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The Comissj.on makes f i n d i n g s  of f ac t  2 s  follo17s: 

1. The p l a i n t i f f ,  the  Seminolc Nation of Indians ,  is  an i d e n t i f i a b l e  

group of h e s i c a n  Indi,ms r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  of t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  and has a t r i h a l  o r g a n i ~ a t ~ i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of s a i d  

Seminole Eakion, recognized as such by the  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r d  

Bef e n d m t  a8rln!i ts. 

2. The 320 a c r e  t r a , c t ,  known as the Xrnahaka t r a c t ,  involved  i n  this 

suit ,  mas t h e  proper ty  at the time of i ts  s e l e  am3 conveyancep of which 

complaint  is  mace, of the Seminole Nation zs e s t a 3 l i s h e d  by A r t i c l e  111 

of t h e  T r e a t y  of March 21, 1866, 

Defendant admits. 

3. The fo l lowing  desc r ibed  trwt of 320 a c r e s  of Seminole domain 

w a s  r e s e r v e d  and s e t  a s i d e  f o r  the %-.(a School: 

The South Ea l f  of  t he  North E a s t  g=st;er and t h e  South East 
u a r t e s  of Sec t ion  Seven (7 )  and the  South F i f t e e n  and 78/100 
?15.78) a c r s s  of L o t  Three ( 3 )  and Lots  S i x  ( 6 )  and Seven ( 7 )  of 
S e c t i o n  E igh t  ( 8 )  E a s t ,  of the  I n d i a  Base azd 1ieridia.a c o n t a i n i n g  
Three Eundrecl ! h e n t ~  (320) a c r e s  more o r  l e s s ,  as the  c a s e  m a y  be 
acco:rding t o  the United S t a t e s  Survey t h e r e o f ,  all i n  Seminole 
Comty ,  Okl&?oma, and the  land  wi th in  '2, /If,, R, €33, 



Def endm t admit s . 
4. In 1919 the 320 acre  Emahakn School t r a c t  w a s  a p ~ r a i s e d  by the  

United St&= Department of the I n t e r i o r  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  $16,700,00, which 

included $6.00 an ac re  f o r  o i l  and gas, and $2,000.00 f o r  improvements 

f o r  t h a t  p a r t  of the school bui lding r e s t i n g  on t h e  Seminole domain. 

In l e t t e r  dated January 23, 1920, t o  the  S u ~ e ~ i n t e n d e n t  of t he  

Five Civi l ized Tribes, lhuskogcc , Oklahoma, the United S t a t e s  O i l  Inspector 

s t a t e d  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t h i s  Emahah School t r a c t :  

" * * Should a vrell be completed by the  Producers and 
Refiners Corporation a t  the  above spec i f ied  1-ocation, t h i s  
t r a c t  mould probably s e l l ,  at publ ic  auction,  f o r  $25.00 p e r  
acre ,  o r  even more, depending upon condit ions at the t imeen 

The t e s t  wel l  of the Producers and Refiners Corporation, above 

re fe r red  to ,  mas being d r i l l e d  one and one-quarter miles n o ~ t h  of the  

E&&a School t r a c t  i n  the southwest corner of NE4 ~14 of Sect ion 

31-,33.-tZ., on the Phiney Bowlegs a l l o t m n t .  

Defendant admits. 

5. On k!ay 26, 1920, author i ty  was granted by t h e  I n t e r i o r  Depart- 

ment t o  t he  Superintendent of the Five Civil ized Tribes at  hiuskogee, 

Oklahoma, t o  s e l l  the Ernahaka School t r a c t  at publ ic  auction t o  t h e  high- 

e s t  b idder  under the provisions of t he  Act of April  30, 1908, 35 S t a t .  70, 

71, at not  l e s s  than the  appraised value. llhe o r ig ina l  appra i sa l  of 1919 

w a s  rev i sed  a d  the mineral value of t h i s  land vas increased from $6.00 

an a c r e  t o  $25.00 an acre,  so as t o  m a k e  a t o t a l  appra i sa l  of $222780.00e 

On July 31, 1920 t h i s  t r a c t  w a s  so ld  at  publ ic  auct ion a f t e r  t h e  givisg 

of pub l i c  no t ice  of said s a l e  t o  Walter Ferguson f o r  $27,280, 

The terms of sa id  s a l e ,  as disc losed by the  not ice  of s a l e ,  dated 

~ u n e  15, 1320 m d  other evidence i n  the record nas as folloms: 



"'GdRb!S: %enty-five per  cent of the parchase p r i c e  must be 
paid on the date of s a l e ,  255 i n  one year, and the balance i n  
two years from date of sa le ;  deferred installments t o  drav 5% 
i n t e r e s t ,  provided tha t  the e n t i r e  amount rnw be pa id  at m y  
time before the c q i r a t i o n  of one year ,  i f  so desired.  Patent 
w i l l  be issued immoQfately upon f u l l  payment. Should any pay- 
ment be not made when due, the s a l e  thereof may be canceled and 
the s igh t s  of the purchaser therein  declared f or fe i l ed ,  i n  the 
discret ion of the Secretary of the In te r ior , "  

Def endm t dai ts 

6. Ferguson ride the one-f ousth c x h  papwnts  of $6,820.00 at the  

time of the s a l e ,  and made no fur ther  p a ) ~ ~ i l t s ,  dthougla he had been 

repeatedly requested t o  remit t o  the Unitc3 Stc.tes o f f i c i a l s  the balance 

due on said  pnrchase pr ice .  

Defenda~t  admits, 

7. Although the s a l e  was subject  t o  em.ccblat.ion f o r  non-payment of 

the balaqce. of the purchase pr ice ,  the In te r ior  Departnent o f f i c i a l s  f a i l e a  

t o  cm-cel sa id  sale.  In the meantime, o i l  a c t i v i t y  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of 

t h i s  property great ly  increased, and the value of t h i s  property f o r  o i l  

and gas a l so  increased, 

The witness Col l ier  t e s t i f i e d  t'rrat he l i v e d  f o r  maq years  i n  the  

v i c in i ty  of the lmd involved herein acd l ived there i n  the 1920's when 
- - C.. ' \. 

o i l  a c t i v i t i e s  began and knew of the consideration payed f o r  l eases  on 

laad within the v i c in i ty  and, in f a c t ,  himself leased land i n  the v i c i n i t y  

of t h i s  t r a c t .  He t e s t i f i e d  to  having leased 80 acres  f o r  o i l  f o r  a bonus 

of $100.00 per acre azd he sold the surface of the sime l a n B  f o r  $100~00 

per acre. El5 said t h i s  leasing w a s  done i n  1922 or  1923. He said at the 

time he did this leasing there mas a great  d-eal of excitement and a c t i v i t y  

i n  a d  s e a r  the property involved i n  buying leases f o r  o i l  and gas. 




















