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FINDINGS OF FACT 

The Commission makes t h e  following f indings  of f a c t :  

1. The i e t i t i o n e r  , The Seminole Nation of Indians,  is  a t r i b e  

of American Indians res id ing wi th in  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t e s  of t h e  

u n i t e h  S ta tes ,  a~ ld  has a t r i b a l  organizat ion represen ta t ive  of s a i d  

Seminole Nation, recognized a s  such by the-Secretary of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  

2. By A r t i c l e  15 of t h e  t r e a t y  between the un i t ed  S t a t e s  and 

t h e  Seminole Nation, dated August 7 ,  1856, it was agreed: 

* * * T3e Seminoles s h a l l  be secured i n  t h e  
unres t r i c t ed  r i g h t  of self-government and f u l l  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  over persons and property wi th in  t h e i r  * * * 
limits. 



Following t h e  C i v i l  War, during wSich the  Seminoles threw o f f  

t h e i r  a l l eg iance  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and entered i n t o  a t r e a t y  with 

t h e  Confederacy, t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  Nation entered i n t o  a 

treaty dated  March 21, 1866, i n  which t h e  foregoing r i g h t s  of self- 

government vere reaffirmed.  

At a l l  times h e r e i n a f t e r  mentioned the  p e t i t i o n e r  was a self- 

governing t r i b e  with a l e g i s l a t i v e  body composed of  42 members which 

was known as t h e  General Council. (Ex. 61, p. 2). 

3. On Apri l  23, 1897 (Ex. 13 (b)) the  General Council (sometimes 

r e f e r r e d  t o  as National Council) of t h e  Seminole Nation passed an a c t  

containing t h e  following provis ions  : 

SECTION 1. That A. J. Brown, Thos. McGeisey, Thos. 
Factor ,  W. L: Joseph and Dorsey F i f e  be and a r e  hereby 
appointed a s  Townsite Commissioners f o r  the  Seminole Nation, 
and t h e i r  term of o f f i c e  s h a l l  continue f o r  f o u r  yea rs  and 
u n t i l  t h e i r  successors a r e  appointed by the  General Council 
and qua l i f i ed .  * * * 

SEC. ~ 2 .  That s a i d  Commission s h a l l  s e l e c t  a s u i t a b l e  
t r a c t  or t r a c t s  of land i n  t h e  Seminole Nation, not  exceeding 
six hundred and for ty '  ac res ,  f o r  a town t o  be known and 
designated as Wewoka. And when se lec ted  the  s a i d  commissioners 
s h a l l  cause the  same t o  be surveyed and divided i n t o  l o t s ,  

! blocks, s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s  of s u i t a b l e  width and s i z e  f o r  
res idence  and building purpos'es, and have the  same numbered 
and p l a t t e d  according t o  t h e  usual  plan adopted by t h e  United 
S t a t e s  f o r  laying out  and es tab l i sh ing  t o m s i t e s .  * * *  

SEC. 3. Should any o r  a l l  of the  lands s e l e c t e d  by s a i d  
Commission f o r  purposes he re in  mentioned, be owiied, occupied, 
o r  claimed by any member of t h e  Seminole Nation f o r  business,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  or  grazing purposes, or a s  a home o r  f o r  any 
other  legi t imate  purpose, then, and i n  t h a t  event ,  t h e  s a i d  
commission s h a l l  before enter ing upon such land, f o r  the  purpose 
of using them as  a townsite, make and enter  i n t o  a con t rac t  6 r .  
agreement with such person o r  persons, fo r  t h e  rel inquishment 
of t h e i r  r i g h t  and t i t l e  t o  the  same, and i n  considera t ion 
thereof,  the  s a i d  commissioners s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t ,  and they 



a r e  hereby empowered t o  g ran t  and re l s3qu i sS  t o  such person 
o r  persons, owaing, occupyirg o r  claiming s a i d  lands, an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  s a i d  t o m ,  equivalent  t o  one-fourth t h e  e n t i r e  
number of ac res ,  which they may own, occupy o r  claim, provided 
t h a t  such person or  persons s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  and p r i v i l e g e  
of s e l e c t i a g  i n  s a i d  t o m  the  s a i d  one-fourth i n t e r e s t ,  sub jec t  
t o  t h e  approval of t h e  s a i d  commission, which s e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  
include any bui ld ings  t h a t  may at  the  time belong t o  such 
persoa o r  persons. 

SEC. 4. T i a t  a desc r ip t ion  of the  t r a c t s  of l=d which 
may be  s e l e c t e d  by s a i d  Commissioaers f o r  t h e  purpose a fo resa id ,  
accordicg t o  t h e  3n i t ed  S t a t e s  survey of t k e  same, s h a l l  be re -  
ported t o  t h e  Haticxal  Co-incil with a p l a t  of *e tam, showing 
t h e  survey of t h e  same i n t o  l o t s ,  blocks, s t r e e t s  and a l l e y s ,  
and a l s o  t h e  blocks o r  squares f o r  parks and pub l ic  bu i ld ings ,  
whereupon t h e  p res idea t  and sec re ta ry  of t h e  s a i d  National 
Coimcil, with the  approval of the  p r i n c i p a l  chief  of t h e  Seminole 
Natioa, s5all convey t h e  t r a c t s  of land s o  s e l e c t e d  aad repor ted  
i n  t r u s t  t o  the  s a i d  Commissioners, who s h a l l  have t h e  genera l  
management of the  s a i d  town. 

The s a i d  Commission s h a l l  have power.to s e l l  o r  l ease  t h e  
s a i d  t o m  l o t s  upon such terms and condi t ions  and f o r  such con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  as  tkey may deem proper, and t o  execute l eases  a s  i n  
t h e i r  judgmezt may be f o r  t h e  bese i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  s a i d  town, 
the  Semiaole Nation and people. Provided, t h a t  no s a l e  s h a l l  be 
made t o  non-ci t izens,  whether Indians by blood o r  otherwise,  u n t i l  
t h e  t r i b a l  orgaxizat ion as  such s h a l l  cease t o  e x i s t ,  and provided 
t h a t  no t r a s f e r  of the  t i t l e  of l o t s  s h a l l  be made t o  any persoa 
o r  persoas except cpon the condit ion t h a t  a bu i ld ing  or  bui ld ings ,  
or  o tke r  valuable  inprovemeats s h a l l  be e rec ted  thereon wi th in  
six months from date  of lease  o r  purchase of such l o t  o r  l o t s .  
Provided, t h a t  s a i d  Commissioners may i n  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n ,  f o r  
good cause shown, extend the  time f o r  the  completion of such 

' bui ld ing,  buildings o r  improvements. 

4 .  P u r s c m t  t o  t - e  A c t  of Apr i l  23, 1897, s e t  f o r t h  i n  Finding 

No. 3,  t h e  Townsite Commissioners named t h e r e i n ,  s e l e c t e d  640 a c r e s  of 

Seminole land aad caused t h e  same t o  be surveyed and p l a t t e d  i n t o  4234 

l o t s .  (Ex. 59) . - Tie t r a c t  se lec ted  was acquired from A. J. arown, one 

of the  townsite Comissioners,  who, under Section 3 of s a i d  a c t  was 

e n t i t l e d  t o  one-foiurth i n t e r e s t  i n  the  townsite.  

The Council of the  Nation approved the  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a c t  

and the survey a d  p l a t  thereof on t h e  7th day of J u l y ,  1897, and on 



1 
5 

i 
-. ? - -. : t h e  same day caused t h e  t r a c t  t o  be conveyed t o  t h e  T o m i t e  Commissioners 

in  t r u s t  f o r  t h e  uses and purposes s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  A c t  of Apri l  23, 1897. 

(Ex. 8, e n t r i e s  2 and 3 ) .  

5. On December 22, 1897, the  Townsite Commissioners (excepting 

A. J. Brown) conveyed p a r t  of t h e  townsite of Wewoka t o  s a i d  A. J. Brown, 

and on the same day a11 of t h e  Townsite Commissioners conveyed t o  John F. 

Brown (brother of A. J. Brows) and s a i d  A. J. Brown, c e r t a i n  addi t ional  

l o t s  and p a r c e l s  of s a i d  townsite, s o  t h a t  s a i d  John F. and A. J. Brown 

acquired 1102 l o t s  of s a i d  townsite. Said conveyances were by deeds and 

it was r e c i t e d  t h e r e i n  t h a t  t h e  grantees "held o r  claimed a p a r t  of t h e  
- 

Lands se lec ted  fo r  t h e  town of Wewoka, i n  l i e u  of t h e  lands s o  held  by 
< .  

him (or them) under Section 3 of s a i d  a c t  of t h e  Semicole General Council 

I Apri l  23, 1897 ." Said conveyances a l s o  contained t h i s  provislon: "Subject 

; t o  t h e  terms, condit ions and l imi ta t ions  of s a i d  a c t  of the  General Council . 
, of t h e  Seminole Nation passed and approved Apr i l  23, 1897." I n  the  deed t o  

, John F. and A, J. Brown those grantees accepted t h e  condit ions and limi- 

' t a t i o n s  expressed there in .  A t  t he  time of s a i d  last-meationed conveyance 

one of t h e  grantees,  John F. Brown, w a s  p r i n c i p a l  chief  of the  Seminole 

: Nation. (Ex. 8, e n t r i e s  4 and 5).  

6. O n  December 16, 1897, the  United S t a t e s  and t h e  Seminole Nation 

concluded an agreement, general ly re fe r red  t o  a s  t h e  Dawes Agreement, 
. ! 

i 

- .  ! providing, among other  things,  fo r  the  allotment of t h e  Seminole t r i b a l  
.. . -. j 

I . lands; it a l s o  con ta ined these  provisions: 

. . The townsite of Wewoka s h a l l  be control led  and disposed 
of according t o  the provisions of aa ac t  of t h e  General 

I Council of t h e  Seminole Nation, approved Apri l  23d, 1897, 
r e l a t i v e  there to ;  and on extinguishment of the  t r i b a l  govern- 

? ment, deeds of conveyance s h a l l  i ssue  t o  owners of l o t s  as  



here in  provided f o r  a l l o t t e e s ;  and a l l  l o t s  remaining unsold 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  may be so ld  i n  sxch ma=er 2s may be prescribed 
by t h e  Secretary of t h e  I n t e r i o r .  

This agreement w a s  approved by t h e  Seminole General Cocncil on December 

29, 1897 (Ex. 8, ent ry  6) ,  but was not  r a t i f i e d  by Congress u n t i l  July I, 

1898, 30 S t a t .  567. (Ex. 8, en t ry  6). 

7 .  In February, 1900, John F. Brown, who was then p r i n c i p a l  ch ie f  

of t h e  Seminole Nation, scbmitted t o  t h e  T o m s i t e  Commission a proposi- 

t i o n  oa  behalf of himself and h i s  brother ,  A. J. Brown, t o  purchase a l l  

of t h e  unsold l o t s  i n  the  Wewoka t o m s i t e  f o r  the  s-an of $12,000. This  

proposit ion was accepted by the Townsite Commission and on February 12, 

1900, t h e  Townsite Commissioners, including A. J. Brown, conveyed " a l l  

the  l o t s  i n  the  town of Wewoka, Indian Ter r i to ry ,  which appear of record  

as being u ~ s o l d  or  otSerwise disposed of" t o  John F. Brown. 

This conveyance contained t h i s  provis ion : 

Subject t o  the  conditions named i n  s a i d  Act a s  t o  
blocks f o r  parks and public bui ld ings ,  t h e  s a i d  John F. 
Brown wt being required,  however, t o  e r e c t  bu i ld ings  
o r  improvements on the  property h e r e i n  conveyed except 
as t o  him seems reasonable and p rac t i cab le ,  but  f o r  good 
cause shorn t o  us no d e f i n i t e  time i s  named wit5i;l  which 
bui ld iags  o r  improvements s h a l l  be p laced on s a i d  l o t s ,  
and t h e  same is  hereby i n d e f i n i t e l y  extended. 

And s a i d  conveyance was approved by t h e  General Council of t h e  Seminole 

Nation on April 18, 1900 by the  following r e s o l u t i o n  adopted by t h e  
. .. 

General Council: 

Resolved, by t h e  Geaeral Council of t h e  Seminole 
Nation, t h i s  day i n  spec ia l  session.  Tiiat the  c o a t r a c t  and 
s a l e  made t o  John F. Brow, whereby t h e  t o m  of Wewoka, I. 
T., w a s  sold t o  sa id  J o h  F. Brown, by the  Town-site Com- 
missioaers,  A. J. Brown, Dorsey F i fe ,  Tilomas McGeisey and 
James H. Johnson, bearing date  February 12th, A, D .  1900, 
f o r  Twelve-Thousald Dollars, be and hereby is accepted 
and r a t  i f  ied .  

Resolved fu r the r ,  tha t  the  sum of Twelve Thousand 



Brown, adopted an a c t  which reads a s  follows: 

A N  A C T  
of 

TRE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE SEMNOLE NATION. 

Dollars, s o  accepted, is hereby ordered t o  be added to ' . the 
next ins ta l lment  sf annuity, due and payable per  c a p i t a  t o  
Seminoles, and s h a l l  be s o  paid  by t h e  Treasurer  of the 
Seminole Nation. . 

The General Council accepted t h e  considera t ion of $12,000 and it 

vas d i s t r i b u t e d  per c a p i t a  t o  t h e  members of t h e  Nation. (Ex. 28). 

8. On March 20, 1900, John F. Brown conveyed t o  A. J. Brown an 

undivided h a l f  i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l  t h e  unsold l o t s  i n  t h e  town of Wewdka, 

and on June 5 ,  1901, a deed s p e c i f i c a l l y  descr ib ing t h e  l o t s  conveyed 

by the  deed of March 20, 1900, was  executed by s a i d  J8hn F. Brown. 

(Ex. 8 e n t r i e s  11 and 12). 

9. I n  October and December, 1903, the  General Council of t h e  

Seminole Nation conducted an inves t iga t ion  of t h e  handling of t h e  

Wewoka townsite by t h e  Townsite Commission and on December 16, 1903, 

a f t e r  examining members of the  Townsite Commission, including A. J. 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Council of t h e  Seminole 
Nation, assembled i n  Special  Session a t  Wewoka, I. T., on 
'&is the sfxtkenth:..daj- of:..December,. A. :ID, ,... 1903 ; 'Thllt. t h e  
s a l e  of t h e  Townsite of Wewoka by the  Townsite Cammission 
was done i n  accordance with t h e  law governing t h e  same. 

ADOPTED, t h i s  16th day of December, 1903. 

Okkoseke Mil ler  
Chairman of t h e  Council. 

T. S. McGeisev 
Clerk of the Council. 
Approved t h i s  17th day of December, 1903. 

Hulputta 
h i s  

x Micco 
mark 

Pr incipal  Chief of t h e  Seminole 
Nation. 

A t t e s t  
A. S. McKennon 
Jas . H. Johnson 

24 and 25) 



LO. A s  shown at  a hearing be fore  t h e  Subconrmittee of t h e  Committee 

on Indian Affairs of the United S t a t e s  Senate (Ex. 2, pp. 90-93), t h e r e  

was under considera t ion an amendment t o  a b i l l  f o r  an appropr ia t ion  f o r  

t h e  current  and contingent  expenses of the  Indian Department. The pur- 

pose of t h e  amendment w a s  t o  r a t i f y  and confirm t h e  a c t i o n  of the  General 

-Council of t h e  Seminole Nation of Apr i l  18, 1900. (Finding 7) .  A t  t h a t  

hearing it was s t a t e d  t h a t  the purpose of t h e  amendment was t o  s e t t l e  

the  t i t l e  t o  t h e  land i n  the  Wewoka townsite. The fol lowing ac t  was 

t h e r e a f t e r  adopted and approved on March 3 ,  1905 (33 S t a t .  1048, 1088): 

That  t h e  reso lu t ion  of t h e  Seminole Council, passed 
and approved on Apr i l  eighteenth,  n ineteen hundred, accepting 
and r a t i f y i n g  t h e  contrac t  and s a l e  made by t h e  Seminole townsite 
commissioners t o  John F. Brown, of t h e  unsold l o t s  i n  the  town 
of Wewoka, Indian Terr i tory ,  f o r  the  sum of. twelve thousand 
d o l l a r s ,  and a l s o  providing f o r  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  sa id  
money among t h e  Seminole people per cap i t a ,  be, and the  same 
is hereby, r a t  i f  i ed  and conf inned." 

EDGAR E.  WITT 
Chief Commissioner 

LOUIS J .  O'MARR 
Associate Commissioner 

WM. M. HOLT 
Associate Commissioner 




