
Azmbel Fleming Thommon was born Jaaaary 6, 1874, at Clartsvfue, 
Texa8, an4 died September 16, 1M9, in Paul8 Valley, Oklahoma, where sbe 
nru interred. She wae the daaghter of Jagles Tltua Flembg and Martha 
Amanda Childem PleBnfng. Anabel Fleming w a ~  the fonrth of Plae ohildra 
Mr. md Mra J. T. Flemiog moved ltrom Teuur to Ardmore, Indium Terri- 
tory, about 1886, w b m  Mrs. Fleming WWJ active in the org;anbattorr ot the 
Methodtst Church. She crSso ammgd for the timt subscription acbool for 
white children tn drdmore (the only other school8 being the ecsttered 
mfssion schoole). Mr. Fleming was the tirst, or one ot the &I& U. 8. 
Commimioners at Ardmore. In 1895, Mr. and Mr0. J. T. F1emlng and their 
chndmn moved to Paula Valley, I. T. where Mr. Fleming was Clerk ot the 
Fed- Court. 

Anabel Fleming had gone to school in Clarksrflle, Jonerr Instttute, In 
Paris, Texas, and in Austin, Texas. She came to Pauls Valley with her 
family and worked in her father's omce of Clerk of the Court. On Novem- 
ber 14, 1899, M i a  Fleming was admitted to the bar, the first wo-n we& 
of the Mississippi to be licensed to practice law, and am a result received 
notice in aome of the leading magruinea of that period. 

On November 4, 1901, Anabel Fleming married Charles Harold Thoma- 
son, who had come to Indian Territory to practice law.1 To thta union 
were born four children: Harold Fleming Thomason, now a vice-#resident 
of the Retail Credit Company of Atlanta, Qeorgia; Donald Bryan Thoma- 
80% who died March 13, 1948; Charles MeCampbell Thomssoa, who d i d  
in infancy; and Sara Thomaawn, teacher in the Pads Valley Schoola Mm. 
Thomasbn was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution; 
charter member of the Saturday Club; Parliamentary Law Club, and an 
honorary Life Member of the Pauls Valley Art Club. She was a teacher oi 
gwliamentary law, and a writer of poetry, some of which has been pub- 
lfirhed. Her church affilirrtion was Presbyterian. 

The fact that Mm. Thomason waa the first woman lawyer licerailled 
weat of the Mississippi, and further that she h.d made a high rating oa 
her Bar examhation had led to notlca of her in national magasinca of tbe 
period. Mnnsefs 116cyasiRc (New York)'cruried an article abnt her adardrrton 
to the Bat; Harpers h a w  for January 11, 1900 (Val. XXXf I I, Number 3) , 
p. 26, carried the followbg: 

"The Indian Terri- ia no longer a reapmtlon. Ib lateat H e  
towardrr full development and probable Statahaod fa marked by the urmlk 
sfon of M h  Anabei FlemiDg to practk law in the UhUed StaW cmrt 
that baa jtuhdiction over the ChhcLcawrw Nation. 

%he i8 a resident of the town at Pa1110 Valley, and acquired her law 
knawledge whfle adsting her father in the mart in which she w a ~  recently 
sntalled aa a coanreltor. The Wwn of Pam Valley, where lllIlilr Blcrmfae 



“Miss Flexning, howmer, despite her ru#ociatton with the bloody jarrtia~ 
of the frontfew, is a young lady of highly cultivated manner, and though her 
legal attafnmenta were only known to her intimate friends, her pre-eminent 
u d a l  and intellectaal qualities have been remmimd by all who know her. 
Sha is dintinctly the leader of society in her community, and is thoroughly 
conventfoaal. She is Southern born and Southern bred, of Scotch anoeatry, 
snd her family &I among the beat known and best connected in the State of 
Texan. Her father, Eon. J. T. BTeming, wss one of the mventeen ptonemm 
who organized the Republican party in Terss In 1868. Her grandfather, 
Hoa W. H. Fleming, commanded a regiment in the Confederate service, and 
war a member ot the convention that r~comtructed the Constitution of 
Teura after the civil war. Titus County, Texas, wan named for Miss 
Flemlnffa maternal grandfather. 

"Mh F1erninga lineage is from the family atock t h t  aettled in Wil- 
mington, Delaware, in the seventeenth century, and held its reunion at 
P'afnnoat, West Virginia, In 1891, with thousands of  representative^, in- 
cluding the governors of Weat Virglnia and Florida" 


