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BZZ'OBE TRE INDIAN CLAIMS COEDIISSIOX 

T E  QPAPAW TRIBE: OF 13TDIAlTS 
AXD PAUL GOODEAGLE, LOUIS A. 
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IMBUU ANI> SAM DOUTHIT, as 
the  representat ives  as far as 
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permitted by l a w  of a l l  members 
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of s a id  t r i b e  and al l  persons 
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who s h a l l  be found en t i t l ed  t o  
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p a r t i c i p z t e  i n  any judgment 
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which may be rendered herein, 
1 

s2 ie  being members of a c l z s s  
1 

too numerous t o  be joined herein,  
1 
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P l a i n t i f f s ,  
1 
1 
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VSO 1 

TEIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
1 
1 

Def endan to  
1 
j 

Docket No. 14 

1 5 1951 

BINDINGS OF. FACT - - .  

The Comnission makes the follotrlng findings of fact :  

1, The Q u a p w  Tribe of Indians was f i r s t  discovered by the 

white man i n  the  year 1541 when DeSotols expedition rezched the Missis- 

s i p p i  River. A t  that time the  Quapaw inhabited a t e r r i t o r y  along the 

west bank of the 'Mississ ippi  r iver ,  extending from the v i c i n i t y  of the  

St. Franc is  River t o  the Arhnsas  River, A t  t h i s  t ine  a number of 

W p w  Indians  resided on the eas t  side of the Kississippi r i ve r ,  

and about the  year 1700, moved across that r iver  and joined the other 

members o f  the t r i b e ,  so a f t e r  the year 1700 the en t i ra  Q ~ W ; I  Tribe 

s e t t l e d  i n  t he  area west of the Missiszip_~i River. 
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The t r ibe ' s  pr incipal  v i l l age  was a t  the confluence of the S t ,  

-Francis and Mississippi r ivers ,  -1mti1 they begpa moving southward, 

and about the year 1605 located along the south barilk of the B r b n s a s  

E v e r  i n  several v i l lages  exte2ding from the  junction of the Arkansas 

and the Mississippi r ivers ,  a distance of about 100 miles, t o  the 

v i c in i ty  of w h a t  i s  now known a s  L i t t l e  Rock, &br?sas, and remained. 

ia that locality--but betweer, Azkzsas Post and L i t t l e  Rock-to the  

t i n e  of naking the tr-ty of b ~ g ~ ~ s t  2@, 1618, 

In 1541 the t r i b e  tas e s t i m t e d  t o  have a po-mlation of from 

f i v e  t o  s i x  thousand persons, .In 1-750, Fat5er Tivier re fer red  t o  the 

t r i b e  as having about 400 warriors, In 1520, they bad been reduced 

t o  behzeen three and four hundreC souls; i n  1825 there were 156 men, 

12.3 women, m d  174 children, (Plain, Ex, 49, p, 9a); and i n  1829, 

the e s t i m t e d  vas 500. t.!zjor S, E, Long of the Army T o ~ o -  

graphical h g i n e e r s  estimated the n u ~ b e r  of tmrriors  to  be no nore 

than 60 or  70, At the time of the conclusion of the 181s t reaty,  the  

e n t i r e  ~ e z b e r s h i p  of i5e tribe-men, women, a-zd children-was l e s s  

than 5G0, 

2. In the year Ulg, the defeadaot decided t o  acqaire,  t h o u g h  

negot iat ioc,  the lands claiaed 5g the Quz,pw vest o f  the E l i s s i s s i ~ p i  

River i n  order to  provide l ands  f o r  such otker Indians Livi2g eas t  

of th9 r i v e r ,  who night choose t o  e n i g a t e  t o  the  'rest, Accordingly, 

the Secret-j of bm2 two D e r s c x  coz .z i s s io~ed  t o  $re?.$ sit3 tke 

Quq-pw for all their  ch?ned r i ~ .  - S  r, 5 - i  t:? t3e exception o f  sxck -psi 

thereof a s  might be r c s e n - e d  ' c z  3 e l z  use, F u r ~ z t  t o  t h e  ins52-~ct ions 
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of the  Secretary of War, the Treaty Coxmissioners concluded a treaty 

with the Quapaw Indians on August 24, 1818, 7 Stat ,  176, by which the 

-paw ceded and r e l i n p i s h e d  to the United States  all the i r  lands 

eas t  of the Mississippi B v e r  and those west of t.hat r iver ,  except a 

reservation, T h a t  the lands s o  ceded, reUnquished and reserved are 

described i n  Ar t ic le  2 of said treaty, which reads as follows: 

The undersigned ch ie f s  and warriors, f o r  themselves 
and t h e i r  said t r ibe  or nation, do hereby, for ,  and i n  
consideration of, the promises and s t ipulat ions herein- 
a f t e r  named, cede and relinquish to  the United States, 
forever, a l l  the lands within the follotrirg boundaries, 
v l z :  Beginning at the mouth of the Ar'bnsaw rives;  
thence extending up the Arkansaw, to  the Canadian fork, 
and up the Canadian fork to i t s  source; thence south, 
t o  Big Red r iver ,  and down the middle of that r iver ,  to 
the B i g  B f t ;  thence? a direct l ine ,  so as to  s t r ike  the 
Mississippi river,  t h i r ty  leagues in a stral.ght; l ine,  
below the  mouth of the Arkansaw; together with all. their  

# .  claims t o  land east of the Mississippi, and north of the 
Arkansaw r ive r ,  included witEn the coloured l ines  1, 2, 
and 3, on the above r2p9 with t.he exception and reser- 
vat ion following, that i s  t o  say: the t r a c t  of country 
bounded as follows: Beginning a t  a point on the Armsaw 
r iver ,  opposite the present post of Arkansaw, and running 
thence, a due southwest course, t o  the Wasfiita r iver ;  
thence, up t h a t  r iver,  t o  the Saline fork; and up the 
M i n e  fork  t o  a point, from whence a due north course 
would s t r i k e  the Arkaz~szw river a t  the Little Rock; a d  
thence, down the right bagk of the Arbsaw, t o  the place 
of beginning: which said t ract  of land, last above d-esig- 
nated a d  reserved, s h d l  be sumeyed and m k e d  off, -at 
t he  expense of the Uriited States, a s  soon a s  the. same can 
be done with convenience, and & a l l  not be sold o r  disposed 
of, by the  said @zpziw t r ibe o r  nation, t o  any hdividw-1 
w1mtever, nor t o  any stat-e o r  nation, without t.he appobation 
of t h e  United Stat~es f i r s t  had a d  obtaiced. 

The p l a i n t i f f s  i n  their  peti t ion make no clain fo r  land described i n  

the t r ea ty ,  which l i e  west. of the 100f.h degree of west longitude, SQ 

the area ceded yjhi&- l i e s  east of said 100th meridian (excl:sive of 
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the reserve b a d )  c o q r i s e d  43,520,888~24 acres,  and the l a d  ly ing  

within the bountiaries of the  reserved area  coapri sed 1,163,604~75 

acreso 

3* A t  the time of the 1818 tre-zw, the @ a p w  were occupying 

and i n  possession of m undefined t e r r i to ry  within the bonndaries of 

the l a d s  reserved f o r  t h e i r  use  by Ar t ic le  2 of sa id  t rea ty ,  and 

they d id  not a t  said time a c h a l l y  occupy and exclusively possess any 

par t  of the said 43,520,E%8,24 acres  of the l m d  ly ing  e a s t  o f  said 

100th meridian, ceded by sa id  t rea ty  of 1818, 

4, The defenzant, at  the time of the negotiations with the 

Indians f o r  the cessioa of the  land l y f i g  between the Arkansas, 

Canadian and Red r ivers ,  and at  the time of concluiing the  t r e a t y  or' 

August 24, 1818, Inten&ed t o  and did recognize the f a c t  t ha t  the 

Q u a p a r  trere i n  the a c h l  occupzxy and exclusive possession o f  t he  

area reserved f o r  then i n  that treaty,  Eowever, the boundaries of 

the reservation wese izaccurately described i n  the t r e a t y  and wese 

l a t e r  determined t o  be a s  follovs: 

Eeginring at a point on the F s r ~ ~ w  r i v e r  opposite 
the Arkinsaw pcsC, aid nxming thence 2 cice s o u t h ~ e s t  
course t o  the Saline sivez, thence v-p t-kt r i v e r  t o  e 
point from whercs a h e  n o r t 5  course would. strike the 
hkzmsatr r ive r  et the  L i t t l s  2m4, ti-erce & o m  the right, 
bank of the Prkils2~1 river t o  the plzce of begimlrg,  
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t o  one Robert Crittenden a commission from the President, appointing 

h i m  to  negotiate a t reaty with the Quapaw f o r  the extinguishment of 

t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  the reserved lands, 

6, On November 15, 1824, 7 Stat, 232, a t rea ty  was concluded 

between the defendant and the -paw by which the l a t t e r  ceded t o  the 

United States  a l l  the i r  lands reserved by Art ic le  1 of the  t r e a t y  of 

1418; tha t  a correct description of the lands intended to  be so ceded 

i s  tha t  s e t  f o r t h  i n  Finding Bo. 4 hereof. 

By Art ic le  6 of the Treaty of 1824, 1280 acres of land were re- 

served f o r  one James Scull i n  payment of a debt due him from the Q y a p i v ,  

and by Ar t ic le  7 thereof the United States was required ho grant t o  

eieven incians a i o t a i  o i  i6+0 acres or' the c e b d  iand, so the  United 

Sta tes  received f ree  of Indian t i t l e  1,161,284.75 acres  of the  reserved 

area, 

7. A s  consideration f o r  the cession of Land by the 1824 t reaty,  

the Indians were paid the sum of $28,037, which included $4,000 i n  goods 

paid a t  the time of the cession, certain of the annuities provided f o r  

i n  the  t reaty,  and $500 each paid four head chiefs of the Quapaw, as 

required by tho treaty, for  losses sustained by them i n  removing fron 

t h e i r  f a r m  and iqroveaents,  

8, A t  the time of the cession of the reserved area by the t r e a t y  

of Novernber 15, 1824, the land therein was worth $987,092,00, That the 

consideration the Q u a p a w  received for  said laad se t  for tn  i n  Ending  No, 

7 hereof was s o  grossly imdeqyate a s  t o  constitute uEconscionable 

consideration, 




