
THE EARLY DAYS OF ANADARKO 

Anadarko is a aity'nith a fascinating past. To d i v e r  all of 
i b  interesting history,' we must begin with the eetablidment of 
the Wichita Agency in May or June of 1859. It was situated about 
eight milee west of the preaent site of Anadarko on what is now 
known as Leeper Creek.2 Samuel A. Blah was the first agent. 

Matthew Leeper was the acting agent when the Confederates 
took over the agency in 1861. He remained in charge until October 
23,1862, when the agency was the scene of a bloody Indian massacre, 
which was carried out by a group of renegade Indians. Some of the 
employees were murdered, but Agent Leeper eacaped with his life.' 
The buildings were burned, and the agency was not rebuilt until 
after the Civil War. 

William 8hirle9, who had been a licensed Indian trader for 
many yeam, founded Shirley's Trading Pwt in 1859 to do business 
with the Wichitas. By -dying his old ledger, it is apparent that he 
sold many types of articles. The following are among those listed: 
food, clothing, tobacco, soap, looking glasses, rope, playing cards, 
saws, knives, padlocks, blankets, canned goods, hunting equipment, 
candles, ribbon, and buffalo robes.4 It is interesting to note that 
Shirley outfitted General Albert Pike, who in Augnst of 1861 pur- 
chased a large amount of supplies from Shirley. Jesse Chisholm was 
quite a steady customer in the spring of 1862. Of course, Shirley 
sold a great deal to the white men of the Agency and a large quantity 
to the Indians of that area. Apparently, there was a Negro who was 
also a frequent customer. 

The Wichita Agency was re-established in 1871. I t  was situated 
across the Washita River north of the present site of Anadarko. 
Shirley's store was set-up near by. This was the period of the 
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Quaker pgents, and Johnathan Richards was the first one sent he&!. 
According to Etevemd Mcthvin, the Quaker Agents made a fine 
rwrd in this region. 

I n  September, 1878, the Kiowa and Comanche Agency was con- 
solidated with the Wichith offioe, and the Anadarko Indian Agemy 
became a larger and more important concern. It was now weponaible 
for the safety and well-being of 4,117 By 8eptember of 
1901, it  was reported that the Agency had jnriediction over some 
3,626 Indisne. This number included the following tribes: Apaehe, 
Kiowa, Co-che, Wichita and affiliated bands, and the Caddo' 

The name "Anadarko" also has a picturesque legend behind it. 
In 1875, a poet-office was established a t  the Agency. The men there 
\vmted to name the postsffice after Shirley, but he declined the 
honor and snggested that they call it "Nadarko." Mr. Shirley's 
wife was a member of a nearly extinct tribe, the Nadarkos (Nadakos). 
They had been moved to the Leased District from Texas and had 
settled among the Wichitas. In 1869, they camped near the present- 
day Anadarko. Their hisfmy, however, goes back to 1539, when they 
were mentioned by De Soto as the Naidaches Indians. He found 
them in Loaiaiana a t  that time. The name of the agency became 
" A-nadarko" supposedly through a mistake in the spelling in 
agency rec~rds.~ 

The religious work done in this area must be given its right- 
ful place in this discussion because of the important role it played 
in bringing civilizadon to the Indians. The Baptista had sent mis- 
sionaries to the affiliated tribes north of the Washita River, but 
"beyond the work of the Friends in their official capacity and the 
efforts of Battey, nothing had ever been attempted among the war- 
like tribes south of the Washita River."8 The Episcopal h i o n  
was brought here in 1883, but i t  was not permanent. Reverend 
J. B. Wicks was in charge of it, and when he retired, there wars no 
mission in this area for some time. 

Reverend J. J. Methvin was sent by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South to work among the "wild tribes" of all of the western 
portion of Indian Territory. He arrived in this region in 1487. 
Reverend Methvin was to fix mission locations and to plan mission 
work. He finally centralized his attention upon AnRdsrko, where 
he worked with the three tribe6 south of the river. Here he built a 
parsonage with a church annex and held regular ~ervicea. 

5 Arurrral Report of tAc Commissioner of Indian Afjairs, 1879, p. 62. 
@ 1 4  1901, p 320. 
7Wilip J. Dickerson, Hisfmy of Anadtuko, 0. T., pps. 31, 33, 35. 
8 Me&* sp. cit., p. 84. 



R e v e d  M v i n  foapded a do01 for l[ILdisn youth, dled the 
Methvin htitmte, wbieh was opened in 1890.* He began with fitteen 
pupih, which iroon-became thirty, and in two y- there were over 
mentgr-five pup& in attendance. h e r e n d  Methvin mulagtd to 
get rome government fun& for his ~ 0 0 1 ,  and it wes a h  given 160 
sera of l a d  By 1901 them were 120 pupils, four tewbm, and 
eight employsae in the indastrial department. A mmmendsble job 
wae done i x i  preparing the Indian youth for living full and worth- 
while lives in the white man's sooiety. 

The new BPadsrLa was built right up agabst the echo01 property, 
and this msde it quite valuable. Methvin Institute w- dobed after 
over twenty years of d t a b l e  service. It was pnrcbssed by a 

.syndicate of fonr men, much again& Reverend Methvin's  wish^^.^^ 
Reverend 8. V. Fait established a Presbyterian school and mis- 

sion in 1892. He built a church at the Agency and founded hia 
school, the Mary Uregor Memorial School, or Mautame, four miles east 
of Anadarb. It had an excellent reputation and the ePFdlmat 
was about twenty-two in bptember of 1901.11 

Saint  atr rick's Mission Boarding School was for many ysan a 
government contract school. . It was founded in 1892 by Father 
Isidore Ricklan, who acted as euperintendent. The Sisters of Saint 
Francis were in charge, and this Catholic mission school also con- 
tributed ita large part to the care and training of the Indian youth 
of thia area. 

The present day Riverside Indian Boardin& School was estab- 
lished by A. J. Standing on September 23, 1871, at the Wichita 
Agency. There had been little educational work among them Indiana 
before this time. Thomas C. Battey took over as enperintendent on 
October 31, 1871. The sahool's meager beginning was with from 
six to eight pupils. They had only the crudest aceommodationa, and 
the ehildren slept out-of-doors until November 15 of that year when 
the school actnally became a boarding school. There were eleven 
pupils at this, time, most of whom were Caddo or Delawsre with a 
few Creeks. Battey was there only a short time: as he soon went on 
to do work among the Kiowa.'" 

A modern and more adequate building was constructed in 1879 
when the school was re-built after having burned. The new building 
was fiUed h a s t  to capacity. In 1901 the Riverside Wool had 
several wood and brick buildings and complete wrrter and sanitation 
facilities. Along with their regular dammorn studies, the boys 



W1th two organir;ed charcbes, four &onls in and around the 
Agencys and the IlooL Idad Bsilway which had been lmilt U u g h  
the town site of A m d m b  while it was stin on the rammation, the 
Bgenoy emp10~1eea early shared moet of the advantages of a small 
town. The little eettlement included the agent's offioe, two cam- 
misaari- a pbpiciaa'a office, aaw mill, shops, homes, traders' 
stores, and the Wuonic Ijodge, which was ehartereil in 1884.14 

The women of the Bgeney had in January, l&M, organiaed a 
literary d e t y ,  the "Philomethic Club," which wtui "oompomd of 
thoee who are inteedmi in improving their leisare h o w  by literary 
and aocia p d t a . " l i  It wa6 atill d v e  in 1901, and was am- 
tributing ita part toward making the new Anadarko a cultural com- 
munity. That year, ita &rbm members were studying Caeaar among 
other wbjecte. 

The op&hg to settlement of the Fort Sill Country was the M 
great land opening in Oklahoma. The day selected was Ansaef 6, 
1901, when the reservations of the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, and 
Wichita Indians were opened to the white man. This region was 
divided into three counties; Comanche, Kiowa, and Caddo. The 
registration for lands in the "Kiowa-Comanche Country" was held 
at El Reno and R Sill. aegiatwtion for the vicinity of Anadarko 
was conducted at El Reno. The drawing for all land was at El 
Reno and began on July 29. 

This $an was used in mbsequent openings in other parts of the 
country with the same success, and "the old days of the 'horse race' 
were over. "I6 The lottery was a better and more satisfactory system." 

The plan of opening was a very good one, and it was car- oat in 
excellent fashion. The feature of selling the lots of the county eeat tawno 
at auction and giving the procaeda to the new counties for made, bridgea, 
public buildings and the expenam of I d  government until tsxm could 
be levied and collected, was a particularly good arrangement, and the 
resnlta were very satisfactory. 

Anadarko was selected as county seat of Caddo County, and 
Colonel Jams F. Bndlett, the Indian agen*, was asked by the 
government to locate a site for the new town. He decided it should 
be situated between the property of the Indian Agency on the north 
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and the Methodist Mbrinn land oar the mtb. This area was a oorn 
field full of tall corn which was dried and withered due .to the long 
dmth. 

On August 6, 1901, the town lots were sold at au&n to the 
highest bidders. The pmperty waa 80ld for cash, and each pemn 
was allowed to purchase only one residence lot and one bllEliness 
lot. 

Thoae who wanted to settle in the new townsite8 flocked to the 
out&irts to await the day of the auction. A camp grew up on the 
edge of each one. The future citizens of Anadarko, like those of other 
towns, eetabliehed their "Rag Town." It was made up of tents and 
covered wag0138 methodically arranged like the buildings of any 
other small town. Variona shops and establishments opened up and 
carried on businem in normal fashion. 

There were 1,129 lots bought in Anadarko, and the total amount 
mceived from their sale was $188,455. The expense of the sale was 
only $2,489.62 plus the surveying expense. When this was sub- 
tracted, it still left quite a "tidy sum with which to set up house- 
keeping for themselves. ' '18 This paid for the erection of a court h o w  
and jail, and i t  also furnished funds for the establishment of a light 
and water system. 

Reverend Methvin gives a very colorful account of the " opening" 
in Anadarko in his book, I n  the fim&gRt, a part -of which is quoted 
here :Ie 

The multitudes came, m e  20,000 strong and more. From every 
direction the people came-from the north and the south, from the eaet 
sad the west, from m e w  state in the Union and from nearly every country 
b e n d  the sun: of all csrtn and colora and creeds; Jew and Qentile, 
Catholio and Protestant, Democrats and Repnblicana, Socialists and $odets, 
Holy Rollers and Shouting Methodirta, rtaid and placid Fmubyteriam and 
elected aggrawive BaptWI--rrll a oonglomerate maas of live, reatless, 
writhing, eager humanity. 

Here were Boneut men meking homes, and adventurers htmtlng prey 
like wild M b  in the night, Here were lawyers hungry for a fee and 
ready to represent anything beneath the urn, and advocates ot caste 
equipwd for honeat counsel; docton of along with the quack m d  
patent no6trumr; editor8 and newrpsper men with printing proms quickly 
adlusted tor basieu;  p r d e n  who got h t  a meager heuing abars the 
din end n o w  and clamor and onruah d writhing multitudea. 

The Palitleian wam loud in the land, proclaiming hie love for the "dear 
people," and h t  aupertor fltnea8 for serving them in offlw. 

18 I W  
l*Meth.in, op. c k ,  pps. 101, 102, 103. 



The ealoons were conrtmttly riohttw the law, but it w u  impomible, 
before the courts* as they then were, to caavict one of them. . . . . 

Crime mtalked abroad for day8 and night& and an OCCIOLOnal murder 
was committed. The provisionrrl cvpdt bag Qovemment that ruled at the 
time seemed helpless or induterent to the enforcement d law. 

The Indiana aeemed to catch the mpirit of dissipation and tried to drink 
all the booze that waa shipped in, and each morning the police station waa 
filled with 'drunks' . . . . 

On account of u n ~ ~ ~ i t a r y  conditions, much dckness prevailed, and 
there came an epidemic of typhoid fever md many dled . . . . Frequent 
mourning mingled with the mirth and hilarity of the timea. I t  wall a 
wonderbl day in the hbtory of Anadarko that warr duplicated in other 
town8 at the same time. But a t  lrrrt the storm blew over and the surf 
on the flood of humanity floated on, and Anadarko settled down with a 
citlzenahip worthy of the name. 

When the white man came, the problems of t.be Indian Agency 
greatly incmmd. The Indian copied the white man's drinking 
and gambling. The merchants also extended the Indians credit far 
beyond their ability to pay, "so a system of credit and debt paying 
had to be arranged by the government. " Louis McNight, a young 
attorney, ww employed by the government to handle this ~ i tua t ion .~  

Of the 20,000 that arrived to take part in the opening, only 
around 10,000 stayed in Anadarko. After several months, the 
population of this new frontier town ahrank to about 3,000.a1 

The Congregational, Christian, Methodist, and Baptist denomina- 
tions all set up churches in the new Anadarko. The Methodist 
Church built a tabernacle and held wrvices in "Rag Town" on 
Sunday, August 4, and on the following day an "anti-saloon league" 
was organked under its guidance. The Methodists moved into the 
city proper on the day of the opening. The Congregational and 
Christian Churches were also brought to the city on August 6. 
The Baptists followed on the eighth. By December of 1901, all four 
denominations had permanent church buildings and memberehips of 
up to f i f tyF 

The two b a d  were the firat and second busin- started on the 
town site. They were aimply tenta equipped with iron eafes and 
armed gnarde fdr protection at all times. The two lemonade etande 
were the third and fourth astahlinhments, and an auditorium near 
the auction stand in which people rested while they waited for lots 
was the 
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a 8-8 
aart&ta 
a bank8 
7 bakeries 

10 barber shops 
t building and loan 
6 black8mitha and rapaiting 
4 contractors and bnildetl 
8 clotheru, furnishers, rad 
U docton, phyricians, and ammo- 
1 dalti8t 
6 drryllrtrr 
2 embalming and underb- 
7 funitore 
7 feed a d  produm 
8 grocetiea, teed, and grain 
6 ge& moceriea 
6 caadiem, fruitr, cigar6 
toorl 

18 goods and shoes 
U general merchandiee 
6 hotel8 
4 hunelw rhops and shoe repar 

1s hardwue 
7 insurance-fire and life 
4 hwelem and watch repairing 

11 lberiem and feed stables 
11 lumber yards 
2 millinery 
8 meat marketa 
6 papers and printing offices (3 city papers and 1 county) 
2 news stands and books 
9 notary public 
2 painting and wall papering 

26 real eatate, law and lorinrr 
Bt restaurants and short orders 
a1 ~lrrl00ns 

4 second hand etores 
6 surveyors 
a tailors (and repairing) 
8 transfers and deliveries 
6 tinnem 
8 wagon and feed yards 
8 brick yard6 
Z works and bottling 
8 miscellaneous (including pool room, bowling alley, light company. 

lamp company, post o m ,  telegrsph company, and Rock Island 
Depot) 

It is interesting to note that there were more saloons than any 
other single type of business establishment. Many of them were 



m dabhbmb and appareartljr well supported by 
the Bnsle population of Anaddm D i n  strteg that: "Not 1- 
than $15,000 to fzo,000 am inveete(l in the fine sideboards and bsrs 
alone, kaidclr the bddinga and the mst of running them . . . . . 
Fn,m $5,000 to $10,000 per month is i n v d  in the luxury of drink- 
ing,'* 

In December of 1901, a metery was planned, and good 
buildings had already gone up in Anadarko. Almwt all of the tanb 
had given way to more permanent tppes of strnotare. There were 
also numerous oo;ttagee, and eemd two story homes were under 
constraction. 

Anadnrlm had an active commercial club, which worked for 
the progrese and enlargement af the city. The c i t h  of Anadarko 
felt that "the poesibility of good water power from the falls in the 
river and the timber, and perhaps mineral near Anadarko would 
make the town a fine manufacturing  enter."^ The incorporation 
of the Anadarko Ice Company and its definite plans for construction 
was a venture of great interest to Anadark08118 in 1901. 

Apparently the city was somewhat over-weighted with the spirit 
of frontier optimism. Some of the numerous business establbhments 
would have to fail, because the town was too small to support all of 
them. 

Regular public schools were functioning in less than ninety days 
from the sale of the first lots, They had an adequate and well- 
trained staff of teachera, and the course of study included eleven 
years of work The Superintendent received $100 a month, the 
principals $75, the grade teachers $50, and the primary teacher $65 
a month. A h ,  Anadarko's wlored population of nearly 100 was 
not neglected in the educational system. They had a well-trained 
teacher who received $50 a month for teaching from fourteem to 
twenty Negro children. There was one Negro grocery store in the 
town, and the teacher for the colored youth was the daughter of the 
owner of this bmine88.m 

Cultural and moral advancement, as well as progrem in businem 
and educational development, were quite evident by December of 



1901. A tweIve-piece b a d  waa orgsnited very early; them tlrrrs rJso 
a literary dub and a historical 86Ciety; and an ordinsnc6 claaing 
barber shops on Sunday had been pessed; there waa sa apement 
by drag stores to clee on Sunday; and vigorom attscba upon the 
bagnio8 of the city were being mndueted.fs The number of church 
members was growing steadily, and the churches were becoming well 
eetablished. By tbe winter of 1901, Anadarko was looking forward 

- to a bright and prosperous future. 


