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A French writer once' said: "Le temps Ie mieux employe C't"~l

«lui qu'on perd;'-"The time best spent is the time we waste."
This is true in many respects. but the tt uth of this saying is espc­
('iall)' imPCl1fnt when applit"d to children. We map out the day's
schedule for them and we dote out to them so much for arithmetic.
so much for reading. so much for physical exercise. so much for re­
creation. And al~ the time the child tries to break these bonds. to
do something else, to "waste time," as we call it. Yet, watch a
thougbtful, intelligent, active, normal child during the moments
which it bas for itself legitimately or illegitimately. Aa a rule it
teams durina' this "wasted" time more than duriDg the time of
imposed study. Unfortunately, there are so many definite facts,
the Imowledae of which our comp:icated life demands imperatiYe1y,
that we c:aJmot leave the children to gather their information in a
bap-buard way aDd must teach them systematically.

But our children are comparatively free befOl'e scbool age. It
it thcn thtrefore that we caa reap a rich crop of PIJCbo1oIical
truths by observma their Datura! iDc:IiDatioaa. the methods they use ill
settiaI acqaaiated with the outer world, the~ the, become
interested ill, aDd the WI.,. ill which thq lolve tbeaLTIIoaabtfuJ.
briabt.,recodoas dWcIreo .... of~ .me f tIda poiDt of
__...... tbe7 approach- in their .1HdIo9I probs.:- aDd
~ wbicb we fW DeCeIIaQ to briM 1MtI odaer.~'" at.........
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Thus, geography in school presents to the teacher many peda-.
gogical problems. But if a child becomes interested in geography
before it reaches the school age, then, free from any responsibility
for the choice of method, we can observe its own approach to the
subject, its own way of dealing with it.

I ha\'e a detailed record of one little boys interest in geo~phy.

And in the short time allotted to me here I shall endeavor to dis·
cuss only his fascination by the map, with as many asides to other
geographical matters as will seem necessary for a better treatment
of the boys map studies.

The little boy A.,-a normal, healthy, lively, bright child, hal
been from babyhood an observer and a thinker. The university
communities in which he has always lived and the atmosphere of
study in his home were indeed favorable influences in his mental
development Until he was five and a half years old no informa­
tion was imposed upon him, or even of fered without his own inquiry
or some proof of his interest in the matter. But all his questionj
were answered conscientiously and truthfully and all his investiga­
tions, inquiries and experiments were greatly encouraged.

At the age of two he liked to look at the sky and would often
.say: "The sky is pretty, see ?" He would often look for the moon
and, whenever he had a chance, would admire the stars. The hilb
he saw in the distance, the beautiful sunsets of Colorado, the
streams and springs had their share in awakening A.'s appreciatiotl
of beauty; but they also appealed to the chi:d scientist in him. For
all children are both: as artists they admire the beauty of their'
surrounding, as scientists they ask you: "What is this 1" or they
try to find out the different law. of nature.

From the age of two years and four month. A. had the privilege
of observing the sunrise quite often, and when he was three year,
old, be knew East, West, South and North and beaan to talk '0

these terms.
When he was three years and four month. old, he fouad in a

rubbish heap an old text-book on geography. He became interated
in the illustrations, and. sedac the maps, asked: "w~t is this",
I said: "this picture is called a map. But 111 give you a better
picturebook. You eu't andentaDd this 0De.". But he iIIIistecI: "I
want to look at this map," and I left the book in his baa.. He
looked at the maps quite long, but I dOll't Iaaow what he •• there
or what interested him. I did DOt doubt at that ti-.· that it wu
coJoriag of. die maP that atttatted him. But I came~ ICI'ON
aDOIher boT. iDterat in Thil other 'bo1.c.'...,... iDter~
eskd ill maps at ahoat die A. .(tbne·iuacla·'balLJeIrI).
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but .."'Ikat maps were his father's traDIportatioa maps, with only
a uetwork of railroads on them, without InY coloriac.

Both boys were deeply interested iii street.c:ar tracks, making
th...henever they had a chance: on the ground, in the sand-pile,
with &)enclt on paper, etc. At the same time A. liked to foUow th~

detiIns on rup, the twist of the wires on fences, nilroad tracks.
And when he became familiar with th~ conventions of the maps
and knew how to find rivers, he woulJ never get. tired of tracing
a liver to it. ·source and down to its rrouth. At the ace of five
year. nine and a half mt>nths he received an atlas, which contained,
among other things, a map of the routes of famous discoverers. It
became A's delight to study these lines. and, as he could not yet
read, he wou~d come to me for infornntion as to wbat these lineJ
meant. His enthusiasm in this direction was so great, that we
found it necessary to curb it, or be would spend an his time over
it, .training his eyes, missing bis meals, not getting enough exer·
ciBe, and imposing the atlas on every one.

Between the ages of three years seven months and four years
nine months he was greatly interested in plans. His parents were
then studying plans of houses with the view of buying or buDding
• home, and he liked to look at these plans, and very sooa learmd
to undentand them and to make some of his own. At the age of
four years and two mouths he often made attempts to make n
crude plan of our neighborhood, without calling it "plan" however.
From the age of six he begged for a map of Norman, ~eral times
'tried· to draw one himself, and when he fiDa!ly obtaiDed a plan ~f

the city 'of Norman-at the age of seven aDd a balf-he studied it
so carefully, that he found some mistakes ill the diItributioa of
the bouses.

Perbapi his love lor the map. it partly due to his tute fOf'
~; lae waata to know the exact locatioa of places. WIMu
he loob up any dty on the map, he i.· DOt satitfied with the -lIIOft

or .lesa" iadlcatioa.. 1M wanta to bow the exact IPOt. its position
relative to otIaer bon ,...., ucI .,., ofteR·ita· aut· Iatibade.
H•.·.1aas -.r-.ed himself~ as p...f..... "The Swill
~'RoWiaIoD" to 1W'cW. RobiDIcl8:Crwoe: ay..'. lean'
teIt..-RoiUsoD CIDIOe·jut 1Ie ,It,iI....,.i_
SW .Sot to.tJdiaa··like k; S ...,........ there
...............'.C'¥eIJ.....·•· '..,.·_,._;~·I·.....
~.~\ .....~~ ,' ~ '..·.•.WI•..

:·;.;.RI~••;;:~~~._~\. ~; .::.I........
:;JJ!i@~~f,~:,.,,~~ ~~ .....' ... ;" ·~.,,~...:t1Ift:..L.'
··~~~~;~;··; .. -,···....··....~:..·r.~·.f···~·..ifdllT
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lions, and immediately proceeded to look them up o~the sky map.
He bas been stud)'ing the sky map now for about six month.. at
first at rare intervals, later every night; he usually finds new
constellations and stars in the sky himself, guided by the monthly
sky map,

A's interest in map study, awakened at the age of three and a
half, grew steadi'y and at an increasing rate. There was never
a time when he was not interested in maps. In his arithmetical
interests I noticed some seasonal influence; thue were periods
when his interest in arithmetic was at a low ebb. Not so with
geography, and particularly with map study. He invented a number
of different "games" which enabled him to pursue his studies.
Thus, at the age of six years and eight months he arranged hi.
little table, with his atlas on it. to represent an "office," and an­
nounced, that he has a "shop," in which orders are taken for in..
formation "about the world or trips, anything you want to know."
And he beged his father, his mother, and alt the adult friends
of the family to give him "orders," Here are a few of the "order.":
"Write out the states of the Atlantic coast; the state. of the Pacific
coast; states through which you must pass going from New York
City to the Pacific ocean." etc. He wrote these "orders" very care·
ful'y and worked with great enthusiasm, asking for "orders" anxi­
ously and assidaously, Some of the answers be copied on the type­
writer, Another "pme" consisted in making imaginary trip., At
the age of eight and a half a new game appeared. which he hal
been imposing on me for over two months now almost every day,
He wants me to mention a river. a mountain, a dty, an i.land. a
peninsula, etc., and be te'l. me from memory its location. He
worked out rules for keeping &. SCMC", and neYer ptI tired of this
1D'e. thouah I often try to escape it. Vcry often he -makes maps
of his own, represeatinc imagiaary landt,

ADal,..iag the above and other lids coacerain, A.'I imerat fa
map study, I fOlllld that this interest it baled 011 three elements:
1. The fint aDd earliest wu undoubtedly the attl'llCtioa of briaht
coIon.Z. The ·seconcl cbroaoJoP:ar., wu that of follow.... and
-..taDglia8- intricate combiaadoa of ..... TbIt UI*t ··of tile
map had an addidoDal attraction fa the fad that it ........ rail·
I'OI4b. ..A..... cIeepJy iDteretted in .raiJrclecII ad·...... from tho
.. of·..... uaoatht,aad the liaa oa.• _~·w1aida-tDbiID
~.taiIJ'C*I"'" appealed to bim-....

;3. TIIe·dUnL the co.,-I:.ted aped of his
........ 41 thd of JqcatioIIof...... o'-tbelona ....
-...e of lc. ·U"",~: ... _to-:~·~!M... .,-_Jdl..,
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Rudie. naturally Ifew in scope. and intensity as A. matured and
al his JeneraJ Jqraphical knowledge increased.

Thi.. reaJ1y geographical aspect of A.'s map studies is a com-
bination of three kind. of interest: .

1. The romance of the far-away, the appeal that foreign lands
have for an imaginative mind, the wonders of the unknown-the
imaaiDative interest.

2. The thirst of lenowledge of the wide world. the desire to
lenow the exact location of places, the need of orientation-the
scientific interest.

3. The .imilarities and differences between different places
as· to theil' coast-lines, surface, irrigation, etc., as seen on the map,
brin, out questions, awaleen A.'s reasoning, and serve as basis for
his contemplations, discussions and hypotheses. This is the philo­
sophical inler~lt. Thus. many a h,'pothesis has he formed concern­
in, the origin of dif ferent Islands, of ~ome coast-lines. 00(" of
these i~ that the Aleutian islands used to be part of Alaslea. Simi­
Jarly, he has formM hypotheses concerning celestial bodies. He~e

is what he thought of the moon at the age of five years and
eilht months, as nearly as possible in hie own wordS:

«"l'be moon is lilee the letter 0, with a big hole in!'ide. In
the daytime all the suni.ht collects there in that hole. And at nililt
the"e sunrays shine, and the nloon looles bright. But there are ~Jne

tern"), hi~h mountains on earth. They throw their ~hadows on the
moon, which malees darle spot, there, and these dark spou luok
like 'Ithe lnlln in tile mooo,'"

A. wanted on~ to look up on hi~ map the ulcrribt)· higb moun­
~ that cause the man in the moon to show up, aud UJ)')Il this
oceasIoft: informeo me of his hypotbf'Sis.

Anomer time, when he was c-ight years and four months old,
he said; 'lOb, I bow what"») help us in our history. You see. we
.re kanling now about Captain Smith. Now. I1J tell the ttac:het
that there is • Mar, on which we ICe now what h.lppened on it
whea Captain Smith lived. I to ., that, c:u't I? Light traYels
10 loDa'frota some stari. there sufeIy it amooa them OM from which
it takes _ 1iibt to travel so 10'0& so lon& 10'1 koow, the time
aIDce .Captaia. Smith Uved. Don't1OU think so?" Thea he thoucbt
..... aDdcb1l~e4aad thea· exdaimed, "WeD. ........1 If it
.....,:80 1OIII.to co_ to.~· froiD tile Itats. bow Ioecwoald
it •.~ to come? If there·... ...,~ tIaere~ there
tia~Wh1"it WoIlJd'oot~ us for eo Ioq.'Aac&o-~
•·...'....r:.·thue'~,~'there;"bIit ~fu.",
~m!),.t.·~_ .........'~d·_:~.to!-··,.,..
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creation; maybe it was travelling all this time, since the beginninsr
of the world, and has not .:ome to earth yd. Can't it be, mamlna ?tt

A's h)potheses ran into two groups: those which he himself
knows to he hypothetical. and those which he thinks are truths.
These latter are beliefs and conceptions based on mi~llnderst()()d in·
formation. The man-in-the-moon theory belongs to the secc-DCI
group. while that about the sounds from the stars is 'a real hypo­
th~sis.
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