
ORlDiRON PIONEERS AT HENRY KENDALL COLLEGE 

Betmen 1903 and 1911 Henry Kendall College, now the Uni- 
VWliity of Tulsa, failed to field- a football team for intercollegiate 
ampetion. However, those were momentous yeare for the college. 
In 1906 an expansion program was launched on the Kenddl campus 
which ended in the transfer of the college to Tulsa from Bhskogee. 
The offer from Tulsa's city fathers for a free grant of land was 
accepted, and in the year of Oklahoma's statehood the college began 
ite fourteenth year in a oneatory, two-room building then located 
at the comer of Folarth and Boston streets. in Tulsa. 

The college wae located on its present site in 1908 when both 
Kendall and Robertson halls were completed. 

Kendall'a reappearance on the collegiate football scene in 1912 
eame at a time when the game itself was becoming modernized. New 
d e b  had altered the game. Offensive teams were allowed an extra 
d m ,  or four downs, to make ten yards. The length of the playing 
fidd was reduced from 110 yuds to 100, with a 10-gard "end zone" 
behind each goal line for receiving forward passes. Kickoffs, formerly 
made from the 55-yard line, were placed on the 40. Touchdowns 
were revalued at six pointa And perhaps most important, the 
ZO-ysrd limit on forward p a w  was removed. 

Other changes occurred, including elimination of the on-side 
H& But to southwestern fans and players the liberation of the 
forward pass waa by far the most important. 

Between the 1903 and 1912 seasons Kendall had played only 
me game. In 1910 a strictly "informal" Kendall team lost to 
Broken h w  high school's state champions, 11-5. It was not until 
Oetober, 1912, that Kendd decided to field a team for that season. 
Sam McBirney, a young banker, was coaching at Tulsa High Sehoo1.l 
Who could coach the Kendall elevent H. L. Allen, a student a t  
Xendall who had played football before coming to Tuk ,  offered 
his services in exchange for part of his tuition. The offer wm ac- 
cepted and Alien began forming a team. 

The 1912 squad met four opponents and won from but one, the 
I&rrobee Indian school at Sapulpa (57-0). In what might be called 
a poatgeggon affair, Allen agreed to meet McBirney's high sch001 
( d m  and the regnlts were humiliating for the college team. Paced 
bp a Blrasbing young bath: later destined to wear KendallSs wlo~s,  



Jshn Y m ,  the prep team rolled eyer Kenddl, 32-6. Yo- flrs~ 
the individual standout, but the high school line gathered glory whem 
it hdd Ken- for three do- on the one-yard line. Incidentally, 
one of the largest football crowds ever assembled in northeastern 
Oklahoma watched the game--over a thousand fans! 

b r g e  "Red" Evans took over the coaching task in 1913. Al- 
though the schedule was not impressive his team won five game8 
and lo& only to the Pittsburg (&mas) Teachers, 32-25. At the 
start of the season, Ewrns relied on 13 candidates, but injuries soon 
whittled the squad down to the basic 11 players. For the game 
against Haskell A. & M. Evana borrowed aeveral wagons and drove 
the squad to Broken Arrow, where, despite the tiresome ride, 
Kendall won, 58-0.' 

Confident that this was Kendall's year to turn the tables, Evam 
accepted a challenge from McBirney's Tulsa High School team 
which had just won the state championship. During that season 
the prep squad had set a new national scholastic scoring record by 
completely smothering Okmulgee, 155-7. Young was again Mc- 
Birney'a star performer, while Evans relied on Joe Hause for hi8 
break-away man. 

The game was played on Thanksgiving Day, 1913, and began 
after a long delay over the choice of officials. Once the conteet 
started, Tulsa's prep etam scored quickly. Four minuh after the 
kickoff the high school team scored and Young converted. Hause 
kept Kendall in the game by scoring on a long run. A few minutes 
later, with "Swede" Peterson clearing the way, " Injun Joe" broke 
away again. Hause'a second score seemed certain until a desperate 
high school tackler hauled him down short of the goal line. From 
that point on, the prep team went on a scoring rampage, tallied 
three more touchdowns and won going away, 25-6. The victory 
might have been even more lopsided if it had not rained throughout 
the final quarter. 

Evans' team was decidedly handicapped because star Quarter- 
back Tom Ray had been seriody injured in an earlier game. 
Nevertheless, the defeat was decisive. After the game, several of 
McBirney 's friends urged him to offer his services to Henry Kendall 's 
1914 team. It was his love of the game which brought about 
acceptanct+a short time later-of the Kendall coaching post. 

Coach McBirney scheduled eight contests for the 1914 maam 
H e  persuaded the all-state back, John Young, to enroll at KendaU 
Young had been sought by Michigan, Oklahoma, and other more 
prominent colleges, but the prize pupil chose to stay with his teacher. 

%Not bo be cmftwcd with W d l  Institute of Lnwrmce, hms. Thir .rru 
officially hnnn u the Hmkell State School of Agriculture, founded at Broken 
Arrow fn 1908 It chued in 1917. Sae C h r  Williim Daoibon, "Edllc~tion at State 
bad,- rh8 c- vd. XXMI]I Ho. 1 (Spiln(C, IW), p. 80. 



Paddle in hand, McBirney stressed fa& starb, rugged Macbing 
and teeth-chattering taklea. He drove the squad on, pointed to the 
games with the Sooners and the Farmers (as the A. and M. Cowbops 
were then called), and dressed the fundamentals of good football. 

"Buck fever" gripped the Kendall team when the first oppor- 
tunity arrived. A. and M. had a long list of names on ita roeter, 
and that fact alone gave the Farmem a tremendous p~yehological 
advantage. The game was hardly under way when the Aggies 
pnsbed through Kendall'u defenses and scored. But the sho& of 
that touchdown brought order oat of chaos. The nervous and be- 
wildered KendaU team was transformed into a smooth-f9nctioning 
machine. It began playing the type of football that McB~lmeg had 
emphasized-wide open-like the vast stretches of the Stillwater 
campus. Ivan Grove, the Kendall quarterback, was injured early 
in the game and replaced by Vergil Jones. Grove's pa6sing and 
punting duties fell to Young, who brought Kendall back in the game 
with a touchdown heave. Jonee missed the conversion and Kendall 
trailed, 7-6. 

The second half wm fought on even terms nntil three 8econds 
before the final gun when A. and Me uncorked a pass play which 
produeed a ecore. The final count favored the Farmers, 13-6. Be- 
tween the two 8chools this hectic senemwas destined to continue aa 
one of the section's leading football attractions. 

In a warmup game for the Okh&oma contest, McBimey took 
his team to Claremore for a game with the Eastern University 
Preparatory acbool.Vhe orange-and-black Kendall team (the colors 
undoubtedly borrowed from Princeton) won easily, 54-0, but the 
game WM not a "tea and crumpet" affair. A reporter's account of 
the game disclosed that "near the cloee of the game, enconraged by 
a mean crowd on the sidelines, the Prep team became rough to the 
moet extreme degree." A8 a teetimonial for the jonmalist's re- 
mar4 Vergil Jones, the diminutive and speedy end, came out of the 
game with a fmtured jaw. 

The long-awaited day Lvrived when McBirney's friend, Bennie 
Owen, brought his redghirted Sooners to Tnlaa The Oklahoma 
taam had trimmed a great Haskell Institute muad in Knn#n City. 
The Kadall game wss a stopover for the mivemiv a q d  whioh wm 



headed for N- Pnrceeds of the eonteat, whioh wae played on 
Monday, Nortmbm 30, were ta be d in providing an OHIlhmnr 
State &it at tbe Pan-Pacifi~ expoeitioa in San Francisco. Tbe 
Soonem d v e d  in Tnlss early an the game day, dreeeed and went to 
the playing field which was near the railrosd station. 

When the ;Sooner quad, tPoioe the size of Kendall's 16-man crew, 
pranced onto the field .wrapped in their hnge "0" blankets, the 
game was p ~ l l ~ t i d y  thein, by default. The poise of the Kendallites 
gave way to a " mare " which all football players sometimes experience ; 
not necessarily a fear, but a pit-of-thedomach feeling of uncertainty. 

Playing without the services of their ace fullback, "Spot" Qeyer, 
the OU eleven kicked off and immediately recoverad a Xendall 
fumble on their host's 25-yard line4 On the first offensive play 
of the game, Elmer Capshaw, the Sooner pass artist, toesed a long 
aerial to Neil J o b n  for a touchdown. Another Capshsw 'pass 
came a few minutes later and placed the ball on the Kendall six, 
where Boyd carried it over for the second Oklahoma touchdown. 
Before the half ended, Boyd threw a psss to Montgomery, who had 
scored the second marker for the Sooners, and the OU end again 
tallied. 

Despite the efforts of Blevens, Handley and other Kendd  
linemen, the contest appeared to be a rout as the second half began. 
However, Owen, poseibly moved by his friendship for Kendall's 
coach, started his secynd-8tring backfield. Kendall punted after 
failing to gain, but the Sooner back who received the kick fumbled 
the ball on his own 15 and an alert Kendall man recovered. In five 
plays freshman Gmve and Young punched the pigskin across the 
Oklahoma goal, the scoring honor going to Grove. Grove then 
converted and Tulsa's partisan crowd began to hope again. 

That one break was the lone flaw in the Sooner game' that 
afternoon, and as the clock ran out it appeared that the final score 
would be 20-7. In the fading minutes another Sooner touchdown 
came after a SO-yard pass and a scoring plunge by the OU taclde, 
Billie Clark. The final count -was 26-7. Kendall's failure to stop 
the Oklahoma overhead attack had amounted for the difference. 

Clad in a starched sollar, high-topped shoes and a derby hat, 
McBirney wed to console the gloomy Kendall squad as the fans 
filed out of Tulsa's -old Weatern Bssociation ball park. Paul Handley, 
"Spud" Austin, Cliff Abn, "Puny" Blevens and the other line- 
men were ready to drop with fatigu~--most of them had played the ' 
full 60 minutes. 

Several weeks later a banquet honoring the team was held in 
a Tulsa hoteL -The highlight of the affair came when the college 



APPENDIX A 
Elam P. McBfmey waa well known u one of Talsds Isrrdiry d b m  

who hsb long served. pr Vice Prerideat of the National B8nk of Cknwmw 
at thm time oi bia death in Tolea, on January 20,1986. He is survived by 
hir H e  and their tour children: 8umn (Mra W. F. Bush), Willi.mr, 
Seanuel and Mary Megan (Mm. R. D. Bryan). Mrr. McBirney (n& Nettie 
Williams), a t  the time of her marriage to Sam P. IUcBlrney in 1913, ma 
Supetvtor  of Home Eemuomtc~ in the Muskogee public lrch001 rystsm, and 
to-dap ir an outatanding burinem woman of T u b  

The following tribute to Mr. MeBIrney appeared in The Cdkgka, Vol. 
mI, No. 5 (December 1,1917), quarterly magasino of Henry KenW College, 
0. to: 

%am McBirney, Caach 
"No man in the Southwest So more trequently -ken of and admired 

daring the football mamn than Sam McBbey. He hsr been 8 Mend and 
football coach of Kendall College for a number of yesrs. Beiore coming 
to Kendal and during his early football experience he played half-back 
on some rmall teams, and the year 1900 he began coaching New Mexico 
University and led to championship in two years. He is irmous for being 
reaponaible for muthweetern cham~ionship of two college teama 
during 1913, he coached Tulea High to atate championship. Ihuing the 
year of 1913, a number of hi8 beat aathletes of Tulsa High School graduated 
md the following autumn began their college career at  Kendall. McBirney 
resing a great future for them men was easily influenced to take charge 
of the  college team. The team did good work daring the yeu 1914, .nil 
the entire squtrd returned to college the following fall 8nd were led 
farther into the science of football, tying the score with Oklahoma A. & M. 
College, and being beaten only one point by OBlahoma University. The 
y w  1916 opened and McBirney waa one of the first men to appear on tba 
Xendall gridiron. It har been raid by good authority that there fi no 
man in the weat that can plan a better offennive C O P F ~ ~  for a football team 

, than McBirney. This was proved during the autumn of 1916 when hia team 
were mouthweatern champion8 and all-rictorious. Most people thought that 
he would not attempt to coach any mor- but thb year even though hi8 
duties an a banker are extremely numerous, he .ppeur at the college 
every evening and can be heard from a great dbtance giving hi6 cbmmllldr 
for hard hitting and speed. The College frr certainly fortunate in having 
auch a friend at ita doom, and the boy8 who xiake UP the footW1 muad 
are free to exprem their respect and admiration for mch a noble cUmcW.* 

Acknowledgments are due Dr. Fred 8. Clinton, of 'Ihlu, tor him h- 
tcu08t and wistance in securing the above biographical n o w  the phob 
gnpb d Sam P. McBirney accompanyjng thin article, and photoCFIphr of 
the Kendall Team and Field Houm for the folloaint utdcle.-Ed. 


