
NECROLOGY 

EDWARD FERRIS McKAY 

Edward Ferris McKay was born in Plains, Pennsylvania, August 5, 1876, and 
died in Washington, D. C, July 4 1943. His interment was in Memorial Park 
Cemetery at Oklahoma City on July 7, 1843. Suivivors are his widow, Florence 
Danson McKay, and his son, Dr. Edward D. &Kay, Captain in the United States 
Army Medical Corps, Fort Sam Houston, Texaa 

Edward F. McKay's ancestry is traced to Alexander McKay, who emigrated 
from Scotland in 1736 and fought in the American Revolution. On the maternal 
side, he was a descendant of Samuel Ransom, a captain in Washington's army, 
who lost his life at  the Wyoming Massacre, July 3, 1778. 

His father was Augustus Frank McKay, who, as a young boy served as a 
page in the House of Representatives during the Lincoln Administration, and later 
became a suc.cessful physician, practicing his profession in Pennsylvania and the 
mid-western section of the United States. After a brief stay in the Dakota Terri- 
t o y  in 1883, the father changed his residence to Superior, Wisconsin, where young 
Edward McKay became an original member of the Boy's Useful Club, predecemor 
of the Boy Scouts of America. 

During his nineteenth year, Ed McKay was a student at The Junior Prepara- 
tory School at Park College, Parkville, Missouri. He then joined his family which 
had moved to Chicago, attended Englewood High School and was graduated in 
1891 with an excellent scholarship and athletic record. 

After this graduation, he became a reporter for the Color& Springs G ~ ~ t z t e ,  
and later was made Managing Editor of the Colordo Springs Telegram. As time 
would permit, he took special courses at Colorado College and studied law under 
the direction of Judge John W. Sleeper, a prominent attorney in the City. 

In 1903, he married Florence Danson of Chicago, Illinois, whom he had known 
as a classmate at  the Chicago Englewood High School. Three years later, at the 
instance of C. E. Sharp of Woodward, Oklahoma, now a resident of Oklahomn 
City, Mr. and Mrs. McKay moved from Colorado Springs. to Woodward. There 
Mr. McKay owned and operated the Wooduwrd Dispcrtch. 

During the year 1907, he was publicity manager for the Honorable 3. E. Love, 
the first Chairman of the State Corporation Commission. Thereafter, he sold the 
Woodward newspaper, moved to Guthrie and took a position with the State Cor- 
poration Commission. In the meantime, he continued his law studies, and in 1910 
was admitted to practice by the Supreme Court of Oklahoma. 

He remained in the employ of the Commission from 1907 to 1918. The next 
two years he spent in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, serving as an efficiency expert for 
Cities Service. From 1920 to 1923 he was again in the employ of the State Cor- 
poration Commission, and on June 1 of the latter year became Secretary of the 
Oklahoma Utilities Association, remaining there until 1935. Subsequ,ntl~, he 
connected with the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce. In 1938 he came to 
Washington, D. C., as Secretary and Legal Assistant to Paul A. Walker, memkr 
of the Federal Communjcations Commission, in which capacity he served until h ~ s  
death in 1943. 

w. McKay had a varidy of interests, but his great love was writing. He d b  
tinguished himself as  an analyst with keen critical faculties and ability' to a- 
press his ideas clearly and effectively. 



H e  ms esgeci.lly iPterebtad in tbc history of Oklabomr, and in his pemod 
f i k  are ntlmcroos papers which he prepared, relating to the derelopmmt of the 
Sooner State. In this bsms c&ction, tbere are poem and short stories which he 
wrote, done with no thought of publication, bat for the sheer' joy he derived from 
writing. Typical of his poetical style i s  the following which he wrote to hie 
wife on the date of his twentyfifth wedding anniversary: 

MY CHOICE 

A quarter century has passed, 
Yet what a little while 

Haa eeemed the time that I have lived 
Beneath your gracious emile. 

If I could choose the music 
In which I'd e'er rejoice, 

'Twould be the same I've loved so long- 
The music of your voice. 

If I could choose the flower for 
My future, all the way . 

'Twould be the lovely daisy that 
Bedecked our wedding day. 

If I could choose the sunbeam that 
I'd have from heaven abovq 

I'd live foi alway in the light 
Of the sunshine of your love. 

If I could choose again, today, 
And live my life anew, 

I'd care to do it only if 
I might, again, choose YOU. 

Edwud F. McKay possewed sterling qualities of character which commanded 
the respect of people and made him friends wherever he went. One hundred twenty- 
five yeam ago his grandfather, E. A. McKay, adopted seven rules as a guide W 
his lifa Upon attaining his majority, the grandson subscribed to these same inlea 
and consistently practiced them. As stated in the records of the McKay Family 
they are: 

1. I shall endeavor at all times to be employed, though I may not receive 
as much for my services as I might wish. 

2. 1 shall avoid all eztravaganw in dress, endeavoring at the same time 
to wear such apparel re shall be decent and becoming. 

3. I 'shall hold myself aloof at all times from the society of the vile of 
both sex= 

4 I ahall abst.in wholly from the use of intoxicating liquor's of .whstso- 
ever name or nature until such time as the same shall be darned ab- 
bolutely naceMuJr for the preservation of health. 

5. I &dl avoid speaking evil of other's when not in their pr-ce. 
6. I dull never permit myself to speak lightly of the Holy Bible or of the 

Christian religion. 
Hi, favorite hobby was collecting autographs of noted people, and one of bis 

priCbd possasiona WOB m album inherited from his father, bearing the signatarea of 
h u t  fivehundred prominent persons from Lincoln to Roodevelt. 



F r o m ~ ~ & ~ s , M r . M c & y t o & m ~ p u t i n c i r i c d f r i r a  W b  
ever ha l i d  he became a mfP1 d t .  and made valolble cpntribatiollb to the 
commd@. In Oklahoma \rhare he ndded for many jeuq he was a lsrda in 
the C b h r  of Commacq was a member of tbe Men's Dinner Club, a d  f o ~  8 
time aas a member of both the Executive Boud of the Boy Scouts of America md 
the Red Cross Board. Ha was an elder in the 'First h b y t e r i a n  Church of OLlr- 
homa City for mbre than t-ty-five years, and fof approximtdy the name paiod 
wm sponsor of dm Junior Church. 

He became a chaster member of Amity Mge, NO. 473, A. F. & A. M., of 
Oklahoma City, in 1917, by transfer from Woodward Lodge, No. 189, where he hd 
taken hia first Masonic degrae. In October, 1932 ha took the degreer in tbe 
McAlester Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection. 

He was an active and long time member of the Oklahoma Society Sons of the 
American Revolution, aeiving as its State Prasident in 19W. For many yaur he 
presented the S. A. R. Citiznnship Medal to the Oklahoma schools which hie wn 
attended. In 1942 he alm presented to the Oklahoma City Edgemere School a 

- copy of THE AMERICAN'S CREED, personally incribed and signed by its author, 
the late Honorable W i a m  Tyla  Page, 

Always keenly intereeted in the law, he maintained active membership in the 
Oklahoma Bar Association until his death in 1943. 

After coming to Washingtion in 1938, he devoted much time to the work of 
the Oklahoma State Society. Following his death, this organization paid a glow- 
ing tribute to Mr. McKay, which reads in part as followe: 

"In the passing of Edwatd F e m s  McKay, America haa lost a grmt 
patriot, his family is deprived of aseociation with an ideal hubb.nd and 
father; his business associates are without the wise and loyal counsel of a 
keen intellect of the utmost integrity and his friends are the poorer for 
missing the cheerful Christian comradeship of a man who was in every inch 
a model that the world might pattern by. 

"Here was a man who measured up to the best of mybody's standards, 
who loved to do for others, who never was too busy, nor too tired, to work 
for his state, for his friends, for the underprivileged or for a Christian cause. 

"The Oklahoma State Society of Washington, D. C., m o m s  his pass- 
ing. He will be long remembered as a great citizen, a zealous patriot, a 
loving neighbor, a faithful friend and a true Christian." . . . . . . . 

-Paul A. Walker 
Tadington, D. C. 

DAVID BURDE'ITE BLUE 

David Burdette Blue was born at Pleasanton, Kansas, on January 3, 1886, the 
aon of John Frederick and Mattie Price Blue. He died at Tuba, OLlaboma,. OII 
May 17, 1943, at the age of fifty-seven years. So began and SO ended the full life 
of a great humanitarian wbo held the respect of all who were privileged to know him. 

Mr. Blue received his elementary and high achool education in the P l t t ~ ~ ~ ~ t o r i  
and Coffeyville Public Schools and was graduated from the University of Kansas 
in 1905 with a baccalaureate degree in law at the age of ninetan. He came ta 
Oklahoma two years later and began the practice of law at BBlrtlesrille, subssqueatlj 
becoming tbe first City Attorney of that city, an office which he held for a number 
of yeam 



On October 12, 1911 he m d e d  Violet Catherine Kroenert of Arkansas City, 
Arkaa~s. To them were born two sons: David Burdette Blue, Jr, and John 
Frederick Blua In  the summer of 193% John met with a fatal accident David, 
now a Captain serving with the United States Army at 'Ft, Lewis, Washington, ir 
the father of a son, David Burdette Blue 111. Besides Mrs. Blue, of Tulsa, and 
David, other membera of Mr. Blue's immediate family are a half-sister Mrs. Grace 
B. Brydon of Bloomington, Maxyland, and a half brother Fred 0. Blue of Charleston, 
Wm Virginia. 

In 1917, Mr. Blue associated himself with the late H. V. Foster an1 gave up 
the general practice of law to become General Counsel for the Indian Territory 
Illuminating Oil Company, one of the leading d l  exploration and producing com- 
panies of the Mid-Continent Area. To the Indian Territory Illuminating Oil Com- 
pany b devoted the remainder of his life with a passionate interest that ultimately 
made it a unique Company with unshakable bonds between employers and employees. 
Hi6 keen personal interest in each and every employee went hand in hand with his 
devotion to the development of the company itself. 

In 1926, Mr. Blue became Vice-Piesident and General Manager of the Com- 
pany. Shortly after this time the Indian Temtory Illuminating Oil Company be- 
came active in thq Seminole Area and was responsible for the drilling of several 
discovexy wells there. In 1928, this Company drilled the deep discovery well in  
the Oklahoma City Field. In  1935, Burdette Blue became President and General 
Manager of the Indian Territory Illuminating Oil Company in which capacity he 
eewad until that Company was merged with the Cities Service Oil Company on 
August 1, 1941. From that date until his death, he continued to serve the Cities 
Service Company in a legal advisory capacity, but removed his residence to Tulsa 
and established law offices in the National Bank of Tulsa Building, with the firm 
of Rarnsey, Martin an1 Logan. 

Burdette Blue's contributions to the advancement of Oklahoma were numerous. 
He was the thirteenth Pmident of the Kansas-Oklahoma Division, Mid-Continent 
Oil and Gas Association. Senring his second term in that office, in the several 
months prior to his death, he had devoted almost his entire efforts to the pro- 
motion of sound eecondary recovery practices, rules, regulations and laws. These 
mattan, he felt to be of pressing importance not only to the oil operators and the 
State, but to the Nation as a whole, particularly because of the wai emergency. 

Mr. Blue's leadership in the affairs of the petroleum industry followed many 
avenuea. He was one of the organizers of the Osage Oil and Gas Lessees Asso- 
ciation and maintained an active interest and leadership in that Association's affairs 
throughout the years. He was long an active member of the Independent Petroleum 
Aesocktion of America and semed as Chairman of that Association's Public Rela- 
tions Committee for a number of years. He also was a member of the American 
Petroleum Institute and maintained an active interest in its affairs. 

Ms. Blue was a member of the American Bar Association, the Oklahoma Bar 
Association, the Tulsa County Bar Association, Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity, and a 
32nd degree Mason. He was q Life Member of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 

The friends who mourn the passing of Burdette Blue am countless. His sym- 
pathy, understanding, and warm humor made him an outstanding personality whose 
place cannot be filled by any other man. He was a friend of Labor, a practical 
business man with a great heart, a student who could quote the Poets or discuss 
political tnnls with equal accuracy. The memory of this man will live in the 
minds and hearts of his friends 

-MARTHA TOBIN HOKE 
O W m a  City, OkMorna 



MAJOR EUGENE MORTIMER K E m  

Major Eugene Mortimer Kcn; son of Col Eugene Mortimer Kerr sad his wife, 
and the grandson of Col. Thomas Ken' and his wife, of English ancestry, was born 
at Cnmville, Ohio, on November 11, 1869 and died at Muakogee, OkIahoma on 
July 16, 1943; interment in Green Hill Cemetery in Muskogee, Oklahoms. 

Major Eugene Mortimer Kerr was married on November 21, 1894 to Edith L 
Dill, daughter of Wallace C. and Adelia Anne Dill. To this union were born twa 
children, to-wit: Eugene M. Kerk, Jr., and Catherine Kerr Cillespie who died in 
1935, leaving a son, Bernard Gillespie, Jr., now a Lieutenant in the United Statm 
Army Air Corps stationed in North Africa. The widow, Edith L. Dill Kerr and 
the son, Eugene M. Kerr, Jr, now occupy the family home at 1625 Elmira Street, 
in Muskogee. 

Major Kerr and his family iemoved from Columbus, Ohio to Muskogee, then 
- Indian Territory, on November 8, 1904, where he became associated with the late 

Cal. Wm. E Decker in the publication of the Muskogee Democrat. Col. Decker 
later disposed of all his interestt in said paper to Major Kerr and removed to Fort 
Smith where he published a newspaper f o ~  a number of yearu until he retired and 
moved to Los Angeleq California where he soon thereafter died. 

Major Kerr served as a Member of the State Legislature in both the house 
and senate and also for years was a member of the Board of Regents of the Okla. 
homa State University, of which for a time he was President, and also he was a 
member of the State Welfare Commission and of the State Budget Committee 
and performed many tasks of public service. He rendered great senice to the 
state in a budget capacity. During World War No. 1 he was appointed by the 
Governor as a Major in the National Guard and in connection with the Adjutant 
General was an executive officer in the administration of the selactive draft. In 
the latter part of the war he was notified that a commission would be iecrued to 
him as a Major in the United Statee Army in such a capacity as would take him 
to Euiope, but the Armistice and the close of the war prevented the consummation 
of that service. 

John Kerr, an ancestor, with three associates, located the State Capitol of 
Ohio at what is now Columbus. In 1812 they donated to the State two ten-acra 
tracts of land each for public buildings and agreed to build thereon etructurea 
that would cost not less than $50,000.00. The offer was accepted by the Legislature 
and @ed out and Columbus became the Capital of the State on December 1, 1817. 

His father, the first Eugene Mortimer Kerr, was a Colonel in the Federal Army 
during the Civil War and in command at Camp Chase, a military priaon nerr 
Columbus and years after the war, Major Kerr promoted an annual custom of 
decorating the graves of Confederate Soldiers who were buried there. The father 
of Major. Kerr died while he was only four years of age and the widowed mother 
removed to Chicago but the change so affected the child's health that he was 
bent back to his grandmother with whom he made hie home until his health im- 
proved. Young Kerr apprenticed himself to a brick mason whom he w e d  faith- 
fully for five years and was considered to be a4 unueually skilled ~ h a n i c  in 
the art, but he never followed it as a business. 

He entered Central College and eold boob and chopped wood to Secure meam 
for his support whiie in the college and with a neighbor, boy, Fred Dill  who later 
became hie brother-in-law, went west and during the late 800 and m l y  Ws the 
two boys were in Denver, Dill 'securing employment as bell-boy and later becoming 
assistant olerk at the Brown Palace Hotel and Kerr became a repotter on the 
Rocky Mowrtuin News* and at the opening of the Gemkee Outlot was assigned 
there as a reporter and later joined in the nta and staked a clail~ about eight 
miles from Enid and lived in a sod house but alter such pioneering he returned 



to Ohio and bscrime a reporttr on the Cdwdtu FTUS md in 1899 8 member of 
the staff of tbe Columbus Citizen and also txmcqmdart for the Ciawind COJR- 
nrcrcid Tribune and was amociattd with a d  a friend of Warren G. Harding who 
lrar a State Sso.tor. 

He .became active in polities and idcntifkd bippsdf with the Ohio Democratic 
organizetion, his first appointment in the public &vice in Ohio being on tho 
Columbus Ciwil Service C0mmiu;nn- 

Major ICsn, aftet acquiring control of the Mtcskogee Democrat, also a a p h d  
~ ~ d ~ t r v l  of tho Muskogee Times and cmsolidatcd the two papem as the Mlukogee 
Times Demec~at, which during the World War he mld to the Phoenix organttrtion- 

The last fifteen yeus of Majoi Kerr'e life were spent in handling estates in- 
c l d ~  the Okmdgw Democrst, Riverside Oil Company, the Exchange Trust 
Cora- and others. In 1932 he beuamb usociated with the Oklahoma N a t d  
Gas Company as a public relations advisor and was so employed at the time 
of his death* 

He had sdoua  trouble from an impaired heart for twenty years, and on July 
16, 1943 he was severely stricken white at the Tulsa Office of the Oklahoma Natural 
Gss Company. He was rushed to a local hospital and later removed to a Moskoget 
Hobpitil and then removed to the family home, then latex to the Mayo Clinic at 
Rochester, Minnesota and then to a Lodge in Minnesota and back to the hospital 
and then hie how again at Muskogee. 

He was a member of the Presbyterian Church, of all the Mliskogee Masonic 
Bodies, the Chamber of Commerce, the Muskogee City Council and Hospital Board. 
He had responded to any and all public calls before he responded to the call of 
the great reaper, after having spent a useful life. 

-ROBERT L WILLIAMS 
firant, OMoicomo 


