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THE WITE3 STAT3S OF AFISBICA, 



A. Abso.ham Z i e b a n ,  w i t h  
whom were J ~ c k  Joseph  and 
Ar thu r  Lazarus,  Jr., 
Attosnoys f o r  P e t i t i o n e m .  

F r a n c i s  J . Cla ry  , w i t h  
whom Was M r .  A s s i s t a n t  
At torney  General 
P e r r y  W .  Morton, 
At torneys  f o r  Defendant.  

QPINIOH OF THE COJBIs~~ 

OIMarr, Commissioner, d e l i v e r e d  t h e  opinion of t h e  Commission. 

The q u e s t i o n  presented f o r  d o t o r n i n a t i o n  i s  whether,  under t h e  Ind ian  

Claims C s r a i s s i o n  Act,  a co rpora t ion  formed uncles t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h e  

Oklahorna Ind ian  Wolfare Act of J m o  26, 1936 (49 S t a t .  1967)~ can  m a i n t a i n  

clafms f o r  o r  on behalf  of the  t r l b c s  -- P e o r i a ,  Wsa, Kaskaskia  and 

Piankeshaw -- growing out  o f  dealings and t r e a t i e s  wi th  dofondant.  

The name "Peor ia  Tr ibeH i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  op in ion  i n  two Ways. 

Where t h e  t r i b a l  name i s  us& Sn conb inz t ion  wi th  the  Wea, Kaskaskia  and 

Piankeshaw, we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  h i s t o r i c  P e o r i a  T r ibe .  The o t h e r  

r e f e r e n c e s  a r e ,  of course ,  t o  t h e  co rpo ra t e  e n t i t y ,  P e o r i a  T r ibe  of  I n d i a n s  

of Oklahoma. 

The P e o r i a  Tr ibe  of Indians  of  Oklahoms, a c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i s  a p a r t y  

p e t i t i o n e r  i n  each of t h e  ahove cases .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  peti- 

t i o n e r ,  i nd iv idua i  members of t h e  r e s p e c t l ~ s  t r i b e s  w e  joined as p e t i -  

t i o n e r s  who sue %a bohalfn of one o r  t ho  o t h e r  of t h e  t r i b e s  mentioned 






















