
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF QUARTERLY MEETING, THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, THE OEUlAHOMa HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY, QUARTER ENDING APRIL 24, 1958 

With General W. 5. Key presiding, the Board of Directors of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society met in regular quarterly meeting a t  12:00 
noon on April 24, 1958. Before business of the Society was considered, 
luncheon was served to' the members in the Board of Directors mom. 

When the meeting was called to order, the following members 
answered roll call: Mr. Henry B. Bass, Mra. Edna Bowman, Mr. Kelly 
Brown, Judge J. G. Clift, Dr. E. E. Dale, Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour, 
Judge Robert A. Hefner, Dr. L. Wayne Johnson, Judge N. B. Johnson, 
General William 5. Key, Mrs. Anna B. Korn, Mr. R. O. Miller, Mr. H. 
Milt Phillips, Mias Genevieve Seger, Mr. George Shirk, Judge Baxter 
Taylor, and Judge Edgar S. Vaught. 

Members absent and excused by action of the board were: Dr. 
Berlin B. Chapman, Judge Redmond S. Cole, Mr. Joe Curti4 Mr. Exall 
English, Mr. Thomas J. Harrison, Dr. James B. Morrison, Mr. R. M. 
Mountcastle, and Mrs. Willis C. Reed. 

I t  was reported by Mr. Brown that Mr. Mountcastle, who had been 
ill for several weeks was much improved and expected to be present 
a t  the next Board meeting. 

A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the Minutea 
of the previous meeting. When put, the motion passed unanimously. 

The Administrative Secretary announced the list of gifts that had 
been received by the Society during quarter and also the names of those 
who had applied for membership in the Society. 

His report indicated that one new life membership application 
and twenty-six new annual member applications had been received. 
I t  was moved, seconded, and carried that the gifts and members be 
accepted. 

A rare volume of Indian history was donated to the Society by 
Mr. J. William Mittendorf of Ruxton, Maryland, and presented by 
his friend General W. S. Key. A deer skin bearing the signaturea of 
all of the officers of the First Oklahoma Infantry, who served on the 
Mexican border in 1916, was presented to the Society by Mr. Highlan 
Mitchell, also through General Key. Judge Hefner moved and Dr. 
Horbour seconded a motion to accept these two gift8 and that apprecia- 
tion be expressed to the donors. 

Another special gift was presented to the Society through General 
Key, when he showed the Masonic apron that had been worn by former 
Board member, Hal Muldrow. The apron was the gift of his son Mr. 
Fisher Muldrow. Mr. Phillips moved to accept the gift of the apron 
from Fisher Muldrow, and stated that he felt i t  an honor to make euch 
motion due to the fact that Mr. Hal Mnldrow had been the one who 
signed Mr. Phillip's petition for Masonry. The motion was aeeonded by 
Mr. Miller and carried. 

A request of Dr. John Morris, Profemor of Geography a t  the 
University of Oklahoma, for the removal of certain maps from the 
library for the purpose of photographing them, was offered by Mr. 



h.s)Eer. Jndge Vaught moved that the reqnest of Dr. Morris be granted 
and Mi# &ger r#conded the motion, which was adopted 

Attention was called by Mr. Frnker to two exhibita on display in 
the Hhto~ica l  Society Building. h e  of these was the counterfeit money 
exhibit on d b l a y  in two ca- in the entrance lobby of the Hlatarical 
Society Building. Thb had been prepared by Mr. Dale, Chief Curator 
of the Elociety in conjunction with the Oklahoma City Coin Club and 
the &met Service. The other was the pamphlet collection which the 
Society recently purchased from the Lee Harkins Estate and was 
then on exhibit in the Editorial Room. The exhibit had been prepared 
by Mim Wright. 

Mrs. Bowman presented to the Society a copy of "Kingfisher 
Panorama," a new book outline history of her home town that had 
been published in observance of the Oklahoma Semi-centennial year. 
A motion by Dr. Harbour and a m n d  from Dr. Johnson that Mra 
Bowman'a gift be accepted, was adopted. 

The Treasurer's report was made by Col. George Shirk. He stated 
that $6,190.00 had been received from all sources during the past 
three quarters. He pointed out that a number of purchases had been 
made including two electric water coolers, and the Lee Harkins 
pamphlet collection which alone cost $1,610.00. He stated there is 
now a balance of $1,047.00 in the Revolving Fund and that the Sodety 
also owns U. S. Government bonds amounting to $24,500.00. 

The Treasurer stated that the Special Fund had not a s  yet been 
transferred to the State Treasurer, and that to do eo would necessitate 
selling the bonds and losing approximately $800.00 in interest. He 
recommended that due to this fact the matter of transferring the 
funds to the State Treamry be held in abeyance until further informa- 
tion and directives are received from the Attorney General. Judqe 
Vaught moved that the Treasurer's recommendations be mncnrrwl in 
by the Board. This motion was 8econded by Judge Taylor nnd un- 
animoualy adopted. 

The report from the microfllming department was made by Mr. 
Phillips, chairman of the mocrofiLm committee. He sttited that 
$15,000.00 waa the original amount appropriated for operating the 
microfilm department during the present fiscal year. He mid that 
out of this amount i t  had been necessary to pnrcham all equipment 
for setting up the project. Thia had made the cost run rather high 
for the first year. 

Mr. Phillips pointed out that the Board had previousiy provided 
$l,M)[).OO additional from the Special Fnnd and that the Board had 
aleo approved transferred funds from other departments to the amount 
of $!&500.00. To these amounts have been added $6,100.00 from the 
Governor's contingency fund. This was $1,100.00 more than the Qov- 
ernor had originally promised. He reported that in excess of half a 
million pagea had already been microfilmed and that the department 
war processing more than 4,000 pages per day. Mr. Phillim said that 
the Society is receiving about 860,000 new pages of newspapers per year. 

President Key then called upon Chairman Shirk to report on the 
work of the Historic Sites Committee. Colonel Shirk atated that two 
meetin- of the Committee had been held and that the work of the 
Committee was getting well under way. through the listing of between 
600 and 600 eitea that might be marked, repaired, and some amuired. 
He mid that Mtss Wright had done the work in compiling and listing 
the &tea by coantiea, to be checked and that Mrs, Rella Looney had 



s p a t  coxudderable time in making the stenciia tor mimeugmphing the 
outline. He said that Mr. Dale, Chief Curator, bad made pwllmfnary 
surveys of some sftea 

A report was made by Mr. Miller on the forthcodng Hietoricll 
Society Tour. Mr. Miller ehted that more than 100 people had in- 
dicated their intention of making the tour. He said the tourists wffl 
~pend both nights of the trip a t  the Quarts Mountain Lodge. 

I t  was moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Miss Seger that the 
Society place on sale the miniature flag collection, whieh include8 the 
fourteen flag that have flown over Oklahoma, and that t b w  be 
accepted on consignment with the price to the Society being $1.40, and 
that the original purchase consist of 100 sets. This motion was seconded 
by Miss Seger and carried when presented. 

Information was reqaeated by Dr. Johnson as to the progrees made 
on repairing and restoring the old stage coach. Mr. Raker stated 
that Mr. John Frizzell was the only person he knew of who was capable 
of doing the work in a proper manner, and that Mr. l?r-11 had been 
ill. CoL Shirk said that the $300.00 author id  for expenditure on 
repairing the atage coach would probably prove inadequate and that 
it would be advbable to spend a larger sum for this purpose!. 

General Key reminded the board that i t  was time for the election 
of new officers and he was presiding as President for the last time. He 
called Judge 8. A. Hefner, chairman of the nominating committee, for 
his report. Before beginning his report, Judge Hefner said that he 
wished to take the opportunity of expressing the rove and affection of 
the entire Board of Directors for General Key and said that all were 
most appreciative for the untiring and devoted service General Key . 

had given to the Society during the ten years he had served as presl- 
dent, and during the previous years in which he had been a member of 
the Board. 

I t  was stated by Judge Hefner that the nominating committee had 
appointed Mr. Miller as secretary and that a survey had been made 
among the mernbem of the board to amcertain whom each would prefer 
for President. Mr. Miller read the report of the committee which 
showed that the larger number of board member0 had indicated Col. 
Shirk as their preference, with Mr. Phillips receiving the next number 
of votea 

Mr. Phillips moved that the report of the nominating committee 
be adopted and that Mr. George Shirk be elected by acclamation to the 
office of President of the Oklahoma Historical Society. M h  Seger 
seconded the motion which wtta adopted unanimously. 

Dr. Harbour moved that General Key be elected President Rlmeritw 
of the Society and Mrs. Korn seconded the motion. This motion was 
unanimoasly adopted. 

Upon assuming the chair as newly elected Prerrident, Colonel 
Shirk said that he took cognltanee of the fact that many fine people 
had occupied the chair as m i d e n t  of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society and he would use hia very best efforta to fill the mition to 
whieh he had been elected in euch a manner ae to carry on the tradi- 
tion of his precedesaora and to retlect credit to the Oklahoma Historical 
W e e .  

Nominations for the office of Vice President were called for and 
Judge Clift placed the name of H. Milt Phillips h nomination. Mr. 
Bass moved that the nominations ceme and that Mr. Phillip# be 



elected by acclamation. Dr. Harbour seconded the motion which 
received the unanimous vote of the board . 

When nominations were called for the offlue of Second Vice Preei- 
dent Judge Vaught nominated the incumbent, Judge Baxter Taylor. 
Mr. Brown made a motion that the nominations cease and that Judge 
Taylor be elected by acclamation. The motion was seconded by Dr. Dale 
and ~ a n i m o n s l y  adopted when put. 

When nominations were called for the office of Treasurer the 
names of Misa Genevieve Seger, Mr. Joe Curtis, and Mrs. George L. 
Bowman were presented. Dr. Harbour nominated Miss Seger; Mr. 
Bass, Mr. Joe Curtis; and Mr. Brown, 311%. Bowman. 

The chair appiuted Mr. Ram and Mr. Phillips to serve ae a com- 
mittee to count the votes for Treasurer. When the votes were counted 
Mr. Phillips reported that no candidate had received the majority and 
that Miss &ger and Mrs. Bowman had been given the highest number 
of votea. 

Colonel Shirk stated that it would be necessary to vote on the two 
having received the highest number of votea. When this vote was 
taken, the tally showed that Mrs. Bowman had been elected as  Treasurer 
of the Society. 

I t  was called to the attention of the board by Mr. Fraker that 
in view of the fact that the biography of Judge Williams by Dr. Dale 
and Dr. Morrison had been published in book form recently a t  con- 
siderable cost to both of the authors, he would like to recommend that 
permifmion be given for placing a circular advertising the book in 
some of the outgoing mail from the office. No objection to this 
suggestion was iudicated. 

Dr. Harbour moved that the Sodety buy the Lee Harkins picture 
collection. I t  had been stated by President Shirk that he thought this 
collection could k purchased for less than $300.00. Miss Seger 
seconded the motion which was adopted. 

Colonel Shirk announced that a t  its last meeting the executive 
committee had nominated Mrs. Dorothy Williams a s  Librarian for the 
Oklahoma Historical Society and that this fiomination was now before 
the Board. Dr. Dale commented briefly on the fine qualities and 
qualifications of Mrs. Williams for the position of Librarian. Judge 
Johnson made a motion that Mrs. Dorothy Williams be employed as 
Librarian, which was seconded by Mr. Brown and unanimously adopted 
when put. 

I t  being ascertained that no further business was to come before the 
Society, it mas moved by Mr. Bass, seconded by Judge Vaught, and 
adopted by the board that the meeting adjourn. 

W. S. Key, President 
Elmer L. Fralrer Administrative Secretary 

Of FTS PRIOSENTQD : 

LIBRARY: 

"Map of Kaw Reservation, Allotments, 1903" 
Donor : &'rank F. Finney, Oklahoma City 

The Oklahoma Physician and Dada Magazine of Medicine 
Donor: Mrs. F. P. Davis, Oklahoma City 

Tamtion and Revenue : Current Ta@ Problenu, Dr. Seymour E. Harris ; 



The Moterkrl Rerources of t b  U&8R and the 8ovbt 8atetite8, Dr. 
Demitri B. Shimkin ; Baok: Rewrch and the 8cCellt4b Method, 
Dr. Alan T. Waterman; Rerearch elrd Development in Bbahem- 
Wry, Dr. Walter C. Hess. 

Donor: Colonel George H. Shirk 
Probate Record8 amf W U h  of Oklahoma County, John H. Porter and 

Edith Smith ; "Historical Map of Ireland." 
Donor: Mrs. M. B. Biggerstaff, Oklahoma City. 

Telephone, wall type. first one installed a t  Ft. Gibson. 
Donor: R. M. Mountcastle, Muskogee 

Gun 38 cap and ball. 
Donor: D. Ivan Fritts, Ontario, Oregon 

Document, photostat biography of Hugh Mercer. 
Donor : Oklahoma University 

Bugle, used in the Spanish American War. 
Donor : Mrs. Carolyn Foreman, Mudtogee 

Gun, 38 special S. & W. made in Spain. 
Donor: Robert F. Rose, Norman 

Medals, complete of Oklahoma Semi-Centennial Medals. 
Donor: P. K. Anderson, Hobart 

Opera Shawl, worn by Ellen Hurff Onley, an '89er. 
Donor : Mrs. Lila J. Seal, Los Anglea, California 

Eight Newspapers, placed in Union Room. 
Pictures 
Two pictures of El Reno Land Opening. 

Donor : John Brothers, Bayfield, Colorado 

Horse Drawn Buses a t  El Reno in 1901. * 

Donor : John Brothers, Bayfield, Colorado 

Picture of pen work. - 
Donor: D. A. Wisner, Oklahoma City 

Large framed photograph of Governor T. B. Ferguson. 
Donors: Mra Walter Ferguson and son Benton 

Pipe Line Ware House; Construction of Oklahoma Natural Oau Pipe- 
line 1920 (two pictures) ; Two booklets of train pictures, 

Donor: John B. Fink, Oklahoma City 

Cowboys Eating Noon Meal; Cowboys a t  a Watering Hole; Cowboya 
and Cattle. 

Donor : Claude Hendey, Oklahoma City 

Four pictures of early day Quthrie; a home in Guthrie. 
Donor: Fred Smith, Quthde 

First Bridge a t  Tulsa; Cattle Near Tulsa ; Savinga Banits-Battlefield 
near Tulsa; Main Street of Tulsa 1893; Tulsa's Oldest House; 
Tulsa's Mrst School Room. 

Donor: Mrs. C. E. Cook 

H o w  of Representatives-Third Territorial Leghlatare, 1896. 
Donor: Witt Memorial Museum, San Antonb, Texas 



Large Framwi picture of Wm. IT. Semple. 
Donor: Mm. Wm. F. Semple 

Whitaker Orphans Home and A k  and Mrs. Whltaker on placard; 
Ka-Be-Nah-Gwey-Wence, a Chippewa on placard 

Donor : Riley Thompson, Cloquet, Minnesota 

Color photograph of Choctaw Conncil Honse; Old Fort Washita (two 
pictures) ; Old Chickasaw Capitol a t  Tieborningo. 

Donor: J. S. Richardson, Talihina 

Ellen Hurff Olney; Lila J. Shultz Seal; Hardware Store in Onthrie; 
Shawnee; Indian Territory School Teachers; Louise Olney and 
oistere; John D. Shulb Home in Guthrie; Interior of Kerr Store 
a t  Ada; Group of early day teachers. 

Douor : Mrs. Lila J. Seal, Los Angeles, California 

Two beautiful, water color paintings by Lee Tso Toke, son of Monroe. 
purchased by the Society. 

NEW LIE'D MEhfBER 
Case, Early R. Tulsa, Oklahoma 

NEW ANNUAL MEMBER8 
Price, Henry Addington, Oklahoma 
Heisler, Bert El. Anadarko, " 
Proffitt, John W. Bartlesville,,, " 
pdeadowa, Joe Caddo, 
Romick, Phillip Albert Claremore, " 
Lewis, Zula Cleveland, " 
Melzel, Harry Cushing, " 
Leach, William 0. Duncan, " 
Dale, William J. Edmond, ,, ** 
Payne, J. B. Enid, 
Turner, Reuben Riley Jhme, ,, 
Allen, Mrs. C. B. Madill, #s 
Eaton, Floyd Mountain View, " 
Gunter, Vivian Muldrow, " 
Brown, Mrs. Victor J. Muskogee, Oklahoma 
Finley, Mrs. James H. 11 1* 

Kramer, Beth ,, SY 

Wells, Albert Charles ,, ,, 
Morris, F. C. Norman, Oklahoma 
Barfoot, L. H. Oklahoma City, OU%ma 
Bucher, Mrs. Edward 19 )I 

Callahan, Mrs. R. 0. ,, 99 ,, 
Fisher, George A. St ,, ,, 
Henderson, Mrs. L. H, o *, w 
MePherren, Mand A. 9,  n PS 

Riley, Harris D., Jr., Dr. ,, 99 Be 

Walker, Lillian ,, 1, ,I 

Smith, Mrs. P. U. Sayre, Oklahoma 
Osborn, Donald Gene Shawnee+ *' ,, 
Slmq Gary D. Tahleqnah, 
Almen, William H. Tul,? Okla?pma 
Daly, Ed. G. 
Cordell, David 0. ,, ,, 
Chi ld re .  Celeste A. p* I) 

McLemore, Mrs. Grace 9, St 

Leecraft, Dnnald Stowe 9, w 
I t m o r e ,  Helen n n 



Drlsklll, ma- 
Withall, Vera L. 
Bnrchett, Eloyd Gerald 
Hall, Mrs. Myra Threaa 
Brothem, John 
Thornpaon, Riley 
Teter, Mrs. Martha B. 
Dippel H. W. 

Waurika, Oklahoma 
Altadena, C U ~ n i a  
Long Beach, 
San aancisco, " 
Bayfield, Colorado 
Cloqnet, Minnesota 
Dallas, Texa? 
Keedville, 


