
'XIHVt%S OF THE ANNUAL DIRETIN43 OF THE OKLAHOHA HIS- 
TOBICAL SOCIETY XAY 81,1946, XIXBFISHEB, OICLAHOJ#L 

The Annual Meeting of the Oklahoma Historical Society convened ~ 8 y  
May 27, 1946, a t  Kfngfisher. Following registration of members and 
visitors, the President, Judge Robert L. Williams, called the meeting to 
order in Memorial Hall. 

The Secretary called the roll which showed the folloWing Board 
Members present: Judge R.' L. Williams, Hon. George L. Bowman, Dr. I. N. 
McCaah, Hon. Thomas J. Harrison, Dr. E. E. Dale, Mrs. John R. WilliaxUS, 
Mrs. Anna B. Korn and Dr. Charles Evans, the Secretary. 

The Staff Members present were: Mrs. J. a. Cubage, Mi88 Muriel H. 
Wright and Mre. 0. J. Cook. 

The President requested the Secretary to read a letter from Dr. Mc- 
Cash, asking to be excused at  1:00 o'clgck because of other engagements. 
It was so ordered. 

The President asked for the Secretary's report, which In substance 
was as follows: 

It is with regret that on May 10, I was called to Washington, D. C. to 
the bedside of my granddaughter, because of serious illness, which pre- 
vented my making a detailed report ten days before the assembling of this 
Board at its Annual Meeting, May 27, 1946. However, I place before you 
now an outline of all matters of importance: 

The provisions set forth by the Board in its meeting of April 22, 
1946 whereby the Secretary and President were authorized to  buy a micro- 
film reader was carried out in so far ss making and filing with the Board 
of Affairs a requisition, which they have not yet acted upon, Mr. Virgil 
Browne, Chairman, reports they were waiting for the tiling of competl 
tive bids. The Secretary has requested the Custodian of Newspapers, Mrs. 
Cook, to prepare a special number of documents, involving not more than 
$260.00 for the first filming. The reauest wae in line with W. J. Peter- 
son's motion a t  the April meeting. 

All donors mentioned in the Minutes of the April Meeting have been 
sent letters of thanks In appreciation for their gifts. Mr. George Foraythe 
was notified, as the Board directed, to secure material, etc., as  set out in 
the Minutes of said meeting, for the railing in the rtatuary room. He 
?id he would proceed to carry out the. order. 

All papers, minutes, etc., pertaining to the rtift of Mr. Thomas 3. 
Harrison of a tract of ground in Sec. 26, Twp. 19, Range 19, to the Sodety 
were filed for preservation. 

Mr. Lew Wents was notified of the Board's action inviting him to 
place his portrait in the Art  Gallery of the Oklahoma Hbtorical Society 
ta line with motion made by Mr. H. L. Mnldrow. 

All money authorfzed by the Board for expenses of MIss Muriel H. 
Wright to Washlngtan was Issued by appropriate voucher and Miss Wrtgltt 
haa made the journey and return@ to her work. 

Mrs. John R. Williams and the Secretary appointed to investigate the 
location or whereabouta of any of the milver servlce on the Battleship 



OtZihnm8 8t its sinking bru beaa ewefully attended to and the cornmithe 
b-~&repor+ 

Mr. e o n  Tilley el& to 8Ocoeed Mr. Malone as guard through 
8 00LDlOftm appointed bT tbe ~edaent mtbority tO -ed 
on April 28, 1946 to take effect Mar l5, 1946 and upon the recommendst- 
Um 02 Yt.. Xom, Mr. Pcmk C3reer r&s premnted to the committee 
a~mpsreb Oi Judge Taylor, Mayor R. k Hefner and the Secretary to take 
the plroe q Mr. Tilley when the Bosrd met in Kixwfbher to pabb upoa his 
relectiaa 

All of the department6 have casried out their work since laat report 
with fldeuty and dfMenCY and reports in detail will be @ven by each 
to Memberr of the Board ten days before the meeting in July. 

Hoa Thomas J. aarrison made the motion that the Secretary's r e  
port be awegted. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Kom and carrled. 

Dr. Evans presented the attitude of the Board of Public Al!fab in 
building tho tunnel of the Hhtorlcal Building ae net forth in nronep pro- 
Wed by the laat legislature for that porpoae. H e  said that after being 
preued to a conclusion, the Bcard of Public Affairs wrote a letter in 
which it statad: Due to a pea t  rim of coat in materials and labor they 
would not be able to build the tunnel for $17,600. es set forth by legisla- 
tive appropriation that it would take twice that amount to build it now. 

Judge Williams presented to the Board the view that he believed the 
Board of Public Affairs should be given notice by the Board of Directors 
to have money transferred from the other items of appropriation W e  by 
the l ~ l a t ~  ruch as light, repair, etc., and to push the work eo they 
could have surer and better heat for next winter in the Historical Build- 
ine. 

Motion was made by Mrs. Anna B. Korn that the Board of Directors 
of the Oklahoma Historical Sock@ accept the view of Judge Williams and 
the Board of Public Affairs be notified by the Secretary to that effect. 
The motion was seconded by Hon. Thomaa J. Harrison and carried. 

Dr. B. B. Chapman, Hir,tory Department of the Oklahoma A. & M. 
College, Stillwater, was mcogair;%d by the President. Dr. Chapman stated 
that due to a Ffre in the buildings in Wadkington, D. C., the regular census 
reporb of 1890 of Oklahcma Territory were dertroyed. He further stated 
that there records were badly needed by the historians and researchere in 
the State and if the Board of the Oklahoma Historical Society would 
uwbt him he could secure micrcfilm copies of a special census taken for 
the original seven counties In 1890. 

Judge William4 stated the Oklahoma Historical Society wouhi eesiat 
in tummbling all papers and materiala for micro-tilming such cemuta 
prorfded it did not coat the 8odety too much. 

Dr. E. E. Dale W e  Judge Williams' statement into the form of a 
motioa The motion was seconded by Mr8. Korn and carried. 

The 8ecretarp reed a letter he had received from the Ladies A- 
to the Veterans of Forem Wam of the Unitad States wriuen by -belle 
A. White, Department Secretary of Oklahoma 

Mxn. Korn mmh tEe motioa that the Seerotary write a letter oi tbmb 
and appreciation to Mlss TKhita, telling her we oury an OLiahcuna War 
Memorial List, but we in* the APrillsrg to work with us in this worthy 
Dm- 

The motion wan seconded by Hon. Qeorge L Bowman and curled 



Jadgm WEIlhmo s t m u d  the need of County hbtories. He 8 ~ 4 m 8 t . d  
that m try and get a good dedail history of e v m  county in tho State 
mB that we s t u t  with the County of giagLlilher. 

Dr. E. E Dab stated that many of the studenb a t  the Oklahomr 
Unkremity wrote the history of their count$ fm  thetir thab in -LIPIS 
out their Mmter's Degree and like all historlea, same an, p o d  and othen 
too gene- to be of historic value. 

Dr. I. N. McClrsb made the motion sat the Basrd of Dimctorn Of 
the Oklahoma Historfcal Society make an effort to get a complete Bbbm 
of every county in the state. 

The motion wan seconded by Mm. Korn and carried. 

The 8emetnry, Dr. Charles Evans, nwd a letter from the OWce of 
ths Quartermaster General, Washington, D. C. in regard to a marker for 
the grave of the late Nathaniel Pryor, it reads aa follows: 

Mr. Charles Evans. 8emetar7 
Oklahoma Historical Elodety 
Historical Building 
Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma 
Dear Mr. Evanr: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of recent date reaardtqg r 
Government stcne to mark the grave of the late Nathaniel Pryor. 

There is enclosed an a~plication form which should be completed and 
returned to this office whereupon steps will be taken to fbrnfahing a 
marker for the above veteran's grave. 

You are assured every conrideratfon will be given the cae~e. 

For the Quartermaster General: 
Sincerely yours, 
George M. McVeigh 
I d  Lt., QMC 
Ausfstant. 

On mction of George L. Bowman, the meeting stood ad!ourned. Dur- 
ing the recess a group picture was made of the Board of Directom, duo, 
a group picture of all members attending the morning business session. 
At 12:00 Noon members and visiton, were guests a t  a luncheon gfven by 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

Ron. Gteorge L. Bowman arcted as taastmaater and introduced Mr. C. P. 
Wckmiller. Mr. Jchn Chamberlain and Mr. 0. E. Brewster. These gentlemen 
made the run in '89 and Mr. Wickmiller is a charter member of the Olda- 
homa Historical Society, joining two dam after it was organized tn 
Kingtisher, May 27, 1893. 

From 1:00 otclock to 1:30 o'clock there were cam to take the riaftme 
and members on a tour visiting the historical place8 of Kingfbher, among 
which was the beautiful cemetery in wbich are buried three of the mem- 
bers who were present a t  the organization of the State Historical Sod* 
fn Kindisher on Bfay 27, 1893. b w l t :  Hon. Abram J. Seay, a member and 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Oklahoma 
from the date of ita organization on May 23, 1890 until the is11 of 1891. 
He became Qoremor of Oklahoma Terrttory on February 1, 1892 and held 
that afLlce untfl May, 1897, when he Wns mcdgeded by Qorernor Rentnm. 



He died December 22. 1916 with interment in the Kingfisher cemetary. 
J, t, A w e  of the "Kingfbher Presem and J. C. Roberts, then Mayor ot 
Illngfisher but a reddent of Enid a t  the time of his death, were also mem- 
beta present a t  the organization of the Historical Society. 

The afternoon program s t a d  at  1:30 o'clock with Hon. George L 
Bo- ~r-idin~. 

Mise Anne Mary Bentley, Oklahoma City, delighted the audience with 
her rendition of Paderewski'ta Chopin Polonaim. 

Addre8res of welcome were given by W. D. Watts, mayor and Harold 
Hubbard, President of the Chamber of Commerce. Historical talks on the 
Indian Tenitwy, Oklahoma Territory, Kingfisher Study Club, and the 
Hmtorical Society were made by Judge Robert L. Williams, President; 
Dr. E. E. Dale, Mrta. W. S. Whirlow and Dr. Charles Evans, Secretary. 

Hon. Thomas J. Harrison, Pryor, invited the Oklahoma Historical 
Society to Pryor for the next Annual Meeting. The President stated the 
invitation was appreciated and an official vote would be taken at  the 
nex t  regular quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Okla- 
homa Hi+orical Society. 

After the program the meeting adjourned. 
ROBERT L. WILLIAMS, President. 

D R  CHARLES EVANS, Secretary. 


