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On August 6, 1952, Dr. Karl Schmitt waa killed when hia car wslr 
struck by a train a t  Magdalena, New Mexico. Karl and his family were 
on their customary vacation in the Southwest when the accident occurred. 
His death is a great loss, not only to his colleagues and many friends, 
but to the field of anthropology; and this loss is amplified by the quality 
of research, teaching and writing Karl did accomplish during his lifetime. 
One feels an uncommonly great distress in being unable to witnem a 
complete fruition of his career. 

Karl was born in Albany, New York on December 20, 1916, but spent 
the greater part of his boyhood in Washington, D. C. He wars a graduate 
ot William McKinley High School In Washington and soon entered George 
Washington University. In 1938, Karl received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in the field of geology, an asset which undoubtedly is partly respond- 
bte tor his careful methods and critical observation in field archaeology. 

During the summer of 1938, he participated in archaeological work 
being conducted by the U. 5. National Museum in western Missouri. In 
the fall, he entered the University of Chicago where all efforts were spent 
in gaining a knowledge of anthropology. Throughout the next two and 
one-half years, Karl spent the time either studying at the University or 
in the field. A second season with the U. S. National Museum excavation 
party was spent in eastern Kans88. In 1939, he dug at the prehistoric 
Kfncaid site in southern Illinois and in 1940 he shifted his attention to the 
eastern seaboard. During this latter period, he conducted archaeological 
work for the Broome County Historical Society a t  Castle Creek in New 
York, and at Potomac Creek, Virginia for the U. S. National Museum. 
Some of this later fieldwork wm utilized for his Master's thesis at the 
University of Chicago. 

In March, 1941, Karl began a year of service aa archaeologist for the 
Sational Park Service at Ocmulgee National Monument, Macon, Georgia 
Thia archaeological work in the southeast further widened his experience, 
In August, 1941, he married Miss Iva Osanai, a student OF anthropology at the 
University, and in the spring of 1942 he returned to Chicago to complete and 
receive his Master of Arta degree in anthropology, 

Karl entered the army as an Aviation Cadet in 1942, whereupon he was 
aent back to the University of Chicago for training as a weather observer. 
After receiving a "Certiifcate of Professional Competence in Meteorologp," 
he was commissioned Second Lieutenant as an Air Corps Weather Offfar 
and soon rose to the rank of Captain. The following three years were 
spent in establishing or operating weather stations both in. the United 
States and the Southwest Pacific. While overseas, Karl ~ a r i 0 ~ 8  
localities in the Netherlands Easf Indies and the Philippines where he a180 
gathered anthropological data. This first hand sc~uahtcmce with the 
Pacific stimulated his interest in both ethnology and social anthropology. 
At the close of World War 11, Karl was released as  a Mafor in the remwe 
On inactfve atatua. 

At thh time, gar1 returned to graduate work at the University oC aim0 
he was awarded a Teaching Asoirtantshi~. Tbrotlgho~t the Y- he 



complet& ail ot him requfrementr for the Doctor of Pbifowphy tn UL- 
pology, and the degr- w u  conferred In late 1947. His Ph; D. -tion 
incorporated much of hh earlier work on the Atlantic coarrt tnta a broader 
rtudy entitled wArchaeologlcai Chronology of the Middle Atlanth Stater," 

In September, 1947, Kurl accepted a padtion M AssWant Profemor ot 
Anthrogologl at the University d Oklahop[~~b where he remained until the 
time ol his dm&. Karl waa atttscted to Oklahoma primarily because the 
rtrte offered M) man9 opportunities for fieldarork. In addition, he was be- 
coming more and more interested in the Great Plains, and Oltlahoma 
rreemed ideal for continued research on this area. During hi8 five years 
a t  the University of Oklahoma, Karl spent his entire time in teaching, 
advtsing rtadents, fieldwork among the Indians, working in the l abo ra to~  
or writing reports. He allowed little time for hobbies or social affairs for 
these other activltler were too demanding of his attention. 

Karl's chief contributions, aside from his influen& upon students, are 
in the field8 of archaeology and ethnology. As an archaeologist, he had 
broad emperfence both working in the field and in analyzing materlala in 
the laboratory. His reportn on the archaeology of the Middle Atlantic 
States and prehistoric rites in the Washita River valley of Oklahoma are 
Important contributions. Karl was deeply interested in historic or proto- 
hlatoric archaeology and felt the need for a much greater overlap in under- 
standing between archaeology and ethnology. He frequently expressed 
the opinion that archaeology waa too much an inventory of artifacts or 
"trait lists" and commonly chided his colleagues for not making a greater 
effort to inject the human element into prehistory. 

The Indians In Oklahoma offered a great attraction for Karl, and he 
soon became their student and sincere friend. He spent every summer in 
gathering fieldnotes or recording and writing up data. He initfated his 
work wit4 the Wichita but soon became the friend of the Caddo, Creek, 
Shawnee, Pawnee, Quapaw, and many other groups. Karl mafntafned 
exWlent rapport and received the respect of Indian peoples throughout the 
entire state. He was a welcome guest at tribal "pow-wows" and intimata 
family gathering@. 

Karl was a long time member and contributor to several professional 
mieties including the American Anthropologlcel Assaciatlon, Society for 
American Archaeology, American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and Sigma Xi. In recent years, he had become an active member 
of the Texas Archaeological and Paleontologfcal Society and the Oklahoma 
Historical Society and had contributed several useful reports for thelr 
jonrnal8.l Just prior to him death, Karl had the pleasure of wehg hi8 
first major work on the Wichita Indiana off the press. h mid-summer, the 
report entitled "Wichita Kinship: Past and Present," written by Karl and 
bis wife, Iva, was printed and ready for distributioa 

He was one of the prime instigators in the formation of the Oklahoma 
Anthropological Society, established for the benefit of anyone interested 
in Indlans, whether amateur or professional, and he served as  Secretan- 
Trsasursr throughout the early months of its existence. Karl was a familiar 
isdivfdual at  national and regional gatherings of anthropologists and umnalb 
presented a paper or report on hb current research or ideas. Hirr smfle, 
hi4 easy fiiendrbip and h L  enthurissm alwaya made such conference8 more 
enfoyabla 

At the Onfvemfty of Oklahoma, within the past year, K u l  had reed* 
a P M ~ O ~ I O ~  from Aaaintant Froferrsor to Associate Professor and 
8ppofnted .a Curator of EUmolom for the UniveruiW Bbwum. He 



-0 (Ihrlnnla d th8 I ) s ~ ~ t Q f d n t h r o p d 0 q , ~ 8 f 0 r r r ; 1 r r u  
term rt.rtlnl in the fall of 1950. Xi8 extenrlr. nuucb on the WhhIt8 
nu largely completed and he had juat undertrken a cornparatha study tm 
Central Siouan social organization. The accident which took Karl% w e  
h.r not only deprived UB of a sincere and ertnmed Moudship. but it h u  
termhated the cueer of 8 vital permacrlity u it wnu fnrnipf rrrd, ap, 
D~W - 
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