
WILLIAM BROWN MORRISON 

By Robert I;. Williams 

William Brown Morrison, son of James Davidson Morrison and 
his wife, Laura Chapin Morrison, was born June 12, 1877 in the 
Monmouth Church Community near Lexington, in Rockbridge County, 
Virginia. To this marriage union came four children:- Charles, 
who died a t  the age of seven years, William Brown, Kenneth Lamar 
and Mary Irene (Mrs. R T. Phelps), now deceased. 

John MacCorkle, brother of Alexander MacCorkle, serving on 
the side of the Colonies, was killed at the Battle of Cowpens. Mar- 
garet, the niece of said Alexander MacCorkle, and the daughter of 
his brother, William MacCorkle, married William H. Morrison, the 
grandfather of William Brown Morrison. William Alexander Mac- 
Corkle's mother (Governor of West Virginia (l893-1897), born Lex- 
ington, Virginia, May 7, 1857, died Sept. 24, 1930) was Mary Mor- 
rison, of the same Morrison line.' 

James Davidson Morrison, Captain of his Company (Kerr's 
Creek Confederates) Virginia Volunteers, which subsequently be- 
came Company H and Company (3, 58th Regiment Virginia Infan- 
try, Confederate States Army, entered the service August 1, 1861 at 
Staunton, Virginia a t  the age of 30 yeam2 

His maternal grandfather, Charles Chapin, for many years was 
County Clerk of Rockbridge County, Virginia, and his father, James 
Davidson Morrison, was a Member from Rockbridge County of the 
Virginia House of Delegates, 1874-1875. 

William Brown Morrison was married on Christmas day 1902 
to Christine Dorman Barton and to this marriage union came the 
following children, who survive him :- 

Lt. William B. Morrison, U. S. Navy; 
Lt. RQSS W. Morrison, U. S. Navy; 
James Davidson Morrison, Assistant Manager of Ground School 

a t  Rankin Aeronautical School, Rankin, California ; 
Mrs. Natalie Virginia Denison, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Chapin Stephany, Dayton, Ohio; and 
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Three grandchildren :- Gertrude Ann Morrison, William Barton 
.Morrison, Jr., and James Harris Denison, Jr., survive, 

and all of whom attended the funeral a t  the First Presbyterian 
Church (US.), in Durant, Oklahoma, on March 22, 1944. Inter- 
ment was in Highland Cemetery, Durant, Oklah~ma.~ 

Having received his primary education in the schools of Rock- 
bridge County, Virginia, he was a regularly matriculated student in 
Washington and Lee University from September 9, 1892 to June 16, 
1897, on which date he graduated therefrom with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree. 

In  June 1891 he was awarded the Latin Scholarship, and in 
June 1895 the Franklin Society Scholarship, and in June 1896 the 
James J. White Scholarship. The Franklin Society Scholarship was 
conferred on a student living in Rockbridge County, Virginia, and 
in competition for this scholarship the student's record during the 
previous two years is taken into account, first year students not 
being eligible. The James J. White Scholarship was supported by 
a memorial fund of $1500.00 contributed by the alumni and friends 
of the University, being conferred for high attainments in the ad- 
vanced courses in Qreek. 

He was a teacher of Latin, Rockville (Md.) Academy, 1897-1900 ; 
principal High School, Beaumont, Texas, 1900-1902 ; Vice-president 
and a teacher of Latin in the Durant Presbyterian College (U.S.), 
Durant, Ind. Tcr., 1902-1904; Williamson, W. Va. Presbyterial 
Academy (U.S.) 1904-1907; whilst there he owned and operated a 
newspaper, The Willianzson Enterprise ; President Oklahoma Presby- 
terian College (U.S.) for Girls, Durant, Oklahoma, 1910-1920; from 
1920 to 1922 engaged in bookstore business in Durant; 1922 until 
date of death, Professor of History in the Southeastern State Col- 
lege at  Durant. While Professor of History a t  Durant State College 
during a vacancy in the Presidency, he acted ad interim as Presi- 
dent and during that interval successfully and satisfactorily ad- 
ministered the affairs of the college; Member of the Oklahoma Ad- 
visory Commission of Education, Presbyterian Church in U. s.; 
Member Classical Association, Middle West and South; D. Litt., 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas, 1917 ; Trustee Austin College; Trus- 
tee Oklahoma Presbyterian College ; President of Robert L. Williams 
Municipal Library Board of Durant, Oklahoma; Master of A r b  
Degree from University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma, 1925. 

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 45, 
Durant, Oklahoma, Knight Templar, Knights of Pythias, Modern 
Woodmen of the World, Red Red Rose, Teachers' Organization, and 
a Democrat. 

s~lmkticar Observer, July 4, 1944, Louisville, Ky. 



He occupied a prominent place in the Southwest rrs an author 
and writer, and a poet, many of his poems being published in the 
Anthology of Poetry by Oklahoma writem Among the boob of 
which he is author are: Red Man's Trail, An Oklahoman Abroad, 
Out in Oklahoma, and Military Campa and  fort^.^ 

A fine and public spirited citizen, an admirable Christian gentle- 
man and liberal churchman, and faithful husband and father, his 
memory remains as an inspiration. 
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