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f
L FINDINGS OF FACT
o ! The Commission makes the following Findings of Fact:
'5.”1{i.“f»f 1. The Ottawa Indians are, ethnologically speaking, of Algcnguin 3tosk.

'f} % The wozd Cttawa is an Indian word meaning "trader" and is the term uszd by

" oczer Iadiars and white men after the first contact to identify those Indians
¢z th: ilgonquin race with linguistic and cultural characteriszics zné of a
common ancestry whlch diéfEren:iate said Indians from other Algoaguins such

as the Ciippewa and Pottawatomie Iadians who were also Algoaquins. (See
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Deft's Ex. 31; Testimony of Kimietz, Tr. pp. 102, 1C3).

2. Tae earliest known coatact made by white men with that group of
Algonquin Indians which became known as Ottawas, occurred in the year 1615
when Szmuel de Champlain, a Frenchman, visited them in the area south or
southwest of Georgian Bay. Champlain czlled them the 'Cheveux Releves''
or "High Hairs," and reported them to be a nmumerous people who "have severs
chiefs who take command, each im his own distsiet." (Ses Deft's. Ex. 12).

3. Ia the early contact period, that is, during the 17th cextury, as
many as seven Cttawa Tribes of Indians are meationed by historiazms. Tae

tribes of Ottawas most frequently mextioned during that period were four iz
number; -the Kiskakoans, the Cttawas du Sable, the Ottawa-Sinago, aad the
"people oI the Fork." Taese four divisions of Cttawaz Iadians were indis-
crzizinetaly referzred to by contamporary writars ia the confact period
Nztions, Tribes, and Bands. 3Beginring with the last half of the 18th cexztu
such’denom&a.-lons of the Ottawa Indians bacame extant and tue various grou
and baads of Ottawa Indians began to be kaown by their geographic locatioz
rather than by their totemic, or clam, designations. Even during the early
conzact period certain bands or tribes of Ctitawas were known solely by thei
gzogrzphic ames such as the Cttawas du Sable and thz "people of tae Fork."
(See Def:'s. Exs. 14, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 26, 27 and 28).

&, Although oné discovers, in cdocuments —elative to the early contact
period and in documexts pertaining Lo tae early transactions between tze
United States and the Indians, the use of the words "Ottawa Natioa" or
""Cizawa ITribe' there is no réco:d existing to establish the fact thac ther:
ever existed an over-all Ottawa Nation or Tribe, embracing witzin %fis fielc

oI sovereign.y all tribes, baands, or groups of Ottawa Indians in the U
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States, or which possessed a continuity of collective or communal existence
with a common leadership and which evidenced an exercise of political au-
thevity over all Ottawa Indians. (Sec Testimony of Kinietz, Tr. pp. 95, 96,
7, 104, 111, 112, 113, 114, 130, 131, 132, 133 and 134}.
5. Thc documentation of thie history of the Ottawa Indians from their
Zirst contact with white men to the present time illustrates vividly the
civision of the Ottawa Indians into secparate and independent tribes, bands
aid groups which were wholly autonomous in their political actione and
siher movements. At the beginning of the 19th ceatury there was no polite
ical coanection between the Ottawa Indians in the northwestern section
cr the lower peninsula of Michigan with the Cttawa Indiens on the Maumee
according to an interview Heary R. Schoolcraft, a noted authority, had
with an Ottawa Indian of Northern Michigan. In 1821 the Grand River
writawas, who were located along that rwiver in southwestern Michigan,
through their chief, spezlking aﬁ the treaty council considering the Treaty
o August 29, 1821, complained that the Grand River Oitewas had no part
in the treaties whersby the Ottawas of the Maumee had ceded their claimed
interest in lands. (See Deft's. Exs. 1, 3, 12, 18, 23, 24, 25, 27 and 28).
6. When the United States first treated with the Indians with
t3 berders, beginning in 1785, the Ottawa Indians of the Northwest Terri~
Lory were scattered in independent bands and groupé cver an immense terri-
tory in the area of the Greatr Loces, Along the Maumee River and its tribu-

zarie. in Ohio were the Ottavas xnowa as the Otitavas of the Mauwece, or the
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were located in the vicinity of the Grand River in Michigan; while
till others had settled further south as far as the Saint Joseph River,
iz. the southwestern part of Michigan. There were also a few Ottawas who
had found their way into Wisconsin and Noxtheasterm Illinois. A small
part of the Ottawas were also 10ca.ed in Canada on Manitoulin and Walpole
islznds. (See Deft's. Ex. 31).
7. From 1785 to 1867, the Ottawa Indians were parties to numerous
trezties with the United States. Tie terminology of the -treaties variously
referred to the groups or bands of Cttawa Indians so treating with tie
United States as the "Ottawa Nation," the "Ottawa Tribe" or the treaties
mentioned specifically the bands or groups parties to the treaty. In
addizion, Ottawa Indians are mextioned in other treaties as affiliated with
certain groups such as the ''Uzited Tiribes of Ottawas, Chipawas, and Polto-
watcmees, residing on the Illinois and Melwakee rivers, and their watersY;
the "Uaited Nazions of Chippewa, Ottawa and Potawatomie Indians, of the
waters of the Illinoi Milwaukee, aad Manitoouck Rivers'"; and the '"United
Nation of Chippewa, Ottawa and Potawatomie Indians.” In two other treaties
groups or bands of Ottawa Indians are referred to as being affiliated with
other tribes or bands. (See Treaties).
8. Tzhe available definite information as to the location of the lands
ceded by the Treaties of August 3, 1795, July 4, 1805, November 17, 1807,
epzember 29, 1817, and August 29, 1821, together with an analysis of the
provisions of sald treaties and a comparison of the Indian signatories
To sald izeaties makes it clear t at £hese negotiations were exccuted by

certaln bands or groups of Ottawa Indians rather than by an Ottawa Nation

e e n (= m s o o caia s mom b e 8 o 7
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m,

or Tribe embracing within its authority all Ottawa Indians in the United
States. (See Treaties).
9. The following annuities were payable to the Ottawa Indians under

tae treaties listed below as of the year 1822:

Treaty Annuity Type
Avgust 3, 1795 $1,000 Permanent
November 17, 1807 5 800 Permanent

September 29, 1817 $1,000 i5 years
Sepzember 17, 1818 $1,500 Permarnent
Augusz 29, 1821 $1,000 Permanexnt
(See treaties).
10. The records of the Coverament available for study at this <ime
£z1l to disclose the amounts disbursed for Cttawa annuities from 1796 to
10ll, The wecords from 1812 to 1820 indicate only th:at cisbursemenis wezre
made for the Ottawa Triba or Natiom witlinut disclosing the specific bands
or groups of Cttawa Indians receiving said amnuities. Begimning with the
vear 1521 to 18862 disbursements are shown as naving bean made to two zroups
of Qttawas. Ozne group was identiliied as the Ottawas residiig on the CGrand
River in Michigan and the otizer group was ascertained to be the Gttawas
residing on the Miami (Maumee) River and its tributary streams iz Chio, or
the Otltawas of the Maumee, Blanchard's Fork, Auglaize and Roche de Boeuf.
{Secc Defs's, Ex, 5).
L1, The records of the Gemeral Accountiag O0ffice of the Uanited States
disclose <hat in the yesr 1821 the CGrand River‘Ba;d £ Ottawas in the
tate of Michizan receivcd an aarwily paymeat of.$700.00 while the Ootawas
of the Maumee, Blanchard's Fork and Rocae de Beoeuf received an snaully pay-

-

ment of $3,600.00, Im 1822 the anauities of the CGrand River Band of Ottawas
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were increased to $1,700.00 following the Treaty of August 29, 1821,
while the annuities of the Ottawas of the ﬁaumee, Blanchard's Fork and
Roche de Boeuf remained $3,600.00. In 1834, the annuities paid to
the Ottawas of the Maumee, Blanchard's Fork and Roche de Boeuf were
reduced $1,000.00 to $2,600.00 when the fifteem-year annuity payable
uader the Treaty of September 29, 1817, (7 Stat. 160; II Kapp. 145)
to the Ottawa Tribe elapsed. (See Deft's. Ex. 5).

12. The records of the Goverament disclose that only two groups
of Ottawa Indians were the recipients of annuities from the United States
in the year 1821. They were the Ottawas of the Grand River in what is
now the State of Michigan and the Ottawas of Ohio, or the Ottawas of the
Maumee, Blanchard's Fork and Roche de Boeuf. Documentary proof also dis-
cloges that prior to 1820 the Grand Rivexr Ottawas had not been receiving
any annuities nor had any of the other bands of Ottawa Indians in Michigan
been receiving anauities. (See Deft's. Exs. 1 and 5).

13. The Ottawa Indians, who were parties to the Treaties of August 3,
1795, July 4, 1805, November 17, 1807, September 29, 1817, and September 18
1818, and who were thereafter recognized as having the 'larger iaterest
in the Ctiawa annuities provided by said treaties, were those bands and
groups of Qttawas known as the Otlawas of the Maumee, Blanchard's Fork,
Avglaiza and Roche de Boeuf (whose successors in interest are the peti-
ziozers in Docket: 133). (See Testimonmy of William Vermoa Kinletz, Ir.

p. 157; also, treaties of Auvgust 30, 1831 (7 Stat. 359); Febr. 18, 1833
(7 Szat. 4£20); June 24, 1862 (12 Stat. 1237); and Febr. 23, 1867 (15 Stat.

513, 5173).
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14. The Ottawa Indians who were parties to the Treaty of August 29,
1321, and who were thercafter recognized as having the right - the
entire Ottawa annuity provided by said treaﬁy; were those Ottawas wkuowa
as tiue Ottawas of Grand River im Michigan. This group also participated
in previous adhwities. (See Fimdings Nos, 11 and 12). Their successors
in interest are the petitiomners in Dockets 40-B, C, D, E and F, (See
Claimant's Exs. 1 and 2, and Defendant's Ex. 3).

15. The treaties executed by the Citawas and other Indiams with
the United States of dates August 3, 1795 (7 Szat. 49); July &4, 1805-

{7 Sta=. 87); Nov. 17, 1807 (7 Stat. 105); Nov. 25, 1808 (7 Stat. 112);
Sep. 29, 1817 (7 Sta:. 160); Sep. 17, 1818 (7 Stat. 178); Aug. 29, 1821

(7 Stat. 218); Aug. 30, 1831 (7 Stat. 329); Febr. 18, 1833 (7 Stat. 420);
July 31, 1855 (11 Séat. 621); June 24, 1852 (12 Stat. 1237); aud Fedr. 23,
1867 (15 état. 513), by reference are a part of the record and are Lhereby
mzde a part of these Findings of Fact.

16. Defendant's Exhibit No. 5 in its entirety, by Tefereance is
Leredby made a part of these Findings.

17. The evidence shows that the Ottawa Iandians were not recognized
as a single political eality; and all the lands ceded by the varilous
trezties were not owned by the Ottawa Nation as a single entity, but
whatever ownershiip was had and vwhatever right of cession existed was in
specific bands or groups of Ottawa Indlians,

18. Claims are now maintaineble oaly by thé successors in interest

of the respective bands of Ottawas, and recoveries are to be had, if any,
to the extent of the inierest or ownership by wucoa respective bands of
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the lazds involved and made the basis of claims. Such interests gre
determinzble only after the introduction of evidence upon the trial of
the cases ‘on their merits; awards, if any, will be made to the respectivc

bands if the liability of the defendant is shown to exist.





