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XXXIV. A COMPARISON OF THE SIZES OF THE
VOCA.BULARIES OF FTFTY CHILDREN OF THE

SAME AGE
Mir'.am E. Oatman.Slach1,

Norman, OklahomL
For several years I have been collecting the vocabularies of

chIldren at the a~ of eighteen months. It was my hope that a care­
ful study of such vocabularies might throw some light upon several
probl~m, of child psychology and education. such as: A child's
earlic!lt interests; the normal range of vocabulary among normal
children of the same age; and the differences between the sexes, jf
such difference exists in the matter of speech development

I have now colJected fifty-one of these vocabularies almost
evenly divided between the sexes. My friends have helped gener­
ously in gathering the material: and 1 am especially indebttd to
Mrs. Margaret Morse Nic~, who has made so many intere5ti~!

and valuable studies of the speech development of children. It is
not my purpose at this time to make an intensive study of the con­
tents of the voacbu!aries, but to examine their size. and. to ate if
any deductions can be drawn in regard to the average or DOrma!
number of words of boy. and girl. at the age of eiahteen month••

My material arraDln itsdf as foltow.:

C.... Collected from Published Stadiq
Name Sex

1. Allee Mate
2. Cary Male
J. Gale 2 lla1e
4. Oatman-Blachly 1 • Male
S. Nice 2 .._..Pema!.
6. Nice 3 _.._ .._._.... Female
1. Drummond - .......F.maJe
8. Ga'~ J-...__ ~·••••••••••••Pemale

Source
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9. Gale 1 FemaJe 6 36

10. WallO. __-- ~Fema!e 12 74
11. Gnat .._Fema'e 7 107
12. Mickens ......__Fem~le 8 116

. t~. Dewey FemaJe 4 144
Itt. Nice 1 Femate 10 14S
If. Bateman Female 2 Ii'S
16. Bobn Fema·c J 207
17. Yartindea .. Female 6 233
1rotat VVord. of 4 boy. ~ 287
1Lotal VVord. of 13 g'rJB ------1267
Total Words of 17 chiJdren .. lSS4

J\verage Words of 4 boys .._ 72
Average Words of 13 girls .:-_______________ 97
Average Words of 17 chiJdren ----________ 91

Cain Gathered from Prlnte Sourcea
Name Se:'C Source Total Words

1. Dellinger .._.. Ma!e 13 0
2, 1Lown MaJe 13 • 0
J. Richards· Male 13 1
4. Balcer .. yaJe 13 2
S. Kraettli Male 13 J
6. Helliwril Ml1e l
7. Morle llale 13 4
a J\danra Ma!e 6
9. Robb __ ...._.. MaJe 13 i'

10. Reafts Male 13 8
11. Ffo:aysQIJ .. ..JlaJe 9

12. Southwick ---------- Ka!e 13' 10
13. Gouard --_. ..__Jlale 13 12
14. Karcher - KaJe J3 36
IS. Rothrock Male 60
16. Monroe - _ .....__..KaIe 13 68

. 17. Court ---------- - ._lI:aIe 13 n
tel Ilatu -.~----~-.-.----__....__-l(aIe 13 71
19. Oatmua-BJachI7 (2) Kale 13 rJ
20. Dale ..1 .....11. 13 ·1_
2l.···0iclaJai - - __-liaie ~ In
Z;•..•Uler.·-- ~ ~~~.Ma:e ,:, 'sz:I
23;K ·(2)---.:..--_~ II? - _ ..
, -~.O'.._ .. __~ I.I .
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?~. Baker (3) Female 13 2
~::. Baker (1) F~male 1.1 9
26. Brooks F~male 13 9
n. :\ice (4) Female 13 9
23. Hay~ F~malc 13
~9. Then.'sa Female 24
JO. Rice Female 13 25
H. ~taxon Female 78
JZ. hins Female 100
3.3. Dodge Fernale 201
J'. Helliwell --- Female 13 228

Tot31 \Vord.; of 21 boy~ 1251

Total \Vords of lJ ~irls-----------------__ ------- 698
Total \Von l " of 34 children________________ 1949

:hc:ag(' \Yords of 2.' bo)'s________________________ 57
:hcrage \\"ord-; of L? girls________________________ 58

AvrraRc \\'l)rc1s cf 34 children "'______ 57

SUMMARY OF ALL CASES (51)
Total \Voros of 26 lJoy:i 1538
Total \\'ords of ?S rirls 1965

Total \Von!s of 51 childrcn________________ 3503
:\\"crag<.> \\'ortIs o( 20 boys________________________ 59
:herage Words of l5 g:rls________________________ 78,6

Average Words of 51 chlildren____________ 69

CORRECTED SUMMARY
(Omitting all cues of 0 and allover 2(0)

Total Words of 21 boys l0IS
Totai Words of IQ girls 996

Total \\'or tot of 42 children________________ 2011
.\v~rage ~'ords of 2l boys________________________ 44
.-\overage Words of 19 girls________________________ 52

Average "'ords of 42 children____________ 48

ANALYSIS OF CORRECTBD SUMMARY
(Publiabecl Ca.)

Total Worda of 4 boys ~-------- 281

Total Words of 10 airll---------------------------------- 821Total Words of 14 chitdren 11J4
Average Words of 4boy.________________________________ 12
Average Words of 10 pls_____________________________ 83

Average Worcla of 14 children____________________________ 19.5
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(Uns;ublWsecl c..es)
Total Word. of If) 1.0Y3_~ ":' 128
Total \Vords of I) girls 169
Totai Word -. of 28 cl ildr~n 897

A,er~e VVo~d~ of 19 boys______________________________ 38
Aver.,e \Vords of 9 girls______________________________ 19
Anrage \Vord.i of 28 children__________________________ 32

Needle" to say, these averages, made from such a range of
nriation. are wt:'lrthle:s~. It is evident that no general conclusions
can be drawn from material so discrete. I have plotted these vocah­
ul:u:ea repeatedly in many different arr~nge",ents, and no norm or
Jredi~n appear, no curve of any recognizable type presents itself.
Evidfntly a much largcor 'number of cases must be gathered before
it is possihle to estah'ish standards of normal variations. At pre3­
ent the most that can be said is, that of the fifty-one vocabularies.
more than half (twenty-eight in aU) range from no words to
thirty-six words. Of thes'~ twenty-eight. only three contain 'morc
than twenty-five words.
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