ~ e r  

24, 1819, 7 S t a t ,  203, t o  t h e  Kalmazoo River; thence up said river t o  

i t s  source, which i s  t h e  place of beginning. 

25, 92 hPs t  23, 1521, t h e  St.  Jose$ Eand. of P ~ t ~ i + a t o ~ L  k- 

dians  exc lus ive ly  used, occupied, possessed uld held I ~ d i a n  t i t l e  t o  

2 t r a c t  of l m d  bounded by  a l i n e  comencing at  a poirh on t h e  S t .  

Joseph River of M e  FYchigan, near t h e  Pat aux Vaches, due  ncr t h  of 

R w . ' s  V i l l aze ,  and running thence south t o  a l i n e  d r a m  due e a s t  

f r o z  t h e  southern extreme of Lake Kichiga; thence k ~ t h  s a i d  l i n e  

e a s t  t o  t h e  west l i n e  of t h e  t r a c t  ceded by t h e  Potariatorni t o  tf-e 

United S t a t e s  by t h e  Treaty of For t  Xeigs i n  1817, 7 Stat ,  160; 

:hence nor th  on s a i d  Line t o  t h e  northwest corner of si3-d t r a c t ;  

;hence east along the  na-. t h e r n  l i n e  thereof t o  t h e  northeast c o r r ~ e r  

rhere it i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  west l i n e  of the  t r e z t y  cession of Kmenber 

.?, 1807, 7 S t a t .  105; thence north on such west l i n e  t o  a point  dire 

a s t  of t h e  source of t h e  Ii&anazoo River i n  Section 30, Tmnship 4 South, 

ar .ge  1 'Jest of t h e  i 'ichigzn f<e:-idian; ar,3 t h e m e  xesi on a s t r a i g h t  



p a r a l l e l  t o  and s i x  p i l e s  south of the Kichiea Bzse 2r.e;  thence 

souther ly  d o n g  the  east shore of Iake Eichigan t o  t he  mmth of the  

S t .  Joseph River; thence up the St. Joseph River, along the  the  south 

bank thereof,  t o  t he  piace of beginning. 

26. Tne persons tho  a re  en t i t l ed  t o  par t ic ipate  i n  any award 

which may be hereaf ter  rendered i r i these  consolidated dockets or  

e i t h e r  of then, a r e  M t e d  t o  those individuals vho were nenbers 

o r  whose a m e s t o r s  were rnmbers of the Grand E v e r  Band of &tawa 

1-2 ' ~ ~ d a n s  as described in Finding or Faci; KO. 2: herein, o r  the St 

;eph Band of Potawatomi I n d l a s ,  as such .memberships exis ted on 

Au-gust 29, 1821. 

Chief Comissioner 
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