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FINDINGS OF TACT -- 

The Commission makes the' f olloving findings of f a c t  : 

1. The Muckleshoot Tribe, claimants herein,have been found by 

this  Connission t o  be an i d e r r t i f i d l e  groyp of Bnerican Indians within 

the m=aning'of the I n d i a  C l a i m  Comnission Act of August 13, 1946 (60 

S ta t .  1049; 25 U. S. Sec. 70(a)). A s  such they a re  e n t i t l e d  t o  n a i n t a h  

t h i s  cause of action. (see the findings of f a c t  and opinion rezldered 

by t h i s  Conmission i n  t h i s  same Docket Xo. 98 on ?ifay 14, 1953). The 

following findings are s~p1ementa .q  to  the above findings of May 14, 

2. In Claimants' Requested Finding Eo. 19 t i e  z rea  c la ined i s  

described as follows: 

Commencing a t  the southwest corner 03 Township 21 
Bange 5 EFJ; thence north through the western edge of 
the tom of AiLourn t o  the town of Pialachie; thence to  
tbe northvest ti? of Lake Cow; thence t o  the north ti? 
of Lake Sawyer; thence to the t o m  of Kangley; thence to  
the peak of M t .  Lindsay; thence t o  the peak of Goat Mountain; 
thence to  Staqede; thence along the crest  of Cascade Mountains 
t o  Naches Pass, to Chiaook Pass to  the peak of M t .  aainier ; 



thence north to  the headnaters of t5e West Fork of m i t e  Bver ;  
thence along the divide b e t ~ e e n  t r ibutar ies  to the m i t e  2iver 
and t r ibutar ies  to the P u y a l l q  River t o  a point one mile 
south of the town of BuckLeg; thence to  the place of beginning, 

. - - - consisting of 491,520 acres more or  less .  

3 The description of the area as given by claimmts '  witness, 

- M r .  Ballard, does not coincide with tha t  se t  fo r th  i n  clzinzx~ts '  re- 

quested Finding 19 ( ~ 1 .  "Ix. 25 ) but stops at laches Pass and tui-ns 

west t o  follow the course of the G~eennater River to  where i t  joins 

White 3iver and thence continues dom Thite Biver more o r  l e s s ,  t o  

the beginning. 

4, A t  the time of white contzct as indicated from the record, the 

Indians who evenhmlly becaze what i s  nom known a s  the biuckleshoot Tribe 

were living on and near the junction of the Green and White Rivers. 

Governor Stevens mentions several sub-group of the Duvanish i n  

1854, iacluding the Smal-ka-mish at the head of m i t e  River 2nd the 
L 

Skop-ah-nish on the mFer Green River, a d  Stzka.hish on the main m i t e  

: River. Governor Stevens estinated the pop la t ion  at that  t i n e  as follows: 

Smalkamish, 50; Skopdamish, p; and Stalrunish, 30, making a t o t d  of 130. 

D r .  George GYIbs mentions, among others, the Skopahish, Skltehlnish,  

and SttKamish as lying won the lakes and brvlches of mamish River. 

The Dwanish River was fomed i n  par t  by the m i t e  and Green Xvers .  

t r ibes  in  the western d i s t r i c t  of Washington Territo-ry i2 1854 a d  he 

there l i s t s  the Sd-ka-mish, on head of %hi t e  E v e r ,  with a po'pnlation 

of g; the Sko~e-ah-~ish, on head of Greea Xiver, pogulation 50; a d  

the Sz-ka-mish, on main Vnite Biver, ~opu la t ion  30, making a t o t a l  of 88. 



Schoolcraft noted several M a n i s h  g r o u ~ s  which included 

the White and Green Biqers. . . 

,5. llLe names of three bands on the Point E l l i o t t  Weaty 

those on 

were 

Smalk-kahmish, Skope-ah-mish, and St-kP-mish. These bands did not 

sign the t reaty ,  however. (12 Stat .  927, 2 Xa~p, 669). 

There i s  indicated on Defendat ' s  Exhibit 18, a ma? dram by o r  

at the order of Gov, Stevens i n  Harch 1857, three  bands o r  g r o u ~ s  

surrocnding the Muckleshoot Reservat ion. &se are  the StlKmish, 

Scope-ahmish, and the Sma-lk-hmish. !They a r e  within the area clzined. 

Myron Eel l s ,  a missionaryy writing i n  1887, mentions the q - r i v e r  

Duwamish, including the Skopahmish, Sl' telmish, and St  'kahmisb, 

According t o  the Handbook of American Indiuls, Vol. 2, tne 

Skt t e h i s h  were located on 3uwamish L&e and River vhich wo&d aT?ear 
L 

t o  make them lower river Indiens. 

6. The Indians &o.vere known as the Green River Inaians aqd the 

m i t e  River Indians, as geograghicd designations, were also h o r n  by 

various other nanes. The Green River b v d s  o r  g r o q s  were c d l e d  

Skopamish, Sito-pabsh, o r  Skopeanish, and the Fliskap, Neccope, Besco?e, 

o r  Rooscope. 

The m i t e  River bands or grouy were cal led Srnullcamish, S'WShco, 

Saalh-k&-ztish, Smulcoe, or Sobal-ack, Kliki  t a t s ,  Niskaps , 2nd S ' l o ~ a ~ ~ i  sh. 

In addition there were other q e l l i n g s  of the r e s ~ e c t i v e  names of 

these g r o q s  a d  their  sukordinafe bands. I t  w a s  t e s t i f i e d  t o  by 

M r .  B a l l a d ,  clai;;lantsl witness, that a f t e r  considering al l  the s ~ e l l i n g s  

mentioned above, and possibly others, the n a e s  Skopamish and Snulkasish 

r e ~ r e s e n t e d  a l l  of then and that these tzo g r o q s  z r e  both idea t i f i ab l s  



a s  present  d a y  Muckleshoots. 

7. The use of the  term Liuckfeshoot f irst  a ~ p e a r e d  as a rime f o r  

t he  Indians res id ing  on t he  L!icl;leshoot reservat ion about 1868 rhea '  

Superintendent McKenney s t a t e d  as follows: 

The Xuckleshoots o c q y  the old mi l i t a ry  reservat ion 
l y i n g  betvree~l the White and Green Rivers, * * *, 

Thereafter,  i n  1870, these Indians were f i r s t  r e f e r r ed  t o  as the  

Muckleshoot Tribe. - 
8. !fhe bfuckleshoot Reservation m a s  no t  es tabl ished as a r e s u l t  

of the  Point  E l l i o t t  Treaty (12 Sta t .  927) o r  t he  bfedicine Creek 

Treaty (10 S t a t .  1132), but  as. the r e s u l t  of a l a t e r  meeting at Fox 

I s land  between Governor Stevens md the  p r inc ipa l  men of the Nisquzlly, 

Governor St evens recommended the  es t a b l i s h e n t  'of a new reservat ion 

on Mucklesh~ot Pra i r ie .  The President  approved the  reconzendztion on 

January 20, 1857 (I Kac~- 919). On &ril 9 ,  1874, the reservat ion mas 

given d e f i n i t e  netes and bounds by Executive Order. I t  consis ted  of 

3,532.72' acres. 

9. Upon the establishment of the Huc?d.eshoot Reservation on 

January 20, 1857, ce r ta in  of  the Indiens i n  the v i c i n i t y  were removed 

there to .  The contemporary r q o r t  of'Agent Browne with r e l a t i o n  t o  the 

I cd iv l s  placed on the resex-vztion appears to  be i n  e r ro r .  He s t z t e s :  

.,.another post  was  established daring the war at 
Muckleshoot, a point in the i n t e r i o r ,  about 25 n i l e s  
from Steilacoom, A t  that s t a t i o n  were co l l ec ted  some 
300 of the nost troublesone I n d i a s ,  cons i s t ing  o f  
Upper Pugallu?s, t h e  Booscooges, and Green River Indians. 


















