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Gra~5es are ,oery widely distributed over the ~arth's surface.

The species are most numerous in the tropical regions, although
the plants are scattered and do not form 5uch vast areas a~ is their
habit in the moist temperature regions. In regions of insufficient
moisture grasses form bunche~ which are more or less scattered.

The family is caned Poaceae by ,;ome authors but Britton and
Brown use the nnie Gramineae which term is used throughout this
paper. A very large number of the Gramineae are cosmopolitan.
There ar~ upwards of 3,500 species, thus ranking fifth in point of
numbers among flowering p:anu, and are exceeded only by the
Orchidaceac among the Monocotyledons. The paramount import­
ance of the family is their great economical value in that they fur­
nish so many plants of commercial use \0 man.

The soeparation of the family into subdivisions is a matter of
exceptional difficulty. In Gramineae more thn in any other family
the student is compelled to rely upon combinations of characters
rather than upon certain peculiar characters. No agi·ostologist. as
yet, has succeeded jn establishing a more natural or more definite
division than Brown's original primary one into the two great
groups, Panicaceae and Poaceae, although many attempts have been
made.

In "Genera Plantarum" by Bentham and Hooker the genera o{
Poaceae are recorded as 289; the species as 33)().

The number of genera now known is not far from 400 and the
number of species more than 3,500. Recent botarUtti are inclined to
increase the number of both genera and specia.

In the whole of North America there are about 150 native
&aIet'a comprising about 1300 .pecies of which OYer 100 .pecies
have bea1 introduced, IUICI amoD, them are fouad lOme of our
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worst pests. The wbole number of genera. both native and intro­
duced is about 110 comprising 1400 or more species. Doubtless
tbere are a few species yet to be discovered. especially in the south.

The grasses listed below were collected during the period from
Sptember 15. 1~22. until frost put- a stop to the work.

The list comprises 28 genera and 62 species. Doubtless others
will he found later.

The territory covered includes that part of Oeveland county
lying within a radius of ten mres of Norman.

Oeveland county due to its warm climate and variety of
lOils is rich in her number of grasses.

The following is a brief description of the genera found.
A"dropoglln. This. is a polymorphous genus. It was found

widely dispersed. Five species are included in this list.
Anlluro,ogon. Only one species found.
A,islido. Tufted grasses with narrow leaves. Found in all

dry. sandy places. Wherever the virgin soil is disturbed some
form of this grass is almost sure to be found. Five species in the
lilt.

80"lilouo oli!JoSlafh."o locally known as me~quite grass. A
gra!l'; ,.,f th(' warm dry up'ands. Only pne species.

Clt4tlo('hloo glo II('a. The yellow Foxtail is common in wast<,
plact'''.

Ca!',.;lIlo darlylo". The Rermuda {ra~s is a native of Europe.
It I!' the lawn Slrass for the south.

Ci·."a lali/o'ia No! commen in the fall.
Chl,..,.;.s vertid!lota. It forms a tllmb·e-grass. The genus is

natrCtt a ftt"r Chloris, the godess of flowt'rs. It is very common
in dry !=oil.

Diplaelme !asr;(ular;s. Very local.
E,.aq,o.st!.s. A lar{(e genus widely spread over the county. \Vhy

ralleff love-!1Ta!ls is more than I can tf'lL Ten species were found.
Eclainorl,'na C,.".r-!Jalli. One of the mO!lt ctlsmopo:itan of

lra~~e". Found in w~t and dry soils. Often n purple color.
F.I, ...s;nt> iNdira. A coarse grass~ Common.
HorHalo"n(larN.s. Two speci~s found. Common in moist shady

places.
J.t"oclt/(I(J all'Htlola. A beautiiul grass.
ErioclalH ,...."al". The Dotted Millet is common in waste

places.
M"lt/db.·,gio. Tht~ genus centers in the arid regions. The

species are very variable. Even in the same panicle variatiolu
ill the spike1ets are found. Three species were coCectecL
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Pasta/Mm. A large tropical and subtropical genus. The specie's
\'ary much in habit. though most of them grow in sandy soil. Four
,pecies found.

Pappophorum aptrtlmt. This species i~ not found in the works
of Britton and Brown. Only one specimen was collected.

Pltragmi/ts phragmitts. This is the great corn·like grass, with
the beautiful plume-like panicles, found in river bottoms. Its stolons
exceed ~O fed in length.

Panic",,.. A very large genus. The species cover the county.
They fumifh most of the "tickle grasses." Six species were col­
lected.

Syntlttrisma. This is the well-known crab-grass. Very com·
mono Three species in the collection. -

Sorglta.slrum "ula,lS. A grass with many synonyms. Very
common along roads and in sandy flats.

Sclti.:achyriu,,. scopar;um. Very common in sandy soils. Known
as Blue-stem.

Spar/illa M;chaux;ana. Very tall marsh grass.
Sporobolus. Wide~y distributed perennials. Five species were

collected.
Tr;dr,u. Flava is a beautif!JI spt:cies common along road

sides. Stri::ta is another species which has spike-like inflorescent'c.
U,.;ola la/i/olia is common in wood~. Its nodding, very flat

spikelets and its very broaif leaves are very noticeable.

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF THE GRASSES COLLECTED
NEAR NORMAN IN THE FALL OF 1922

By C. W. Prier
1. Andropogon glomeratus (Walt.) B. S. P. Bush Beard·

grass.
2. Andropogon virginicus L. Virginia Beard-grass.
3. Andropogon ternarius Michx. Silvery Beard-grass.
4. Andrcpogen furcatus MuhJ. Forked Beard-grass.
5. Andropogon chrysocomus Nash. Yellow-haired Beard-

grass.
6. Antheropogon curtipendulus, Foum. Fan Oramma Grass.
7. Aristida gracilis Ell. Slender Triple-awned Grass.
8. Aristida oJigantha Michx. Few flowered Aristida.
9. Aristida Curtissii, (A. Gray.) Nash. Curtiss's Triple-

awnut Grass.
10. Aristida Wrightii Nash. Wright'. Triple-awned Grass.
11. Aristida fascicuJata Torr. Triple-awned Beard-grass.
12. Bouteloua oligostacbya (Nutt.) Torr. Mesouit~ 2rass.
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13. ,ChaetochJoa alauca (L) ScnOn.: YeUo. Foxtail
14. Capitola dactyJon (L.) Kuntze; Bermuda-grass.
15. Ciuna latifolia' (Trev.) Griseb. Slender Wood ~eed-grass.
16 Chloris verticillata Nutt. Windmill Grass.
17. Dip1achne fucicu1aris (Lam.) Beauv. Oustered Love-gras'i.
18. Eragrostis !ecundiflora Prest. Oustered Love Grass.
19. Eragrostis Frankii Stend. Frank's Love-grass.
20. Eragrostis \Veigltiana (Reicheub.) Bush. Hairy Creeping

Love-grass.
21. Eragrostis Purshii Schrad. Pursh's Love-grass.
22. Eragrostis major Host. Strong-scented Love-grass.
23. Eragt:0stis capiJIaris (L.) Nees. Tiny Love-grass.
24. Eragrostis pectinacca (Michx.) Steud. Purple Love-grass.
25. Eragrostis curtipedicelJata Budely. Short-stalked love-gras~.

26. Eragrostis piJosa (L.) Beauv. Hairy Love-grass.
Zl. Echinochloa Crus-galli (L.) Beauv. Cockspur-grass.
28. Eriochloa punctata (L.) W. Hamilton, Dotted Millet.
29. Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Yard grass.
30. Homalocellchrus virginicus (Willd.) Britton. White Grass.
31. Homaloccnchrus oryzoides (L. Poll.) Rice Cut-grass.
J2. Leptochloa attenuata Nutt. Sharp-scaled Lcptochloa.
33. Muhlenhergia sobolifera (Muh!.) Trin. Rock-Dropseed.
34. Muhlenbergia mexicana (L.) Trin. Wood Grass.
35. Muh:enbergia Schreberi Gme!. Nimble Will.
Jil. ¥Mpalum sctn::cum Mkhx. Slender Paspalum.
37. Paspnlum laeve. Michx. Field Paspa:um.
38. PaspaJum floridanum Michx. Florida Paspalum.
39. PaspaJum lae\'igJume Scribn. Smooth-scaled· Paspalum.
40. PappophQfUm apctlum Munro.
41. Phragmites phragmitts (L.) Karst. Common Reed-grass.
42. Panicum anceps Michx. Beaked Panic-grass.
43. Panicum virgatum (L.) Switch-grass.
44. Panicum angustifolium (Ell.) Narrow:leaved Panic-grass.
45. Panicum dichotomiflofum Michx. Spreading Witcb-gra\s.
46. Panicum condensum Nash.. Dense Panic-grass.
47. Panic:um obtusum H. B. K. Blunt Panic-grass.
48..Syntberisma sanguinale (L.l Dulac. Large Crab-grus.
49. Syntherisma marginatum (Link) Nash. Fringed Crab-

grass.
SO. Syntherisma villO$um WalL Southern Slender Finger-grass.
51. Sorgastrum nUlanS (L.) Nash. Bush Blue-stem.
S2. 'Schizachyrium scoparium (Kichx.) Nash. Broom Bartl·

pass.
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53. Spartina Michauxiana Hitchc. Fall Marsh Grass.
54. Sporobolus vagiaeflorus Torr. Sheathed Rush-grass.
55. SporoboJus virginicus· (L.) Kunth. Sea-shore Rush-grass.
56. Sporobolus longifolius (Torr.) Wood. Long-leaved Rush-

grass.
57. Sporobolus asper (Michx.) Kunth. Rough-seeded Dropseed.
58. Sporobolus cryptandrus (Torr.) Gray. Sand Dropseed.
59. Tridens flava (L) Hitch. Fall Red-top.
60. Tidens stricta (Nutt.) Nash. Narrow three-toothed Grass.
61. Uniola latifolia Mich~. Br'~ad-Ieaved Spike Grass.
Mounted specimens of all the ahove are in the Herbarium of

the Botany Department of the University of Oklahoma.
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