
A HIGH POINT IN AMERICA'S THINKING 

In  taking up the work of Secretary of the Oklahoma Historid 
L3aoiety more than eight yesne ago, I found two mm in the Hib 
torial Building given over to emphasizing the birrtory of the War 
Between the States, 1861-1865. Perhaps no period of American 
history reveals the fundamental issues, the hidden cornpromisea, and 
finally the flaming differences involved in the founding and growth 
of the American Union than did theae four years of civil strife. 
So these moms, one designated aa the Union Memorial Room and 
the other as the Confederate Memorial Room grew out of a noble 
desire of a large group of Oklahoma citizenship devoted to the ideab 
and traditions of the Old South in the four year contest, and a great 
sentiment and loyalty of many people in the State who wished b 
pay tribute to, and preserve the teachings of their ancatom in their 
loyalty to the Northern cause. 

It should be said that perhap Oklahoma, the forty* &ate, 
coming into the Union on November 16, 1907, is likely the moat 
ammopolitan in the American Union. Situated in the heart of the 
United Statea it has been a mrvoi r  into which north and south, 
east and west, have poured their peoples. When the Oklahoma Terri- 
tory and the Indian Territory were joined to make one state the 
population of Indian Territory, composed largely from inhabitants re- 
ceiving their origin from the South, was 733,062. The Territory of 
Oklahoma, then posseseing a population of 681,115 was compoeed of 
aettlera from the northern ~tates and of corn was saturated with 
Northern sentiment. So those who planned a liberal, unbiased, and 
loftpthinking institution, devoted to all of Oklahoma's people, 
proceeded with high and prophetic insight developed under law two 
departments embracing and visualizing the principles and glory of 
the Confederate and Union cause. To keep the atmosphere free af 
historical bias, and in accordance with state law, the B d  of Dires 
tors through the yeam have ruled that the custodians of these room 
should be scions of Union and Confederate soldiers, respectively. 

Observing that visitors entering theee rooms are compoeed of 
thousands of school children and thollsands mom of adult Okh- 
homana and Americana (more than 125,000 entered the Oklahorn 
B(istorica1 Society building in 1951), I discovered there were evi- 
dences of falee judgments originating fmm old-time prejudicial in- 
fluencea, 



That mmething might be done that would conoemtrab the 
splendid positive values disclosed to the visitors coming to v i a d b  
and etndy this period, and at the same time, challenge the nagrtive 
Wdcing which was too often apparent, I had fashioned two electrically 
illuminated panels measuring some 3 x 7 feet. 

On the panel in the Union Memorial Room the visitor wads the 
following : 

VEBITOR, YOU - w A BOOM OF WBEBT  mua am rn ma- 
HONOB. READ THE WORDS OF ABRAHAM L ~ O O L N  : 

"WITH MALICE TOWARDS NONE, CHARXTY FOR AbL, WITH PfBYNPBB 
IN THB BIQBT, AS &D GIVES US TO 6EE THE BIQHT, LET US gTBIVIl ON '1Y) 

PINEBH THID W O B ~  WE  BE IN; TO ~ r n  UP THE NATION'S w o r n ;  TO 
CABE FOB HIM WHO 8 H U  HAVE BORNE THE BATTfg, AND PO1 HIS 
WIDOW, AND HIS OBPHANS; TO DO Afrt WHICH BUY ACHIEVB AND <3EEBISR 
A JUST AND LASTINQ PEACE AMONG OURSELVES AND WITH ALL NATIONS.'' 

In the Confederate Memorial Room, the illuminated panel beam 
these words : 

"VIBITOB, YOU ARE IN A ROOM OF HIC1BEBT HONOB AND PUWI;BT 
THOUGHT. READ THE WORDS OF GENEUL R~BIEBT EDWAED Lm: 

"I LOOX FORWARD TO BETTER DAYS AND TBU8T THAT TIXE AND 
PZPEMENCE THlD GREAT TEACHERS OF MEN, UNDER THE GUIXUNCS OP 
AN EVEB YEBICIFUL (%D, MAY SAVE US FBOM THE DESTBUCTION 
BEBTOBE TO us m BBIQHT HOPES m PROSPECTIJ OF TBE PAST." 

The Event Around Which This Art* Centers 

b America has grown strong and mighty, the sectiondim and 
bittemese occasioned by differencea of honest opinion more than 
ninety years ago, is fast disappearing. One of the most remarkable 
proofs of this, and pleasing beyond measure to every thhking Ameri- 
can was an event that took place in the United States Military 
Acsdemy at West Point on the birthday of General Robert E. Lee, 
January 19, 1952. It is one of the climactic points in the evolution 
of American life because it reveals this country can and does lift 
itaelf through agencim of civilization until it embraces great ele- 
mental truths which bring a higher and nobler freedom. 

In order that this event may be recorded with as much accuracy 
and point ae pamible, some paragrapha from the New York Timsr 
of Sunday, hnuary 20, 1952, are here given: 



The parttstt, I r w ~  a8 8 ~~ piece to a prtDtiag of Gen. mnaa 
8. Grant,.Union leu& in the W u  Between the Statem, was pretmnted to 
tb. Acadaiy W a committee hsrddd by Oardon Gmy, former secretary 
d tho drmy and now preddent of the University of North Carolina. The 
portrait was painted by 8ldney E. Mekineon. 

General Lee, who reabned from the United State8 Army in April, 1861, 
to cammand tint the mtlttary torcea of hi8 native Virginia and Later all 
the Confederate armies, waa honored and welcomed "home" a t  the unveiling 
ceremonies a8 a iamoaa non and distinguished graduate of the academy. 
&nerrl tee, after hts surrender, was indicted on a charge of treason but 
never was trted. 

The portraits of the two Wert Point graduates who fought againat each 
other have been placed on either dde of a gothic-type window that stretches 
from the floor to the ceiling on the main rotunda of the library. The Lee 
portrait is the first picture of a graduate of the academy in a Confederate 
uniform to be hung at Weat Point. Although other portraits of the 
General and of other Confederate officer8 are hung here, all portray them 
in the uniform they wore a8 offlcers in the United States army. 

Oeneral Grant, commander in chief of the Union Forces, accepted 
General Lee's rword in amender a t  Appomattox Courthouse, Va., on April 
9, 186band then returned the sword. Neither of the generals is wearing 
a rword in the portrait0 hanging in the post library. 

The unveiling ceremony took place on the 146th anniversary of General 
Lads birth in Westmoreland County, Va., on Jan. 19, 1807, and on the 100th 
annirerllary of his appointment as the eighth superintendent of the United 
Ststes Mtiitary Academy in 1862. The painting was unveiled by his m a t  
grandchildren, Hamon E. Ely, 111, and Ann Carter Ely, both of New Pork. 

Lieut. Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, former superintendent of the academy. 
in a speech in connection with the unveiling ceremonies, "welcomed" 
General Lee back into the fold of the West Point graduates. "To some. 
thia delay in acknowledging our Confederate graduates may seem excessive 
prudence, o r  indeed a concession to the bugbear of sectionalism long since 
departed from the land" said General Taylor in a talk before a distingubhed 
gathering of West Pointers. "In spite of the sight of the stars and bars 
flying from the radio masts of occasional automobiles coming out of Dixie. 
few fair-minded men can feel today that the issuea which divided the h'orth 
and the South in 1861 have any real meaning in our present generation. 
By the eame token, there has ceased to be any justification for maintaining 
the tiction a t  West Point that General Lee's military life ended in 1861 
when he declined the command of the Northern army and presented hL 
aword to the State of Virginia. To most of us it appears high time to lap 
aside ouch historical blinders in viewing our graduates, and to acclaim 
with pride the fact which every school boy knows-that Robert Lee am 
not only a dieting~ished graduate of West Point, a superintendent who 
contributed notably to the development of the academy, a brilliant o!ficer 
of the United Staterr army worthy to be offered the supreme command, but 
alm the immortal battle leader of the Confederacy whose d-beds will etlr  
men's soul aa long as future generatione find time to read the history of 
this country." 

General Taylor asked Weet Pointers to rejoice in the symboliem of 
unity that the unretling ceremony offered. "Today there is no North or 
South, no East or Wert, but one people, proud to honor two such leaders 
u b e  and Grant," he add. 

"lt fa true that we have other divisions, other trouble8 which dietnet 
and dlatreoe. But when our burdens seem heavy, let U8 draw strength .nd 



inspiration from the fortitude which Lee and Grant dlrplyed ha the tarribla 
days of the Civil War when the country was in grtmter danger than 8t any 
time in oar history." 

The I m  painting was commhioaed by a committee compcMed of IYtr. 
Gray, Wharton Weems, Dr. Douglas Southhall Freeman, Wm. Clayton, Wm. 
Randolph Hearst, Jr., and General Taylor. Maj. Gen. Frederick A. Irving, 
present superintendent, accepted the portrait on behalf of the inrtltutlon. 

Weat Point graduates were represented at the ceremonies by Brig. 
Gen. Chauncey L. Fenton, retired, president of the arrsocktion of the grad- 
uates. and a representative of each of the academy's clasaes having 1 1 ~  
graduates. 

So on the hundredth anniversary of Robert Edward Lee's ap- 
pointment as the eighth superintendent of the United Statee Military 
Academy in 1852, he was welcomed home to West Point. Thh h one 
of those rare and quiet events born of racial wisdom that move up 
through the decades. Although it is not surrounded by the clamor, 
tumult and shoutings of men, still it is the most genuine mark of 
human progress. Eighty-seven years have gone by since Appomattor. 
The sectional bitterness that has occasioned so much weaknem and 
sorrow has almost been erased. The youth in our homes and schoolr 
need beyond measure the lessons of the noblest heroes found in the 
Lincoln 's, Lee 's, Grant 's and Jackson 's. 

It is the hope of this writer that some of these paragraphs may 
be read by some teachers of aspiring youth in the Oklahoma and 
American sclmls. Curricula, conrses of study, teachere, come and 
go. Heroes and hero-worship never die. 


